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A Favored People!  

We are a favored people to live in the age of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling of   
believers. We should be incredibly thankful that we live in a day when the   
fullness of God’s Triune nature has been revealed; and, because the Spirit is 
God’s Gift to us, we can have a deeper & fuller relationship with God than 
did our brothers & sisters who loved God during Old Testament times. It was 
back in the 1st chapter, v.32, of John’s Gospel when John the Baptizer      
testified: “I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He 
remained   upon Him (Jesus).” Jesus also had many things to say, about the 
Spirit, in His conversation with Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” 
John 3:5. In John, ch.6, Jesus also said, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the 
flesh profits     nothing ….” But, there’s a major shift in the way that Jesus 
speaks about the Holy Spirit when you turn the page of Scripture to John, 
chapter 14. God, the Father, seems the most prominent in His Old              
Testament work with Israel. God, the Son, takes the spotlight in the New 
Testament as He comes to make    atonement for the sin of mankind. But, in 
some of Jesus’ final words to His  disciples, as He prepares to return to the 
Father after the cross, He elevates the Holy Spirit to front & center by His 
work in us! The Holy Spirit is truly God’s gift to us! And, though difficult for 
His disciples to understand at the time, Jesus told them that it was more 
profitable, for them, that He would return to the Father so the Holy Spirit 
could come to indwell them. It was more profitable because Jesus, in His 
human body, could only be in 1 place at a time; and, have an influence    
limited to a few people at a time. But, the Spirit would be available to      
minister to every believer in every place in the world at any time! And, from 
Jesus’ words, in John chapter 14, we come to understand that the Holy    
Spirit is a Person just like Jesus is a Person. There are many misconceptions 
about the Holy Spirit. He’s not some mystical force like Star Wars; nor, is He 
an impersonal power that God offers to Jesus’ followers. The Bible teaches 
that the Holy Spirit is God; that, just like Jesus, He is a being with a mind, 
emotions & will. When Jesus says, “…I will ask the Father, and He will give 
you another Counselor to be with you forever” (14:16), He uses the word 
“allos” (ἄλλος) which is a descriptive word that means: “another of the 
same kind.” In other words, Jesus is saying that “...the Holy Spirit will be a 
counselor/helper just like Me.” During Jesus’ ministry with His disciples, He 
had guided them; He had guarded them, and He had been their Teacher. 

God: The Holy Spirit 

Now, after His death & resurrection, the Father would send the Holy Spirit to do the same thing for them that Jesus had 
done when He was present. In Acts, chapter 5, after Ananias had lied about the amount of money he had received from 
the sale of a piece of property, Peter asked him:  “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?” So, 
he lied, Peter said, to the Holy Spirit, right? And, in the very next verse, he says, “You have not lied to men but to God.” 
He used the Holy Spirit interchangeably with God. So, he lied to the Holy Spirit, who is God, Peter said. That makes Him 
a person; because you can’t lie to an impersonal force. Then, Jesus finishes His statement to the disciples:  “I will ask the 
Father,” He says, “and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever” (14:16). In other words, God’s gift of 
the Holy Spirit will never be taken from us! God, the Father, has given us the Holy Spirit to enjoy forever! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, April 10th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Justin Taylor Sunday Night 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

 
 

Announcements 

 A Great Website: Check out 
www.gotquestions.org for 
all of your Bible questions! 

 A Great Read: “Rich 
Wounds” by David Mathis 
(184 Pages. Subject: Jesus, 
Our Savior) 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

 

Are Led By Biblically  
Qualified Leaders Who 

Receive Ongoing     
Support,  

Oversight & Curriculum 
Approval From Our 

Team Of Elders 
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