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What About Pain & Suffering?
There’s a scene, from the 2005
movie “16 Blocks”, starring Bruce
Willis, where a prisoner that Willis’
character has to escort to trial, at the
courthouse, tells him that, “People
can change,” whereupon Willis’
character responds, “Days change.
Seasons change. Not people.” So,
what do you think? Can people
change? Is it possible for people to
change? Can we lose weight & keep it
off? Can we do a better job at the
job? Can our spouse ever change
some of their ways? I have found,
through the years, that people often
come to church wanting to change!
To get better! To kick some old, bad
habit! They’re hopeful that God
might help them change! I’ve also
watched people get frustrated &
impatient when the change isn’t
enough; or, it doesn’t happen fast
enough! And, they begin to question
whether faith, in God, really works!
Back a couple of years ago I watched
the trailer for a movie titled, “An
Interview With God.” It dealt with
perhaps the most difficult of all difficult questions: “Why does God allow
pain, suffering & hurt? If He’s allpowerful, why doesn’t He stop it?”
The Old Testament prophet, Jeremiah, was inspired by God’s Holy Spirit
to address, in part, that difficult
question. Think of it as a kind of
interview with God, as we note what
God has to say about pain &

suffering! In no way is this meant to be
an exhaustive message on the subject;
but, hopefully helps us put together a
bit of a Biblical theology on pain and
suffering. Here’s what Jeremiah’s
inspired text has to say about it: God
intends to train us, through life’s painful
events, to trust His faithfulness & to
look forward to redemption. Now, that’s
certainly not the way Satan plans to use
suffering! The enemy intends to use
painful circumstances, in our lives, to
destroy us. But, if you’ll trust God
THROUGH the painful events, He’ll use
those things to change you & to make
you more like Jesus, our suffering
Savior! At the time Jeremiah wrote
down the words of his book, the end
was very close for Judah & Jerusalem.
King Nebuchadnezzar & the armies of
Babylon are at the gates of the city!
Jerusalem has been under siege for
more than a year & they’re
experiencing severe famine. It says that
there was no bread to be found
anywhere in the city; and, there was no
relief in sight! There was no one coming
to help them! That’s the background to
Jeremiah, chapters 30, 31, and 32.
Here’s why this is important to us:
because the response, of the Jewish
people, is so similar to our response to
pain. Our default response to pain,
suffering, and, struggles is to blame
shift! And, all too often, we shift blame
to God! We curse Him for our
difficulties! That’s true, isn’t it?

In Time You’ll Understand
Here’s God’s response: “Why do you cry out about your injury? Your pain has no cure!
I have done these things to you because of your enormous guilt and your innumerable
sins “ Jeremiah 30:15. Get the picture? In a modern translation, God is saying, “Why
are you crying? Stop it! I’ve done this to you! But, it’s not what I wanted to do to you!
I wanted to bless you! But, you’re guilty of so much sin I can’t even count ‘em all!” The
chapter finishes like this: “Look, a storm from the Lord! Wrath has gone out, a
churning storm. It will whirl about the heads of the wicked. The Lord’s burning anger
will not turn back until He has completely fulfilled the purposes of His heart. In time to
come, you will understand it” (30:23-24). So, God intended to unleash His wrath,
against sinful Jerusalem, until they, “...come to understand…” that they were the
problem, NOT God. Until they’re broken over their sin! We’ll get into this a little
deeper next time!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, August 1
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Erickson Thursday Night; Jen
Hagler Thurs





1st— Erickson Thursday PM:
Jen Hagler Thursday PM
2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

Small Groups @ MBC
Are Led By Biblically
Qualified Leaders
Who Receive
Ongoing Support,
Oversight And Curriculum
Approval From Our Team
Of Elders
-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC
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Looking For A Good Podcast?
Check out the “Holy Post”
hosted by Phil Vischer
Another Good Podcast? Check
out “The Crossway Podcast”
Very practical on a variety of
topics!

