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What If Persecution Comes To America?  
We sit in our offices & our homes watching the stories of persecuted 

Christians play out, from afar, on our monitors & our TVs! Christian  

persecution happens in other nations; but, not ours! We may not say it 

out loud; but, the unprecedented freedoms that Christians have enjoyed 

in this country, through the years, have led us to some unrealistic— even 

UNBIBLICAL— expectations. I’ve seen it in political rhetoric! Many 

American believers have a sort of entitlement mentality; like,             

persecution just can’t happen here! Now let me be clear— 

I do not have a death wish! I pray that the persecution of Christians will 

not spill over our borders & into our land! I pray for God to send     

revival to His Church; that, the Church will fall deeply in love with God 

again & out of love with the created things of this world; that, God will 

open the gates of heaven to the spiritual refugees all around us &    

awaken them to faith in Christ; and, that God will do all that without a 

loss of freedom & without persecution here. But…. what if that’s not 
God’s way for us? What if it’s part of His Sovereign plan to bring      

judgment to our sinful nation; and, as He often did with Israel in the Old 

Testament, use nations even more sinful than our own to bring about 

His judgment? The Apostle Peter talks about this: “For it brings favor if, 

mindful of God’s will, someone endures grief from suffering unjustly. For what 

credit is there if you sin and are punished, and you endure it? But when you do 

what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings favor with God. For you 

were called to this, because Christ also suffered for you…” 1 Peter 2:19-23. 

God uses persecution to make us look more like Jesus! That’s what   

Peter says here! Many Christians feel justified to be angry & lash out at 

those who persecute or harm them! We desperately need the Holy 

Spirit’s help to understand how we’re supposed to respond to suffering, 

persecution & mistreatment in a way that makes us look more like Jesus; 

and, we need His grace to live it out!  There is nothing in Scripture that 

would lead us to believe that we, here in America, have some type of 

“land contract” with God! Only one nation, in the history of the world, 

has benefited from a “land contract” with God; and that was Israel!  We 

may love this land that we live on called America, but God has not 

promised us that we have any right to keep it! To hold onto it! 

When Death Is Gain 

When Paul wrote the Church of Philippi, “For me, living is Christ and dying is gain”; He was saying that he loved Jesus so 
much that to lose everything in this life in order to be with Him was “gain.” Jesus was worth more than anything he 
might have or experience in this life. Death was a “GAIN” to him! If it should be God’s will to bring persecution to    
America, I pray God’s grace to ask my tormentor’s this question: “In Jesus I have my sins forgiven; He has restored my 
relationship with God my Father; I have an eternal home in heaven that’s being prepared for me right now; what can 
you offer me that’s better than that?” Let us live, above all else, as “citizens” of heaven! We are “strangers” here in this 
world! This is our “temporary residence” according to the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 2:11-12). Let us check our patriotism at 
the foot of the cross! If we belong to Jesus, our longing is for a better place than anything America can give us! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, November 13th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Justin Taylor Sunday Night 

 1st— D. Mastbergen Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

  

          

 

 

 

Announcements 

 Questions About God &    
Culture?—check out 
www.thegospelcoalition.org 
Many great resources! 

 Info About The Persecuted 
Church?—check out “Voice 
Of The Martyrs” 
www.persecution.com 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are Gatherings Of 6-12 
People That Meet With The 

Goal Of Knowing &           
Experiencing God,  

In Community, At A Deeper 
& More Intimate Level Than 

Can Be Accomplished 
Alone 
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