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The Incarnation of Jesus Christ!   

 

Announcements 

 Bible “Read-It-Through”     
Available at the                     
Welcome Desk for FREE!     
Pick one up & get reading! 

 A Great Read: “Confronting 
Injustice Without                 
Compromising Truth”              
by Thaddeus J. Williams 

Seek To Balance Worship, 
Study In The Word,         
Fellowship, Prayer               

& Witnessing 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry 
@ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

A while back I finished a 4-book series 
of novels in which the author          
admitted, in the end, that the main 
character, in the story, was someone 
very similar to himself as he was 
growing up. I can see how that could 
be tempting to a writer. It would be a 
way of transferring his thoughts, his 
feelings; and, his opinions into the 
story; and, expressing them through a 
character.  I came across a Bible study 
by Thomas Lancaster, called the 
Chronicles of the Messiah, in which he 
described Jesus’ entry into the world 
from the viewpoint of a writer. Let me 
read a portion to you: “An author is 
writing a novel. He creates the 
settings, situations, stories, and 
plotlines, and populates his novel with 
characters. He likes the characters he 
created so much that he wants to 
interact with them but he cannot  
because the novel is his creation. It’s 
just a story. The characters in the 
book cannot hear the author; they 
cannot see him; they cannot experi-
ence him because the author com-
pletely transcends the words written 
on a page. What does the author do? 
He writes himself into the novel as 
one of the characters, creating a 
written story-version of himself with 
which the characters can interact.” Is 
that not exactly what God has done? 
He’s written Himself into His story! 
“The Word became flesh,” John, the 
Gospel writer was INSPIRED by God 
to write, “and, God (the Word) dwelt 

God’s Character 

among us.” From the beginning of     
creation, God desired to be present with 
His people. The story begins in Genesis, 
in the Garden of Eden, with God,       
Himself, walking in the Garden with    
Adam; and, then Eve, in community with 
them. And, the story ends in the book of 
Revelation, chapter 21, with God        
tabernacling with humanity for all      
eternity in the new heavens & the new 
earth. It says, “He (God) will pitch a tent 
and live among us.”  And, all of God’s 
interaction with people in between the 
start of His story; and, the end of the 
story reveals God’s great desire to be 
with us! But, never has God’s desire to 
interact with us been more indisputable 
than when He set aside His heavenly 
robes; and, wrapped Himself in flesh to 
enter the world He created as Jesus 
Christ! Never has our world seen anyone 
else like Jesus. No single person has ever 
impacted our world like Jesus has. And, 
because of Jesus’ absolute uniqueness, 
He is worthy of our love, our worship, 
our loyalty; and, our devotion. In all the 
stories of humanity, Jesus’ story is the 
most unique of all!  God has written 
Himself into the story of human history 
as Jesus, the 2nd member of the triune 
Godhead; and, He has severely & forever 
changed mankind’s trajectory from 
death & destruction to life & restoration. 
In pondering Jesus’ uniqueness, what 
words come to mind when you think of 
God as the Scriptures reveal Him in     
Jesus? 

How would you describe His character? Do you remember when the disciples observed 
the way that Jesus prayed; and, they asked Him to teach them how to pray? And, He    
answered them, “When you pray, pray like this…” And, He went on to outline what we 
have called “The Lord’s Prayer”; though, He never intended that we would mindlessly 
repeat those words over & over like some kind of chant. He was giving them a pattern or 
the way to pray— pray LIKE THIS… And, in Luke ch.11, He says to begin by remembering 
who you’re talking to: “Father, Your name be honored as holy.” That’s how I begin my 
prayer time each day. I begin by remembering & praising God for who He is. In Scripture, 
God’s “name” refers to His character! He is love, mercy, grace, kindness, faithful,         
transcendent, holy, omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent! He’s benevolent, immutable, 
righteous & just! And, that was the character of God incarnate; or, Jesus in the flesh! 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, January 30 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 
 

Greeters this week: 
 5TH SUNDAY! WE ARE ALL 

GREETERS! 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM;           

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd—Justin Taylor Sunday Night                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night                          

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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