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A Relevant Church!  

I find the times we live in, right now, to be incredibly curious times for the 
church. The numbers are staggering! Between 6,000 and 10,000 churches, in 
the United States, are closing every year. That means that between 100-200 
churches will close this week alone! So, who’s to blame? Many church leaders 
are trying to convince us that the secular culture & the liberal politics are to 
blame. But, I don’t believe that! Not for 1 minute do I believe that; and I base 
that belief on what we see in the book of Acts. If outside forces & culture are 
to blame for the church’s decline, there would be no churches anywhere! The 
church would have died in the Book of Acts! Yet, the greatest period of church 
growth began 50 days after Jesus’ Resurrection on the Day of Pentecost & it’s 
recorded, in detail, in the Book of Acts for us! If you read through the Book of 
Acts, you can’t help but notice how adversarial the culture & the government 
were toward the church; and, yet, it prospered! Despite persecution that 
scattered the church; and even the killing of its leaders, the church just blew 
up with growth! At first, adding new believers to the church by the thousands, 
but then the number of new followers of Jesus “multiplied” the book of Acts 
records! Isn’t the contrast interesting? That at a time when the government & 
culture were antagonistic toward the church, the church just went about her 
commission to make disciples & grew in unprecedented fashion; but today, 
many in the evangelical church have become hostile toward politics & the    
culture, and, we’re shrinking in size and relevance. Just an observation! Not a 
statement! I’ve mentioned in the past that the only good thing about growing 
older is the perspective it gives me. I mean no disrespect toward those of you 
that might be half my age, but I’ve simply had more time to observe how our 
country & the church have trended! You can read the history, but I lived it! I 
clearly remember the rise of Jerry Falwell & the Moral Majority in the 1970s. I 
was a card-carrying member; and I firmly believed that we— the church & the 
Moral Majority— could change the spiritual trajectory of our nation by voting 
the right people into office & changing legislation. Like many of my fellow    
believers, I became politically active. More than once, someone asked me if I 
would consider running for political office; and I almost did. I watched the 
church impact the political landscape during the 1980s and much of the 
1990s,and we rode that wave into the early 2000s. But if you haven’t noticed, 
the last 20+ years have not been kind. All that momentum from the 1970s is 
gone & as the dust continues to settle, here’s what we see— a church that has 

mostly become irrelevant & a nation that’s become increasingly secular! 

We Quit Making Disciples 

The church in America has mostly become irrelevant because it quit doing what Jesus created it to do! Our sole pur-
pose; our only reason for existence, is for the making of disciples. That’s what we were commissioned to do! If Jesus 
was about political clout, He had every opportunity to act on it! Israel was ready to make Him king IF He would only 
throw off the restraints of Rome & lead a rebellion against their occupation. But, that was not the way of His Kingdom! 
He told His disciples to “...render to Caesar the things that were Caesar’s & to God the things that were God’s…” So, 
when the church quit making disciples her mission in the 1970s & made politics her Savior, she began to shrink in size & 
lost whatever “Moral Majority” she might have had. Simply put, we’re in a bad place! There’s only one thing to do! It’s 
what we always must do when we’re guilty of disobedience! Repent! Judgment must begin at the house of God! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, May 1st 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Erickson Thursday Night;        

Jen Hagler Thurs 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Website: Check out 
www.thegospelcoalition.com 
Great resource on many   
topics! 

 A Great Read:                     
“The Trellis And The Vine”                        
by Marshall & Payne                           
(Subject: Making Disciples) 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 
 

Are The Primary 
Means For       

Carrying Out 
“Pastoral Care”    
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