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Speaking Truth With Grace!  

Over 40 years of ministry, I’ve learned that if I’m going to be committed to 
preaching the whole counsel of God’s word, I’m going to have to deal with 
some passages that will make my audience uncomfortable to hear it; and me, 
uncomfortable to preach it. 1 Corinthians, chapter 6, is one of those passages; 
and as much as I would love to avoid it, the Spirit of God compels me to preach 
it and to teach it. It addresses a topic that I cannot sidestep & neither can you. 
You & I need this message because we need to hear from God on this subject; 
and if you ever hope to disciple individuals caught up in certain sins, as the 
Apostle Paul outlines here, they’ll also need to hear what God has to say. 
Here’s what Paul writes to the local church of Corinth: “Don’t you know that 
the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived: No        
sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or anyone practicing               
homosexuality, no thieves, greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, 
or swindlers will inherit God’s kingdom. And some of you used to be like this. 
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). If Paul 
was writing this letter in our day, it most certainly would have been addressed 
to the Churches of America. Of the 12 NT epistles, with Paul’s name on it, the 
sins he calls out the Church of Corinth for most closely resemble our own     
culture. As I open up this volatile “can of worms” my greatest fear is NOT any 
negative backlash I might face for taking up a Biblical position on the subject 
matter! My greatest fear, in presenting this message, is being misunderstood & 
being portrayed as hateful, mean-spirited & unloving toward the LGBTQ+   
community. The dominant culture today tells us we have only 2 choices; that 
there are only 2 possible camps! You either “celebrate” LGBTQ+ sexuality, or 
you’re “haters.” If you don’t support them, you hate them. On Biblical grounds, 
I reject both of those camps! God gives us a better way! If we grasp the truth 
of the Good News of the Gospel, then we have something better to bring to 
this discussion. As followers of Jesus, we cannot base our belief system or our 
worldview on public opinion! That’s shifting sand! Public opinion is a moving 
target; but we’re called to live by the immutable, unchanging Word of God. 
And, as God of the universe, He is the final authority on every matter, including 
our sexuality. He created us “male” and “female” according to the creation  
account in the book of Genesis. In other words, He created us gender-specific. 
In the same creation account, God instructed the “man” to leave his father and 
mother & cleave to his “wife.” It was God who created marriage; and, we dare 
not change it! 

So How Do We Respond? 

As followers of Christ, then, how do we respond to a prevailing culture that has rejected the absolute truth of Scripture? 
As followers of Christ, how do we respond to a culture that insists on normalizing sexual behavior that is labeled as sin 
in God’s Word? The key part of that question is “...as FOLLOWERS of Jesus Christ…” How do we respond as followers of 
Jesus Christ? I’ve often been amazed at how Jesus never compromised the truth of God’s law; and yet He was loved by 
sinners! No one ever lived a more righteous life. No one exalted God’s standards more than Jesus. So, how could He also 
be called the “friend of sinners”? It was because He was full of truth AND GRACE! And, in a sex-crazed & sex-confused 
world that’s exactly how we’ll respond if we’re following Jesus. When encountering anyone caught up in sexual sin, we 
act most like Jesus by showing them truth AND GRACE! Every sinner needs truth mingled with love AND GRACE! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, May 29th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

5TH SUNDAY!                   

EVERYONE’S A GREETER! 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Website: Check out 
www.thegospelcoalition.com 
Great resource on many   
topics! 

 A Great Read:                     
“The Trellis And The Vine”                        
by Marshall & Payne                           
(Subject: Making Disciples) 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Seek To Balance      
Worship,                  

Study In The Word,    
Fellowship, Prayer & 

Witnessing 
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