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Learning To Be Wise!
The wise live their lives proactively!
They read from the Scriptures, what
God— the Creator & Master
Designer— has written, as laws, into
His Creation; and, they make course
corrections BEFORE they step on life’s
landmines & blow up their domain!
The Old Testament book of Proverbs
offers that kind of wisdom! For example, wisdom, according to Proverbs,
teaches us to be open to loving rebuke. When you choose the right kind
of friends— those walking with God—
they may offer you some loving rebuke at times. Especially, if they see
you moving in the wrong direction!
That’s what good friends do according
to the book of Proverbs. “The wounds
of a friend are trustworthy, but the
kisses of an enemy are excessive”
(ch. 27:6) You can trust a friend. They
will gently tell you the truth; even,
when they know it may cause you
pain to hear it. But, it’s for your good!
But, if you’re the friend offering a
rebuke, don’t be the kind of “friend”
who approached her pastor after he
preached a message on the spiritual
gifts & announced that she had the
gift of criticism. The wise pastor asked
her if she remembered, from Jesus’
parable, what the man, with the one
talent, had done with his talent. “Why,
yes,” she said, “he went out and
buried it.” And, with a smile, the
pastor said, “Go and do likewise.”
There are always 2 sides to the

rebuke— the one receiving it & the one
offering it. If you’re the friend offering it,
be careful! Ask yourself what motivates
you to counsel or rebuke this person?
Are you motivated by a desire to help
the other person? Do you plan to face
them honestly, but with gentleness? Are
you doing this out of concern for God’s
kingdom; or, because you enjoy being
critical? If you’re on the receiving end of
a gentle rebuke, how do you receive it? If
you don’t listen to the wisdom, of a wise
friend, you’re just being stupid! I’m not
saying that! Scripture says that!
“Whoever loves discipline loves
knowledge, but one who hates correction
is stupid” (Proverbs 12:1). Don’t be that
guy! Don’t be that gal! Oh, and don’t be
that kid that hates correction from their
parents! Don’t be stupid! “A fool
despises his father’s discipline, but a
person who accepts correction is
sensible” (Proverbs 15:5). That’s because
wisdom teaches us to be respectful and
a blessing to our parents. If you have
friends that counter the counsel of your
parents you’ve not chosen your friends
wisely! Don’t be stupid! Don’t be a fool!
Again, I’m not calling you stupid! I’m not
calling you a fool! God is calling you out!
If you choose to disregard the wisdom of
your parents & choose the foolishness of
a bad friend’s counsel, you’re going to
mess up your life! “A wise son brings joy
to his father, but a foolish son, heartache
to his mother” (Proverbs 10:1). Don’t be
that son! Don’t be that daughter!

Be A Peacemaker
There’s another theme that repeats itself throughout Proverbs— wisdom teaches us to be
a peacemaker! Let me just make a general observation! If your life is full of drama, you’re
probably not a peacemaker! You’re a pot-stirrer! Does drama surround you at home?
Does drama follow you to work? Is there drama between you & the members of your
family? Or, you and your neighbors? If you’re the constant component, in all the drama,
you need the biblical wisdom of a peacemaker! “It is honorable for a man to resolve a
dispute, but any fool can get himself into a quarrel” (20:3). “Don’t say, ‘I will avenge this
evil!’ Wait on the Lord, and He will rescue you” (20:22 ). The fool is always in a fight! The
fool is always out to make the wrongs (that they perceive) right! Wisdom waits on God to
right all wrongs! More wisdom next week!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, May 23
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon;
Josh Tackett Sunday Night


1st— Erickson Thursday PM:
Jen Hagler Thursday PM
2nd— Terry Embke Sunday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night





Small Groups @ MBC
Offer Spiritual Accountability
And Instruction
-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC

Announcements




Are You Discipling Someone?
Consider using the book
Need To Know by Gary Miller
Looking For A Good Study?
Try “How To Fight Racism”
by Jemar Tisby on
www.rightnowmedia.org

