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God Keeps His Word!   

 

Announcements 

 Enjoy The New Sermon Series! 
Join a Small Group                    
& study the Gentle & Lowly 
resource together! 

 Want A Great Study On God’s 
Providence? Pick up John 
Piper’s book, Providence!      
It’s awesome! 

Are The Primary Means For 
Carrying Out “Pastoral Care” 

In The Body 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry @ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

Over the last couple of posts, 
we’ve talked about the Prophet 
Jeremiah; and, the words he wrote 
in the Old Testament book of 
Lamentations. What Jeremiah 
says about God, reminded me of 
the words of the Psalmist:  “But 
You, Lord, are a compassionate 
and gracious God, slow to anger 
and rich in faithful love and truth” 
Psalm 86:15. And it was Jesus, 
the 2nd Member of the Triune 
Godhead, who manifested all of 
the Father’s attributes & character, 
in the flesh, throughout His 33 1/2 
years He walked this planet He 
created! He showed great com-
passion and mercy! He wept with 
friends at Lazarus’ grave! He was 
moved with compassion by all of 
the suffering around Him; and, He 
healed many who sought His help! 
It’s because of Jesus that we can 
never doubt the Father’s mercy & 
compassion toward us! And, it was 
Jeremiah, who observed that God 
had an endless supply of mercy 
that He shared with the suffering 
Jewish people. Jeremiah also  
observed that we can have hope 
in our suffering because God is 
faithful to His Word. “...GREAT is 
your faithfulness!” Jeremiah ex-
claimed (Lamentations 3:23).  God 
is great in faithfulness! We can 
trust His character! We can trust 
Him to be who He says He is! 
“Lord, Your word is forever; it is 
firmly fixed in heaven. Your     
faithfulness is for all generations; 
You established the earth, and it 
stands firm” (Psalm 119:89-90). 

The Apostle Paul encouraged Titus 
with, “...the hope of eternal life that 
God, who cannot lie, promised     
before time began” (Titus 1:2). And, 
remember, we’ve said previously 
that that word “hope”— in          
Scripture— means “confident      
expectation.” It’s not anything like 
the cross-your-fingers kind of “hope” 
that is common in our culture! So, 
Paul is reminding Titus about the 
“confident expectation” that we have, 
“...of eternal life that God, who     
cannot lie, promised before time  
began.” When God makes a promise 
He keeps His word! He is faithful to 
keep His word because of His    
character— it’s impossible for God 
to lie! And, by way of the consisten-
cy of His character, we speak about 
God’s “immutability”; or, the fact that 
He never changes! He’s the same     
yesterday, today; and, forever! God 
will always be who He’s always 
been! He’s faithful! So, when Jesus 
told His disciples that He was going 
to prepare a new place for them; 
and, that He would come back for 
them, you can count on Him to     
deliver! And, the worst day in heaven 
will still be infinitely better than the 
best day here! Paul said that “…no 
eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
heart of man imagined, what God 
has prepared for those who love 
him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). And, then, 
Jeremiah offers us another reason 
for hope:  “I say: The Lord is my  
portion, therefore I will put my hope 
in Him” (Lamentations 3:24). The 
Lord is our portion! 

The Lord Is Our Portion 

That word, “portion”, is often translated as “inheritance” in Scripture! I would         
paraphrase Jeremiah’s words like this:  “I may have lost everything because of       
Babylon’s invasion; but, I’m looking at gaining God, Himself, as an inheritance that’ll 
make all this pain & suffering a distant memory.” God is the portion or inheritance 
that Jeremiah longed for! I want to suggest that the modern church has a misplaced 
infatuation with heaven! The real portion; or, the great inheritance we look forward 
to is NOT a “place”; but, a “Person”! Jeremiah doesn’t say, “...HEAVEN is my portion…” 
He says, “...The LORD is my portion...” When we leave this world, we get God if we’ve 
trusted His Son, Jesus, for our salvation! We inherit God! He is the treasure we seek! 
The book of Revelation says that one day, in that place that Jesus is preparing for us 
right now, that God, Himself, will pitch a tent and live among us (Revelation 21:3). He 
is our HOPE! 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, September 19 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Randy Ehlers Sun Night;      

Donna Ehlers Mon Morning 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning 

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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