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Shining Like Stars In The World!  

Over the last few posts, I’ve asked you to read with me from the    

Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians, chapter 2. In writing to this 

church, Paul shares something significant in v.15, “So that you may be 

blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and     

perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world.” 

God intends that we would shine like stars in the world as He enables 

us & gives us the desire to have the mind or attitude of Jesus. Go back 

earlier in the chapter & re-read verses 5-11.  God will enable us to shine 

like stars in the world when we empty ourselves of self-glory as Jesus 

did. Consider that phrase, in v.7, where Paul says that Jesus “...made  

Himself of no reputation…” It means He “emptied Himself.” The word, in 

the original Greek language, means “to empty, or to pour out.” In a      

practical sense, the word means “to give up status or privilege.” When   

Jesus “...made Himself of no reputation…” or “emptied Himself,” Scripture 

means He willingly set aside some of the privileges He enjoyed as God.  
Paul says that Jesus also took on the “form” of a slave. The word “form” 

means “the exact essence.” Jesus was the exact essence of what a slave 

looks like, but He took it on voluntarily. No one forced Jesus to do it! 

He willingly took the form of a slave! He willingly came to earth! He 

willingly died so we could live!  Then, Paul says He came “...in the likeness 

of men.” In other words, He wasn’t just God in a human body. He took 

on all the essential attributes of humanity— He experienced all the 

emotions, the pain, and the suffering of betrayal & death! So, here is the 

application— Paul calls us out, as the church, to think of ourselves in the 

same way as Christ who emptied Himself! To set aside self-glory; and, 

become slaves to one another in the church, until it spills over into our 

city! Until we serve the people of our city in a way that the mind of 

Christ would direct us! God will also cause us to shine like stars in the 

world as we humble ourselves of our self-importance. In v.8 Paul says, 

“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became 

obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Jesus so      

humbled Himself that when a man looked upon Him, many of them only 

saw a “man.” He had no glory glow about Him; no halo as artists have 

erroneously depicted Him. He just appeared to be a man to them. He 

left the glory of heaven where He was “King of Kings & Lord of Lords.”  

Angels Worshiped Him In Heaven 

In heaven, Jesus couldn’t go anywhere without angels bowing down to worship Him & singing Him songs of praise! 
While He could have strutted onto this planet with a spectacular display of His omnipotence, His omniscience, His     
holiness, and His justice— so that no one could mistake Him for anything other than the God He was— instead, He 
humbled Himself so that many disrespected Him & saw Him as nothing more than a mere man! Application? Paul said 
the Church of Philippi filled his heart with joy (v.3) because they humbled themselves of self-importance. When they 
esteemed the needs & interests of others as more important than their own & become more concerned with the rest of 
the faith community’s needs above their own, that’s when they were thinking like Jesus. That’s Christ IN YOU! The Spirit 
produces the mind of Christ IN YOU! We can’t! But He changes our minds & attitudes when we trust Him. 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, July 17th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Randy Ehlers Sunday Night 

 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

 

  

          

 

 

 

Announcements 

 Bible Answers About Evil?    
A Great, Challenging Read: 
“What About Evil” by Scott 
Christensen 

 Websites To Help Your Bible 
Study? Visit 
www.studylight.org  and 
www.gotquestions.org 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are The Primary Means 
For Carrying Out 

“Pastoral Care” In The 
Body 
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