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Put Your Hope In God!
We live in a world so full of
uncertainty that organizations
have developed “uncertainty
indices” to measure the
uncertainty people feel over
economic policies & geopolitical
risk & government corruption!
Seems like, whatever the
uncertainty, someone has an
index to measure it! We deal with
escalated uncertainties, it seems
every day. We all go through
periods where we live with
uncertainty over our jobs; and,
therefore, our money. There’s
uncertainty in many of our
relationships; and, even our faith.
About the time we feel good &
certain about things, life just
happens & throws a wrench in
there to mess it all up. All it takes
is one routine doctor visit to
uncover something unexpected
about our health; and, that
creates anxiety & uncertainty
about what’s next. The one
seemingly casual meeting, with
your boss, can take you from
feeling good about your job to
look for a new one! Some of you
have been blindsided by a fight or
an event with your spouse that left
you feeling very uncertain about
where your relationship stood!
Sometimes individuals feel so
helpless & their uncertainty so
unbearable that they feel like the
only way out is to take their own
lives. Our hearts ought to ache for
anyone who feels so helpless that
suicide is their response. Life is a
precious gift from God to be

cherished. Victor Frankl was an
Austrian psychotherapist who
survived the ghastly holocaust at the
Nazi’s Auschwitz concentration
camp. Frankl’s wife, mother &
brother were all murdered by the
Nazi’s; and, he concluded, after
observing those who survived &
those who did not, that “...when
there is a driving passion or a great
purpose in life, the physical body is
more likely to survive.” He detected
a strange phenomenon in those
physically intolerable & lifesuffocating concentration camps—
survival did not appear to depend on
the physical health of the inmates!
Often, the young, the healthy & the
strong would die while the old, frail
& sickly would survive! He said that
those who did survive had a
common sense of purpose & hope
for the future. If you’ve spent some
time reading the Old Testament
prophets, you’ve probably noticed a
very short book, of 5 chapters in
length, right smack dab between
Jeremiah & Ezekiel called
Lamentations. As you read it you get
a sense of the hopelessness that
Jeremiah & the Jewish people felt
over their uncertain situation. They
were under God’s judgment
because of their sin! The nation of
Babylon had attacked them, killed
many of their people; and, taken the
rest into captivity. They’d leveled the
walls around the city of Jerusalem;
and, burned the temple of God to
the ground.

God, My Portion—
Tradition says that Jeremiah wrote the book of Lamentations from a mountain that
overlooked the city; where he wept & cried over the desolation. And, I find it
significant that amid Jeremiah’s lament over Jerusalem; and, their punishment & their
suffering, that we find a triumphant word of hope in chapter 3, verses 21-24, “Yet I call
this to mind, and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s faithful love we do not
perish, for His mercies never end. They are new every morning; Great is Your
faithfulness! I say: The Lord is my portion, therefore I will put my hope in Him.” It’s like
Jeremiah suddenly reminds himself about God’s character; and, of God’s promise to
Israel to return them to the Promised Land one day in the future. Twice he used the
word “hope.” Unlike our finger-crossing kind of hope, this hope is a “confident
expectation.” Jeremiah remained strong, with confident expectation, despite the
suffering he endured!

“Greeting Team”
For Sunday, September 5
Remember: Meet in the coat room
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Erickson Thursday Night;
Jen Hagler Thurs


1st— Erickson Thursday PM:
Jen Hagler Thursday PM
2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night





Small Groups @ MBC
Are Committed To
Multiplying—While
Numeric Growth Alone
Does Not Make An Effective
Small Group,
Failure To Grow May Be
A Sign Of
An Ineffective Group
-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC

Announcements




Looking For A Good Podcast?
Check out the “Holy Post”
hosted by Phil Vischer
Another Good Podcast? Check
out “The Crossway Podcast”
Very practical on a variety of
topics!

