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Spiritual Brokenness!
God tells us, in His Scriptures,
that He will use all of life’s
painful events to bring us to the
point of spiritual brokenness!
Only when we are spiritually
broken will He do His spiritual
work in us! As long as we’re
angry & pride-filled & blaming
God for the junk in our life— as
Israel did in the Old Testament—
we remain unteachable! But,
when we humble ourselves;
and, look in the mirror of
Scripture; and, agree with God
that we’re the problem; only, then
can He begin to work change in
our lives for our good; and, for
His glory! It is because we are
generally unwilling to humble
ourselves that God
choreographs the painful events
in life to break us! I remember
officiating at a wedding; and, one
of the friends, of the bridal party,
made a point, after the rehearsal
dinner, to pick a theological fight
with me; and, tell me how much
God had done him wrong! I
believe it was the wisdom, of
God’s indwelling Holy Spirit, that
prompted me to keep my mouth
shut! It wasn't the right time to
speak! So, I just listened. But,
then he hit me up again after the
rehearsal dinner; and, I still said
very little. But, the next day, the
day of the wedding, he hit me up
one more time about how God
had wronged him. And, this time
I felt the prompting of the Holy

Spirit to speak! So, I asked him
about all the wrongs he had done
to God! How he had sinned against
Him & stiff-armed God’s attempts
to show Him love, grace & mercy!
And, I told him I wasn’t really into
entertaining anymore of his
criticism about God, until he was
willing to humble himself and fess
up to what he had done to mess up
his relationship with God! And,
then, I walked away! After the
wedding & the reception, as I was
leaving, he came up to me—with
some humility—and, said, “Maybe
we need to get together and talk a
little more about this.” And, I said
I’d be happy to! Until we see our
brokenness, we’ll always think that
God is the problem! That He’s just
not fair! Listen, we don’t deserve
anything better than we receive!
Like Judah, in the book of
Jeremiah, we deserve judgment
because of our sin! This isn’t just
Judah’s story! This is our story
also! This is the way that God
works! He deals with Judah the
way He deals with everyone! “Don’t
be deceived: God is not mocked,”
Galatians 6:7 says, “for whatever a
man sows he will also reap.” I find
that when people are mad at God
over the events in their lives, that
it’s typically because they’re
reaping the results of their wild oats
that they sowed earlier! Not
always! But, often that’s the case!
Evil delivers its own results!

The Nail Hole
Someone said it like this: “You can pull out the nail from the wall; but, you can’t pull out
the nail hole.” God is gracious! And, when you humble yourself before Him He’ll help us
live with the “nail hole”; but, He doesn’t remove it! The drunkard, who loses his arm in a
horrific accident caused by his drunkenness, will not grow back his arm when he comes to
Jesus and accepts Him as his Savior! I will always bear the scars of some of my sinful
decisions! And, so will you! But, I’m thankful that God’s Spirit used those things to break
me & to humble me so I could get right with Him! Be thankful for the way that God uses
life’s painful events to change your heart toward Him! Just open your Bibles to the book
of Jeremiah, chapter 31; and, read verses 31-40 especially! The Prophet Jeremiah foretells
the day when God would make a new covenant with His people; and, by this covenant, He
will put His teachings inside them! The Apostle Paul, in his 1st letter to the Corinthian
church, tells us that Jesus’ blood sealed that covenant (ch.11)! By His blood, we are
changed!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, August 29
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

5TH SUNDAY! EVERYONE
IS A GREETER!





1st— Erickson Thursday PM:
Jen Hagler Thursday PM
2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

Small Groups @ MBC
Are Led By Biblically
Qualified Leaders
Who Receive
Ongoing Support,
Oversight And Curriculum
Approval From Our Team
Of Elders
-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC

Announcements




Looking For A Good Podcast?
Check out the “Holy Post”
hosted by Phil Vischer
Another Good Podcast? Check
out “The Crossway Podcast”
Very practical on a variety of
topics!

