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God Punishes Because He Loves!
The most well known verse, in all
of Scripture, is John 3:16. It says,
“For God loved the world in this way:
He gave His One and Only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him will
not perish but have eternal life.” In
this way, God proved His love— He
sent Jesus to atone for our sin by His
death on the cross! That’s really the
end of the argument against God!
For all the doubters of God’s love,
mercy & grace there is the One &
Only “Exhibit A”— His Name is
Jesus! And, He bore God’s judgment
against sin so we wouldn’t have to!
So that we could be saved! But, it’s
only as we experience our
brokenness that we become open
to God’s overtures to save us! And,
punishment is often the tool He
uses to expose our brokenness!
So, ultimately, it is because God is
love that He punishes us to bring
us to the place of brokenness;
where, He can redeem us! And,
there is perhaps no better Biblical
example of that than God’s
judgment of Judah & Jerusalem as
they are overrun by Babylon’s King
Nebuchadnezzar; and, taken into
captivity & exile! The Biblical
narrative reveals that God first
warned them; then, punished them;
and, finally, in love, He redeems
them! To accomplish God’s
purposes in our broken world, He

first warns! Disobedience to God &
His Word will never turn out well for
you! When you fight against God, it’s a
skirmish you can’t possibly win! When
I was young & very foolish I loved to
get into fist fights out on the school
playground! But, I always sized up the
other guy first! There were some guys
that I just knew I couldn’t take! So, I
would find a way to wiggle out of that
fight! I was foolish; but, I wasn’t
stupid! I would do everything I could
to avoid getting into a fight I knew I
couldn’t win! So, why would anyone
ever pick a fight with God! You can’t
possibly win against a God who is allpowerful! You can’t outwit a God who
knows everything there is to know!
And, you can’t run away from a God
who is everywhere! And, yet, the Biblical account shows that Israel tried
multiple times & lost! So, God warned
them & warned them & warned them
again! In 2 Chronicles, chapter 36,
God reminds them of this: “But Yahweh, the God of their ancestors sent
word against them by the hand of His
messengers, sending them time and time
again, for He had compassion on His
people and on His dwelling place. But
they kept ridiculing God’s messengers,
despising His words, and scoffing at His
prophets, until the Lord’s wrath was so
stirred up against His people that there
was no remedy” (vs. 15-16)

God’s Compassion Toward Us
Did you notice why God said He sent them prophets? Look at the end of v.15. It says He
sent messengers to warn them, “...because He had compassion on His people…” God
warns because of His great compassion toward us! He warns because He is Love! When
you disobey God’s word you expose yourself to great danger! Sin lies to you! It
promises pleasure! But, it always delivers pain! Sin is a destroyer! It destroys lives,
families & nations! Just go back and read God’s 10 Commandments; and, consider the
pain and suffering that comes to those who break them! The one who steals will be
incarcerated! The one who lies will never be trusted! The one who sleeps with
someone they’re not married to destroys relationships & families & brings hatred &
disease upon themselves! Listen when God warns!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, January 24
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon;
Josh Tackett Sunday Night





1st— Jen Hagler Thursday Night
Brian Hagler Sunday Night
2nd— Terry Embke Sunday Night;
Erickson Thursday Night
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

Small Groups @ MBC
Are Gatherings Of 6-12
People That Meet With
The Goal Of Knowing &
Experiencing God,
In Community, At A Deeper &
More Intimate Level Than Can
Be Accomplished Alone
-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC

Announcements




Is The Bible Pro-Slavery?
www.thegospelcoalition.org/
article/why-wrong-say-biblepro-slavery/
Biblical News Commentary?
Checkout
www.albertmohler.com/thebriefing

