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What Good News Can Do For You  

The word “Gospel” literally means “good news.” In the original Greek 

language, it’s often translated as “Herald” or “Evangelist.” When a Greek 

king won a battle, he would send a “Gospel Herald” all over the       

kingdom to announce the “good news” of his victory! So, in its purest 

sense, the Gospel is an “announcement”— the Biblical writers used the 

word “Gospel” to announce that Jesus has won the battle for our salva-

tion by His atoning death on the cross! The Gospel is the good news, 

about God’s forgiveness, by Christ’s substitutionary work in our place— 

“…He became sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God 

in Him” 2 Cor. 5:21. Once we’ve heard & accepted the good news— 

about Jesus’ payment for sin— we’re commissioned, by Him, to share 

the good news everywhere we go & to make disciples of Christ from all 

nations! When we get Jesus’ Gospel right, it’s a message that saves us 

from our “good works”— “For you are saved by grace through faith, and 

this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can 
boast” Eph 2:8,9.  And, Titus 3:5 says, “He saved us— not by works of    

righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy, through the 

washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” From my earliest 

recollections of myself, as a young boy, I remember trying to impress 

God with my good deeds. But, Scripture clearly says here that salvation 

“…is NOT from YOURSELVES…”; it’s “…NOT by (our) works of righteous-

ness…” We can never change our ways enough to sway God! We can 

never justify ourselves before Him! We’re DEAD in our SIN! That’s why 

Jesus went to the cross— to pay the price we should have paid! It’s the 

“good news” of the Gospel that saves us from thinking that our good 

deeds can save us. When we get Jesus’ Gospel right, it’s a message that 

saves us from our “guilt”— “And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will 

never again remember their sins” God says in Hebrews 8:12.  The Psalmist 

wrote, “…then I confessed my sins to you and didn’t hide my guilt. I said, ‘I 

will confess my sins to the Lord,’ and You forgave my guilt.” Psalm 32:1-5.  The 

same Gospel that saves us from our good works, saves us from our 

guilt— when guilt is our motivator, we can never do enough! That’s the 

unbearable burden of a “performance-driven faith”— when have you 

done enough? How can you ever know if what you’ve done has met 

with God’s approval? But the Gospel, of Christ, says we’re saved by 

GRACE! When we accept this “good news” by faith, He saves us by His 

grace! 

The Gospel Saves Us To Do Good Works 
The Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to write: “For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them” Eph. 2:10.  Did you see that? Paul says, “…we are HIS     
creation”; and, it’s in our conversion to Christ that we are “…created…FOR good works”; and, it is God Who prepares us 
for those good works! His Holy Spirit takes up residence in our hearts & begins to “rearrange the furniture of our lives” 
in a way that honors God, and in a way, we could never accomplish by ourselves. These good works don’t save us! 
They’re the RESULT of our salvation— the RESULT of God’s sanctifying work IN US! When we truly see the beauty &  
glory of God’s grace in our lives, we will want to do good works out of love for Jesus Christ, our Savior!  

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, March 5th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

David Mastbergen Thursday 

Night; Jen Hagler Thurs 
 1st— D. Mastbergen Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

  

          

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 Looking For A Great         
Podcast? Search for the 
“Crossway Podcast” across 
most podcast platforms  

 Book Recommendation? 
Vainglory: The Forgotten 
Vice by Rebecca DeYoung 
(158 pages) 

Small Groups @ MBC  

 
Seek to balance      

worship, study in the 
word, fellowship, prayer 

and witnessing 
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