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Let’s Be Thankful!  

Most of us are pretty consistent in the way that we look at life. Generally 
speaking, we are either a thankful person; or, a critical person. We’re either 
positive or negative. We tend to see the glass as either “half-full”; or,            
“half-empty” as the saying goes. Either way, we’re what we are because we’ve 
practiced it. We are creatures of habit. If you’re critical it’s because you’ve 
practiced being critical. If you’re thankful it’s because you’ve developed a habit 
of being thankful. You are NOT the way you are because of your circumstances! 
You ARE the way you are because of your reaction to your circumstances. 
We’ve all known people who whine about everything; and others, with far 
worse life circumstances, who are thankful & a blessing to be around. If you’re 
a critical person it’s because you’ve permitted the circumstances to rule over 
you; you’ve narrowed your focus so that all you see is the negative & the    
painful in life. It’s kind of like getting too zoomed in on Google maps! Have you 
ever done that? You’re looking at the map, but you can’t get your bearings  
because you’ve over-focused or you’ve over-analyzed it. If you’ll just zoom out 
a little bit, and, get a bigger picture, then you can see! You just needed a 
broader perspective. If you tend to be overly critical, you need to zoom out & 
get a broader perspective of life by intentionally paying attention to God’s    
provisions, even in the tough circumstances. Thank Him for His faithfulness! 
Look at your circumstances in the big picture context of all His blessings. But, it 
has to be intentional! Forming that habit of thankfulness may require that you 
pray for God’s Holy Spirit to help you; to remind you to see the big picture in 
life; to zoom out from all the annoyances in life. Thankful people pay attention 
to God’s blessings; and, they pay attention because they are thankful people! 
Our greatest need, as people, is forgiveness for our sin against a Holy God! The 
Apostle John describes the way that Jesus provided forgiveness through His 
substitutionary atonement for sin on the cross: “Therefore they took Jesus 
away. Carrying His own cross, He went out to what is called Skull Place, which 
in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified Him and two others with 
Him, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle” (John 19:16-18). When we 
view our lives through the cross, we can’t help but become more thankful!  
Jesus’ disciples were repulsed when He first began talking with His disciples 
about His impending death on a cross! The cross was perhaps the cruelest   
instrument of torture and death that the world has ever known. And, that was 
their focus! They were too zoomed in on the pain and the suffering of the 
cross! 

Seeing The Cross Differently 

They needed to zoom out & get a broader focus of the cross. Jesus lived a sinless life and willingly gave up His life to 
give new meaning to the cross. The cross became the place where God’s love intersected with His justice. It symbolizes 
the atonement that Jesus Christ made on our behalf. He became God’s substitutionary atonement for us. The Apostle 
Paul wrote to the Church of Corinth, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become 
the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). Jesus, who had no sin, became sin! He was the substitute for us, so that we 
could become righteous before God. Oh, let us learn to always be thankful for Christ’s atonement! The atonement is the 
reason we can be thankful for the cross. To atone means to appease. Jesus endured the full wrath of God, against sin, to 
appease God’s righteousness; so that God could be just & righteous to save us! The sin debt has been paid! 
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Small Groups @ MBC 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, April 24th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon; 

Josh Tackett Sunday night 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Website: Check out 
www.gotquestions.org for 
all of your Bible questions! 

 A Great Read: “Rich 
Wounds” by David Mathis 
(184 Pages. Subject: Jesus, 
Our Savior) 
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