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The Spirit Of Truth!  

Many of you are aware that I’m a big baseball fan; and, one of my favorite 
baseball stories is about the friendship between the Dodgers Hall-of-Fame 
shortstop, Pee Wee Reese, and his teammate, the great Jackie Robinson. In 
1947 Robinson bravely broke the color barrier, that should never have existed, 
when he became the 1st African American to play Major League baseball.    
Facing incredible racism, that continues to be a blight on our nation’s history & 
shamefully still persists today, he experienced jeering crowds in every stadium 
he played. One day, while playing at his home stadium in Brooklyn, he         
committed an error and the fans began to ridicule him loudly. As Jackie stood, 
humiliated at 2nd base as the fans continued to boo him, Pee Wee Reese 
walked over to him, stood next to him, and put his arm around him; turning to 
face the crowd until they quit their booing! Later, Jackie Robinsons said, “That 
arm around my shoulder saved my career.” What Reese did that day was very 
much the kind of ministry the Holy Spirit does for us.  In John’s Gospel, chapter 
14, as Jesus’ disciples struggle with His announcement that He would be     
leaving them soon, He encourages them with these words: “And I will ask the 
Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. He is the 
Spirit of truth” (vs.16-17). And, that word translated “Counselor”— some of 
your translations render it “helper” or “comforter” or “advocate”— is 
“parakletos” in the original Greek language. The word is used in reference to 
someone who is “called to one’s aid.” “Para” means to “come alongside.” If 
you’re a Paramedic you “come alongside” someone to provide medical         
assistance. Pee Wee Reese came alongside Jackie Robinson. He came to Jackie 
Robinson’s aid. Jesus told His disciples not to fear; because, when He left them, 
He would send the Holy Spirit— ”parakletos”— to their aid. It is only by God’s 
Holy Spirit that we are able to break free from Satan’s grasp to do Jesus’ work 
by God’s power! It has been my experience that the Holy Spirit, the 3rd      
member of the Triune Godhead, is either the most ignored or the most        
misunderstood member of the Trinity. What Jesus says about the Spirit, in 
John’s Gospel, is absolutely vital to your spiritual health. If you’re trying to live 
the Christian life without a proper Biblical understanding of the Holy Spirit’s 
work, you’ll suffer from spiritual malnutrition and you’ll be ineffective for the 
Lord! Listen to what Jesus says: “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Counselor to be with you forever. He is the Spirit of truth. The world is 
unable to receive Him because it doesn’t see Him or know Him. But you do 
know Him, because He remains with you and will be in you. I will not leave you 
as orphans; I am coming to you.” (vs. 16-18) 

Don’t Leave Home Without Him 

And, Jesus continues speaking to His disciples about the Holy Spirit: “I have spoken these things to you,” Jesus continues, 
“while I remain with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit—the Father will send Him in My name—will teach you all 
things & remind you of everything I’ve told you” (vs.25-26). Don’t leave home without the Holy Spirit. The Capital One 
card may ask, “What’s in your wallet?”; but, God is asking, “Who’s your parakletos?” Who’s coming alongside you to 
give you the aid you need to live a life that counts for eternity? Jesus says that the Holy Spirit is God’s gift to us. He says, 
“I will ask the Father, and He will GIVE you another Counselor…” (v.16). I’m going to ask the Father, Jesus says, to give 
you someone! The indwelling Holy Spirit is the Father’s gift! We are a favored people to live in the age of the Spirit! We 
should be incredibly thankful that we live in a day when the fullness of the Godhead has been revealed. 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, April 3rd 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Erickson Thursday Night;        

Jen Hagler Thurs 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Website: Check out 
www.thegospelcoalition.org  
Biblical resources on current 
issues! 

 A Great Read: “The Trellis & 
The Vine” by Marshall & 
Payne (196 Pages. Subject: 
Making Disciples) 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

 
 

Meet A Minimum 
Of 2 Times A 

Month 
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