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The Fallacy Of Human Logic!
In my last post I mentioned how
both Ezra and Nehemiah came out
of Israel’s 70-year exile with a
different purpose! Ezra came first;
and, he purposed to rebuild the
Temple according to God’s leading!
Nehemiah followed him about 13
years later & God commissioned
him to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem! Now, at first glance that
seems backwards & counter
intuitive, doesn’t it? Human logic
would tell us to rebuild the walls
1st for their own protection, right?
But, God led the exiles to rebuild
the Temple first. Clearly, God
prioritized the rebuilding of Israel
spiritually! He had always told Israel
that if they were faithful to Him
that He would go before them &
fight their battles for them! And, He
wanted Israel to have faith that
God Himself offered greater
protection, for them, than any wall
or military ever could! But, that
took faith; and, Ezra was the one to
bring Israel back to the centrality of
God & His Word & the law! In fact,
according to Ezra’s account, he
actually leads the people to build an
altar so they could sacrifice to God
BEFORE they had even built the
Temple! And, only then, after the
place of worship was finished, does
God work in Nehemiah’s heart &
lead him to leave the Persian

fortress city of Susa; and, return to
Jerusalem to organize the rebuilding
of the wall! Now, there’s a spiritual
parallel here for us, isn’t there? Do
you see it? They had the projects in
the right order because worship & a
right relationship with God is of
greater importance than anything else
we could accomplish in life! But, we
tend to get these turned around in
our lives don’t we! Leaning on our
human logic, we often prioritize the
building of our “walls” first. We take
care of all the outside stuff first— our
work & our play & our entertainment &
our sleep! And, then, if we have time
we’ll do the “spiritual” stuff— reading
our Bibles, prayer, ministry! By the way,
we all have the time! We all have 24
hours in a day! And, we determine
what we get done based on what we
give priority to! The parallels and the
application are painfully obvious,
aren’t they? We focus on the “walls” &
only rebuild our “temple” if we have
time, don’t we? That’s how our human
logic works! Listen, God has created
the same amount of time in all of our
lives to rebuild our “temples.” To take
proper care of our spiritual lives! Our
problem isn’t about the time! We’ve
set up the wrong priorities in our
lives! We haven’t given God first
place! That’s why God leads Ezra to
set the spiritual tone first!

Better Than Human Logic
God’s ways are always superior to our human logic! It’s been 70 years since Babylon took
Israel into captivity! That’s like 2 or 3 generations later! There were a few old timers
returning home; but, the vast majority of these Israelite refugees were born in a province
of Babylon. So, they had never seen the original Temple. They had never set foot in
Jerusalem. They weren’t part of Israel’s disobedience & idol worship that led to God’s
judgment & exile! So, even as God judged Israel’s unbelief, when they came out of Egypt
at the Exodus; and, He would not permit them to enter the promised land until that
generation had died off; God also waited until most of the exiled generation had died off
in Babylon before He arranged for a new generation to return! And, like Moses previously,
God raised up Ezra to lead them spiritually!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, February 21
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Mon Morning





1st— Erickson Thursday PM:
Jen Hagler Thursday PM
2nd— Terry Embke Sunday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

Small Groups @ MBC
Are Led By Biblically Qualified
Leaders Who Receive Ongoing
Support,
Oversight & Curriculum Approval
From Our Team Of Elders
-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC

Announcements




Transgenderism? Read:
www.thegospelcoalition.org/
reviews/irreversible-damageabigail-shrier/
Looking For A Good Podcast?
Checkout “Life And Books And
Everything.” Very timely stuff!

