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Gospel Lights To Sioux City! 

So, what were fights like growing up in your home? When my sisters and I got 
into a fight, as long as there was no blood & everyone still had all their         
appendages attached, we were usually just made to hug each other and say we 
were sorry! That was pretty much what negotiating peace looked like in our 
family. But, as I meditate on it, that method had some pretty serious flaws    
because it never got to the heart of the issue behind the conflict. We were 
usually saying “I’m sorry” through gritted teeth at the same time we were 
plotting our revenge. We hadn’t truly forgiven each other. We just went 
through the motions so we could get our parents off our backs. If you’ll open 
your Bibles with me to Philippians chapter 2, let me remind you that it’s       
imperative to always consider the context of every Scripture in order to come 
to a correct interpretation. This is a letter, written by the Apostle Paul, to the 
Church of Philippi. So, his audience is a specific local church community. Just 
flip back to chapter 1, verse 1, where it says Paul was writing “...to all the saints 
in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the Elders and the Deacons…” So, we 
need to keep in mind that all his references to “you” are meant to include the 
church family of Philippi as a whole. This is what a church family should look 
like, Paul says. This is how you work through conflicts. Here’s why the way you 
do church matters both inside the church and outside. Because it impacts & 
affects our ability to make disciples in our city.  Let’s remember that the New 
Testament begins with the announcement that the Messiah had come! That 
Jesus was His name; and, for 33 1/2 years He lived a perfect, sinless life; and 
then willingly died as God’s sacrificial lamb to pay for the sin of the world. On 
the 3rd day He rose from the dead; and, before ascending back to the Father, 
He commissioned His followers to make disciples & to establish local churches 
everywhere they went. And, for the most part, the rest of the New Testament 
is all about life and community within the local church body. There is a          
consistent sub-theme that weaves its way through all the Epistles & letters of 
the New Testament. And, this is it— how the church lives, on the inside, has a 
direct bearing on how many people, on the outside, come to know Jesus! We 
are not an island; nor do we live our lives in a vacuum. If our city rejects Jesus, 
we are part of the problem. Sioux City, Iowa has been my home for the last 19 
years & Jesus uses the transformed lives of our church to convict Sioux City of 
their need for a Savior. That’s the message that Paul shares in Philippians, and 
it’s the persistent message in the New Testament. 

An Attitude That Mirrors Jesus Christ 

As we look into this small; but dynamic book, that’s what we see. Paul is challenging this Church to live their lives in a 
way that adorns the Gospel. And, that happens only as we take on the mind of Christ, Paul says. “Make your own      
attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be 
used for His own advantage. Instead, He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of 
men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death— even to death on a cross. For this reason, God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow... and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father” (2:5-11). It’s a command; an imperative to the church to have the attitude Jesus had! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, June 26th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon; 

Josh Tackett Sunday Night  
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

 

Announcements 

 A Great Children’s Bible Book: 
“The Biggest Story Bible Story-
book”  by Kevin DeYoung 
(Crossway) 

 Looking For A Great Video Bi-
ble Study? “Thriving In Baby-
lon” by Larry Osborne 
(RightNow Media) 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are Committed To        
Multiplying—While       

Numeric Growth Alone 
Does Not Make  

An Effective Small Group, 
Failure To Grow Can Be A 

Sign Of An Ineffective 
Small Group 
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