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Don’t Harden Your Heart!
God is benevolent toward us! That
simply means that He is wellintended! His intentions toward us are
good! It is in His very nature that He is
loving, gracious, and merciful! His
benevolence is not only intended
toward us as individuals; but, also
toward the nations of the world!
However, while He is well-intended
toward us— the people of the
world— He holds the Sovereign right,
as Creator, King & Lord over His
creation, to withdraw His intended
blessings from us as individuals; or, as
a nation, when we fail to listen to His
revealed Word! He holds the
Sovereign right to act toward us in the
judgment that our actions deserve!
And, listen, friend, you don’t wanna
go there! God often warns us, in His
Word, not to test Him! He often railed
on Israel, His chosen people, for their
constant testing of His resolve! He will
judge! He will punish! It’s not what He
wants to do; but, it is what He will do!
Over the last several posts, we’ve
considered the parable, in the Old
Testament book of Jeremiah, about
the “potter and the clay.” In the parable, God is said to be the “potter”;
while, we are His “clay.” We’ve
discussed God’s Sovereign right to
make of each individual lump of clay
what He wills to create! We’ve also
discussed how gracious God is to
“remold” us after we’ve lived a life of
rebellion that did not conform to His
will! If we’ll confess our sinful &

stubborn will, He will put us back on His
spinning wheel and make of us a
remolded piece of pottery! In this post,
we want to point out, from God’s
parable in Jeremiah, that God also has
the Sovereign right to cast us aside when
we become hardened against Him: “This
is what the Lord says: ‘Go, buy a potter’s
clay jar. Take some of the elders of the
people and some of the leading priests
and go out to the Valley of Hinnom near
the entrance of the Potsherd Gate.
Proclaim there the words I speak to you.
Say: Hear the word of the Lord, kings of
Judah, and residents of Jerusalem. This is
what the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel,
says: I am going to bring such disaster on
this place that everyone who hears
about it will shudder because they have
abandoned Me and made this a foreign
place. They have burned incense in it to
other gods… you are to shatter the jar in
the presence of the people traveling with
you, and you are to proclaim to them:
This is what the Lord of Hosts says: I will
shatter these people and this city, like
one shatters a potter’s jar that can never
again be mended” (Jeremiah 19:1-10).
Those words are terrifying! It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of an angry
God! Don’t mess with Him! Yes, He is
loving, gracious & merciful! But He is
equally just & righteous; and, He will
punish those who harden their hearts
against Him! If you harden your heart
against God’s Word, He has the Sovereign right to cast you aside!

Submit To The Designer’s Will
We are a lump of clay in God’s hands! We are like clay, which has little value, until we
are molded, by the Master Potter, into Jesus’ likeness! God has a design for you; and,
in the eternal sense, it’s the same for each one of us! He intends to mold us into the
image of His Son, Jesus Christ. “For we are His creation,” Paul wrote the Church of
Ephesus, “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time
so that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). There’s a story told that when
Michelangelo was asked how he could fashion his masterpiece, of King David, he’s
reported to have said: “It wasn’t that difficult. I just chipped away every piece of the
stone that didn’t look like David.” That’s what God, the Potter, is doing in your life.
He’s forming you! He’s shaping you into the image of Jesus. Sometimes it hurts a little
as He’s forming us; but, He always works on us because He loves us & His plans are
best for us!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, July 25
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon;
Josh Tackett Sunday Night





1st— Erickson Thursday PM:
Jen Hagler Thursday PM
2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

Small Groups @ MBC
Meet A Minimum Of Twice
Monthly
-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC

Announcements




Looking For A Good Podcast?
Check out the “Holy Post”
hosted by Phil Vischer
Another Good Podcast? Check
out “The Crossway Podcast”
Very practical on a variety of
topics!

