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The Kingdom Of God!  
As crazy as it sounds, there is a place, in this world, where trees fall “up” when 
they’ve been cut. The place is in Para, Brazil where thousands of acres of     
rainforest were flooded with the building of a hydroelectric dam back in 1980. 
Underwater lumberjacks in submarines harvest trees as far down as 164 feet 
below the surface; and, they never have to worry about a tree falling on them 
after it’s been cut since they all fall “up” to the surface. This happens because 
it’s a place that operates under a different set of laws. From the very beginning 
of Jesus’ public ministry, He offered His followers an opportunity to enter the 
Kingdom of God— a kingdom that operates by a different set of laws! As He 
unpacked & defined God’s Kingdom over His 3 1/2 year ministry, Jesus was 
careful to set it apart from the kingdoms of this world. God’s kingdom was 
nothing like this world’s kingdoms! Even as He stood trial, before Rome, He 
explained to a somewhat confused Pontius Pilate: “’My kingdom is not of this 
world,’ said Jesus. ‘If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, 
so that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. As it is, My kingdom does not 
have its origin here’” John 18:36. The principles, of God’s Kingdom, defy the 
laws of this world. In God’s Kingdom what was once up is down; and, what was 
once down is up. Greatness in God’s Kingdom is completely different from 
greatness in the kingdoms of this world; and, you will be unable to grasp a  
significant portion of Jesus’ teaching if you don’t understand the doctrine of 
God’s Kingdom! I don’t think I’m overstating my case one bit to say that the 
Kingdom of God is perhaps the main overriding theme in the entire Bible; and, 
if you dissect the content of all of Jesus’ words, in the 4 Gospels, it is the main 
message Jesus preached! Depending on your Bible translation, mention of 
God’s Kingdom is found some 147 times in the New Testament; and, 86 of 
those are in the 4 Gospels. The substance of God’s Kingdom is the people of 
God living in God’s place under the authority of God! That is foundational to a 
doctrinally sound understanding of what God’s kingdom looks like. From    
eternity past, God purposed to create a people for Himself. And, God’s         
Kingdom pattern began inside the Garden of Eden where God walked in       
perfect relationship with Adam & Eve. You can see all God’s Kingdom elements 
there— the people of God were living in God’s place under the authority of 
God! But, sin effectively murdered the entire human race in Adam; and, the 
pattern of God’s Kingdom was broken because of sin. Then, God reestablishes 
the pattern of His Kingdom through Israel. 

A Christian Nation? 
God removes Israel from Egypt, at the Exodus; and, relocates them in the land of promise. Again, we see 
God’s Kingdom elements— the people of God living in God’s place under the authority of God! It was an  
utterly unique relationship! It was a Theocracy where God ruled! Never before or never since has there been 
such a relationship between God and a nation of this world. That’s something we must always keep in mind as 
we make comparisons to our own country. We are not; nor, have we ever been a “Christian nation” in that 
sense. We are NOT Israel! Only one nation, Israel, has ever had a “land contract” with God! We are not a   
Theocracy where God rules through His anointed prophets and kings. Nor has the church replaced Israel! God 
still has plans for Israel that He intends to finish. Israel remains prominent in Bible Prophecy! And, we also 
know, from Scripture, that Jesus will ultimately be the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom pattern!  Amen! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, February 20 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Randy Ehlers Sunday Night  

 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             

 Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Website!                       
Have you visited 
www.thegospelcoalition.org? 
Great source of Biblical info! 

 A Great Read: Check out     
“Person Of Interest”                      
by J. Warner Wallace.         
(Subject: Apologetics) 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are Committed To          
Multiplying—                

While Numeric Growth 
Alone Does Not Make An  

Effective Small Group, 
Failure To Grow Can Be A 

Sign Of An Unhealthy 
Small Group 

February 16, 2022 


