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Trip Hazard!
There are several verses, in the Old
Testament book of Psalms, that
bring “trip hazards” to mind as I
read them! This wisdom literature
points us to ourselves! We,
ourselves, are probably the most
problematic “trip hazard” that we
face as we attempt to walk with
God. For example, Israel’s King
David says that any unconfessed sin
we hold onto will harm our health!
“When I kept silent, (about my sin),”
he says, “my bones became brittle
from my groaning all day long. For day
and night Your hand was heavy on me;
my strength was drained as in the
summer’s heat” (Psalm 32:3). Even
our bones become brittle when we
hold onto our sin! Our strength is
sapped like every day is a 100degree day! God’s hand is heavy
against us as long as we refuse to
confess our sin to Him! “But,” he
says, “Then I acknowledged my sin to
You and did not conceal my iniquity. I
said, “I will confess my transgressions to
the Lord,” and You took away the guilt
of my sin” (v.5). I vividly remember
carrying the burden of my sin as a
13-year old boy. But, when I
confessed my sin & accepted Jesus’
payment for my sin, by His death on
the cross, I remember how my guilt

vanished! What a great Psalm! Mark it
in your Bibles! You’ll need it when
Satan comes to accuse you of your
sin— ”You say you’re a follower of Jesus?
And, look at you! You’re nothing but a
sinner!” Rebuke the devil! Remind him
that you’ve been forgiven for every sin
you’ve ever committed! Once & for all
they were nailed to Christ’s tree of
crucifixion. Your sins are forgiven by
the blood of Jesus! God promises
never to count them against you again!
He makes you righteous in Christ!
But, there’s another way that we are
our own worst “trip hazard.” We get
in the way when we think that we can
do life in our strength! One of the
clearest signs we have a problem, in
this area, is our lack of prayer & our
lack of time spent in Scripture! When
we fail to pray & when we fail to read
His Word, we’re telling God—by our
actions—that, "I Got This! I don’t need
your help, God!” We erroneously think
we’re strong enough! We’re wise
enough! We trust our resources! The
nation of Israel’s failure, in this area,
should serve as a warning to us: “A
king is not saved by a large army; a warrior will not be delivered by great strength.
The horse is a false hope for safety; it
provides no escape by its great power”
Psalm 33:16. Large armies won’t save
us!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, April 18
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Mon Morning





1st— Erickson Thursday PM:
Jen Hagler Thursday PM
2nd— Terry Embke Sunday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night
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Fear God!—
The great strength of a warrior will not deliver him! A horse’s great power offers
false hope! Our strength & intelligence & ingenuity is a curse when we depend on it
to save us! Rather, “The eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him—those who depend
on His faithful love to deliver them from death and to keep them alive in famine. We
wait for Yahweh; He is our help and shield” Psalm 33:18. We need to fear God for His
great power! Depend on His faithful love to deliver you! He alone should be our help
& shield! Though it’s never fun when our world is crashing around us, it proves to be
a blessing when we see God turn things around! And, He’ll only do that after we’ve
come to the end of ourselves! When all our resources & all our strength & all our
wisdom just isn’t enough! It’s incredibly freeing to stop trying to be your own Savior;
and, everyone else’s Savior too! To let God be God; and, admit you don’t know what
to do next!

Announcements




Got Questions? Check out the
website that’s got answers:
www.gotquestions.org
Check Out This Bible Study:
“The Gospel of Mark” by
Francis Chan on
www.rightnowmedia.org

