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Hope In Suffering!  

 

Announcements 

 New Sermon Series Begins 
THIS Sunday, Sept. 12th. FREE 
book, Gentle & Lowly, at     
Welcome Desk 

 Church Picnic THIS Sunday, 
Sept. 12th, at Bacon Creek   
following the morning       
Worship service 

Are Committed To            
Developing New Leaders 
Through Apprenticeship— 
Small Group Leaders Are 

Intentional About              
Reproducing Themselves 

 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

We opened our Bible to the O.T. book 
of Lamentations, in our last post; and, 
discovered that the Prophet Jeremiah 
& the nation of Israel were in a world 
of hurt! Jeremiah feels it personally; 
and, for his people! And, God’s word 
tells us that there is a place for that. 
The N.T. book of  Romans tells us to, 
“weep with those who weep.” We’re 
permitted to grieve! But, we’re also 
told not to grieve in the same way 
that unbelievers do; like, those with 
no hope! Lamenting is appropriate in 
times of pain & struggle. But, we’re 
also instructed that the pain &    
struggle should give way to            
repentance & hope! Because of God’s 
faithful love, there is hope in      
suffering! “I call this to mind,”       
Jeremiah writes, “and therefore I 
have hope: Because of the Lord’s 
faithful love we do not perish, for His 
mercies never end. They are new   
every morning; Great is Your         
faithfulness! I say: The Lord is my 
portion, therefore I will put my hope 
in Him” (Lamentations 3:21-24). And, 
let me remind you that “hope” in 
Scripture is completely different than 
the cross-your-fingers kind of “hope” 
that the word means in today’s     
culture. The “hope” in God’s Word is 
a “confident expectation.”              
Jeremiah— inspired by God’s Holy 
Spirit to write this— has “hope”; or, a 
confident expectation despite his 
suffering and pain; because, of God’s 

faithful love. He chooses to focus on 
God’s character rather than the         
circumstances of his pain & suffering. “I 
call this to mind,” he says; that, “God’s 
love is faithful.” He refuses to live under 
the circumstances! To neither dwell on 
the past or the   current suffering; but, 
to be forward in his thinking; that, God’s 
love is faithful! Whatever our current 
state of life, God’s love is not negated! 
The ESV translation says, “...the      
steadfast love of the LORD never       
ceases…” The MESSAGE paraphrases it, 
“God’s loyal love.” God is loyal to us! 
Don’t let the undesirable events in your 
life give you any cause to doubt God’s 
loyalty! If you’ve believed in Jesus 
you’ve been adopted into God’s family. 
And, while the enemy hopes to crush 
you under the struggles of life, God is 
acting like a loving Father & He’s acting 
on the junk in your life, intending to 
grow your faith & give you “HOPE”—a 
“confident expectation” that He will 
continue to come through for you! The 
Apostle Paul wrote the Church of Rome 
that “hope” is produced through our 
suffering: “…we rejoice in the hope of 
the glory of God. And not only that, but 
we also  rejoice in our afflictions, be-
cause we know that affliction produces             
endurance, endurance produces proven 
character, and proven character produc-
es hope. This hope will not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been poured 
out in our hearts through the Holy Spir-
it…” Romans 5:2-5.  

Rejoice In Afflictions 
God is showing us His faithful love toward us by choreographing the painful struggles 
into our lives, Paul says; because they are for our good! He uses them to help us grow 
spiritually; so, rejoice in the “affliction” because it produces “endurance” which     
produces “character” which produces “hope”—that “confident expectation” in God’s 
ability to use the struggles to strengthen our faith! So, don’t fight Him! Enduring the 
struggles will always eventually produce hope if we’re submitted to God’s Spirit     
because that’s what the Spirit produces in us; and, He uses the painful stuff in life to 
generate it. But, then, Jeremiah says that there is hope; or, a confident expectation, 
even in suffering, because God’s mercy never ends (v.22). Some translations say, 
“...through the LORD’S mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail 
not…” This is what Jeremiah called to mind! We need God’s help to call these same 
truths to mind. 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, September 12 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Pastor Terry Monday Night 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning 

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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