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Finding Your Way Back To God!   

 

Announcements 

 Looking For A Blog? Check out 
Owen Strachan’s            
https://www.patheos.com/
blogs/thoughtlife/ 

 Woman’s Bible Study?  Try 
“Book of 1st Corinthians”       
by Jennie Allen on 
www.rightnowmedia.org 

Small Groups @ MBC 
 
 

 
Are Committed To            

Developing New Leaders 
Through Apprenticeship— 

Small Group Leaders      
Are Intentional About       

Reproducing Themselves 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC 

The longest chapter in the entire 

Bible is Psalm 119. It has 176 verses; 

by far, the longest chapter in all of 

Scripture. The last verse arrested my 

attention when I read it! Just look at 

v.176. The writer admits how      

vulnerable he is to wandering away 

from God; and, he makes, what to 

us, may seem like an unusual      

request; and, then concludes the 

Psalm with a significant statement. 

He says, “I wander like a lost sheep; 

seek Your servant, for I do not forget 

Your commands.” Recently, I read a 

story by an individual who trains 

Doberman Pinschers. They’re a  

highly intelligent & independent 

breed of dog. And, they love to run 

when he takes them out to the  

forest! Especially, when they       

discover deer! And, because it’s  

difficult to control them when that 

happens, he uses an electronic 

shock collar to train them for their 

safety. The transmitter has 2       

buttons—one that sends out a very 

quiet “buzz” sound; and, the other 

that sends a very mild shock! He 

trains them by administering 3 

“buzzes” followed by one mild 

shock! He never shocks them    

without buzzing them first! The 

method, to the training, is that the 

dogs will eventually learn to       

respond to the “buzz” without the 

need for a shock. I think that in 

Stop Pretending 

more ways than we care to admit, that 

we resemble his dogs! We tend to run 

wild & to chase after things & wander 

away from God. So, God sends out a 

quiet “buzz”— He’s warning us about 

the dangers of living sinful, selfish lives! 

But, when His warnings fail to get our 

attention, He has to shock us! We  

experience the painful consequences 

of our decision to rebel against all the 

safeguards and the protections that 

God has revealed to us in His Word! 

As we grow, in  spiritual wisdom, we’ll 

learn to respond to God’s “buzz” 

without the need for a shock! These 

next couple of posts are about finding 

your way back to God! We tend to be 

a lot like the prodigal son, who was 

shocked to his senses! He realized 

what an awesome, loving Father he 

had wandered away from! He        

returned to Him in confession &    

humility & found that the Father’s love, 

mercy & grace was all he needed!  We 

find our way back to God; and,       

experience spiritual growth only as we 

remove all the masks of hypocrisy &  

become    transparent before God! 

The word “only”— in that last      

statement— is perhaps the most    

important in that sentence.  You will 

experience genuine spiritual growth 

only as you remove the mask of     

hypocrisy & become transparent with 

God and with others!  

There can be no spiritual growth in your life so long as you hide your sin & wear a 

mask, pretending to be someone you’re not! The writer, of this Psalm, confessed; 

and, he put it in writing for the world to see:  “I wander like a lost sheep; seek Your 

servant, for I do not forget Your commands.” So, how do you make your way back to 

God from your wanderings? First, regularly confess that you tend to wander from 

God. That is the writer’s true confession as he concludes the longest chapter in  

Scripture. “I wander like a lost sheep,” he says. Can you identify with that              

confession? Can you admit that to another person? “I wander like a lost sheep!” He’s 

confessing his brokenness, isn’t he? “I’m not going to lie to you,” he’s saying, “I tend 

to wander like a lost sheep.” Can you say it with me— ”That’s what I resemble! A lost 

sheep!” 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, May 2 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Erickson Thursday Night:       

Jen Hagler Thurs 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning 

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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