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The Redeeming Value Of Punishment! 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Resource For Faith & 
Church? The Gospel Coalition 
at  
www.thegospelcoalition.org 

 Bible Read-It-Throughs are 
available @ the Welcome 
Desk! Read it through in 2021 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 
 

 

 

Are The Primary Means   
For Carrying Out     
“Pastoral Care”                  

In The Body 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC 

I read recently about an interesting 
ruling, by a judge in Missouri,         

regarding the practice of flashing 
your headlights to warn oncoming 

traffic that there was a speed trap 
ahead; something, that’s considered 

illegal in many states! But, a federal 
court, in Missouri, has ruled that  

penalizing drivers for the headlight 

flash violates their 1st Amendment 

right to Free Speech! In his ruling, 
the Missouri Judge said that the 

flashing of headlights was essentially 
a good thing, “...sending a message to 

bring one’s driving in conformity with 
the law—whether it be by slowing 

down, turning on one’s own headlamps 
at dusk or in the rain, or proceeding 

with caution.” I share that with you, 
for it’s illustrative value, as I         

considered a Bible text, from 2 
Chronicles, that I read last week! To 

say that it was a bleak time, in Israel’s 

history, would be an                    

understatement! Following the time 
of King David’s reign & the early part 

of King Solomon’s reign, the nation 
had endured a civil war that split 

Israel into 2 separate kingdoms— 
the Northern half, known as “Israel”; 

and the Southern half, known as 
“Judah.” We’ve already discussed, in 

some recent posts, how the lengthy 
list of kings moving forward had 

been mostly one bad king after       

another! So, by the time we get to the 
end of 2 Chronicles, the Northern half, 

of Israel, had already faced the        
judgment of God, having been taken 

captive, into exile, by Assyria! And, the 
Southern kingdom of Judah, despite a 

temporary revival under good King 
Josiah, had returned to their idol     

worship & their evil kings! They, too, 

find themselves on the verge of being 

captured & exiled to Babylon. I find, in 
my conversations with many people, 

that there is a great deal of             
misunderstanding about the judgment 

of God! Often, they accuse Him of   
being harsh & insensitive; which,        

interestingly, kind of makes them God’s 
judge, doesn’t it? And, if they haven’t 

read the Word of God from cover to 
cover, they’re actually judging God 

falsely, without all the evidence. I know 
that in many conversations with people, 

who’ve read through the Bible for the 

first time, they have a new perspective 

on the way that God works with     
people! When you begin reading in 

Genesis you see that God gave Adam & 
Eve every opportunity to do the right 

thing & He warned them what would 
happen if they disobeyed! The soul that 

sins would die! But, even AFTER they 
disobeyed & brought God’s curse upon 

the earth, God still showed love, mercy 
& grace; and, provided covering for 

their sin! 

He Is A Good God 

Read a little further, in the Scriptures; and, you see that God heard the cries of the Jew-

ish people as they were beaten, enslaved & terribly mistreated by the Egyptians. He 

sent them Moses to lead them out of Egypt & He gave them a new land… because He is 

a GOOD GOD! But, again He warned them that He would judge them by uprooting them 

& sending them into exile in the same way that He dispossessed the wicked nations, of 

the land, that lived there before them, if they disobeyed Him.  The continuing message, 

of Scripture, is that God uses everything in life— even the times when He spanks us— to 

accomplish His ultimate purpose in our lives! And, His ultimate purpose for everyone is 

redemption! He purposes to redeem the world He created from sin; and, to transform 

everyone, who repents, into the likeness of Jesus! It’s because God loves us that He 

punishes our sin to bring us to brokenness; so, that He can redeem us! 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, January 17 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Randy Ehlers Sunday Night; 
Donna Ehlers Mon Morning 
 1st— Jen Hagler Thursday Night  

Brian Hagler Sunday  Night 

 2nd— Terry Embke Sunday Night;     ;            
Erickson Thursday Night 

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning 

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Night;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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