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Overcoming Habitual Sin!  

In Paul’s first letter to the Church of Corinth, he informed them that all habitual 
sin can be overcome by God’s Spirit. Look at this! He wrote of them: “And 
some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God” (ch.6:11). He says that some, in the church, used to live their life a certain 
way. But, they’ve been washed, sanctified & justified by Jesus Christ and God’s 
Spirit. So, what kind of lifestyle was he referring to? Look at the previous    
verses: “Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? 
Do not be deceived: No sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or      
anyone practicing homosexuality, no thieves, greedy people, drunkards,         
verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God’s kingdom” (v.9-10). In 
context, Paul is reminding some of them that they used to “practice” a habitual 
lifestyle of sin! Some used to practice a “homosexual” lifestyle! Some used to 
be “adulterers.” Some used to be “idolaters”, “drunkards”, “thieves”, “verbal 
abusers” and “swindlers.” But, that’s no longer their way of life.  Jesus has set 
them free from their habitual sin. Later, Paul also wrote this same church: 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away, and all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). There is the hope of  
freedom from all these debilitating sins. There is hope for anyone in the       
homosexual community. Don’t ever give up on any friend or loved one       
practicing a homosexual lifestyle, or on anyone caught up in a habitually sinful 
lifestyle. Never quit praying for them! Love them well! Love them like Jesus 
loves them! It’s alarming that many in the church have demonized individuals 
caught up in homosexuality as being more deviant, in nature, than the sins of 
others. It’s just not true! This text absolutely levels the playing field on sin. 
God’s word informs us that believers must humbly see themselves as equally 
depraved. Here’s a quick word to anyone who struggles with a special           
antagonism & judgment toward those in the LGBTQ+ community. Look at all 
the deadly sins that God condemns on an equal par with homosexuality in this 
Scripture. “Sexual immorality”— that includes all heterosexual sin! 
“Idolaters”— who has never been guilty of loving something more than God at 
one time or another? “Adulterers”—for those who’ve never actually slept with 
someone you weren’t married to, have you ever lusted after someone?       
Busted! Your sin is on this list! “Thieves”— ever stolen anything? Even a cookie 
from mom’s cookie jar? “Greedy”— you lie if you say you’ve never been 
greedy! 

The List Of Deadly Sins Continues 

Have you ever been “drunk”; or “verbally abusive” or “swindled” anyone? If you’ve ever lied to the boss about the 
hours you worked; or withheld information about a car or something else you were trying to sell, you’re a swindler. 
That’s swindling. We’re all on this list! Every one of us! You’re acting like the Pharisees if you judge anyone, on this list, 
as more deserving of hell & God’s judgment than are you! Let me challenge you with a new response on this subject if 
you need it. I once held animosity toward anyone living a homosexual lifestyle as though I were above them! What’s 
helped me overcome those feelings is to rehearse often— with God in prayer— how equally repulsive God found all my 
particular sins.  Even though homosexual sin was not one of my sins, I am equally as depraved and broken! I can take no 
delight that my sins were somehow less offensive to God! I am totally depraved  & in need of Jesus! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, June 19th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;  
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Children’s Bible 
Book: “The Biggest Story   
Bible Storybook”                      
by Kevin DeYoung (Crossway) 

 Looking For A Great Video 
Bible Study? “Thriving In 
Babylon” by Larry Osborne 
(RightNow Media) 
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