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How God Makes Us Useful!   

 

Announcements 

 Looking For A New Podcast? 
Try the                                       
“Everyday Disciple  Podcast” 
by Caesar Kalinowski 

 Looking For A News Source? 
Try The Christian Post at 
www.christianpost.com                      
or on Twitter 

Are The Primary Means For 
Carrying Out “Pastoral Care” 

In The Body 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry 
@ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

Jesus has commissioned us to 
make disciples! All of us!  When 
we refuse to be obedient to that 
calling we find ourselves in the 
unhappy position that Jonah 
found himself in when he refused 
to warn the Ninevites of God’s     
judgment if they failed to repent! 
We’re all looking for the blessed 
life! But it’s not nearly as elusive 
as we think it is! The blessed life, 
that we’re all looking for, is       
realized, in part, in the obedient 
investing of our lives in God’s 
work in other people! God would 
make Jonah useful in His big  
kingdom plans; and, there’s some 
real application here for us. He 
will do what He needs to do to 
make us useful. There are       
several examples in Jonah’s life 
story. First, to make us useful, 
God makes us uncomfortable. If 
you take a look at a Bible map 
from around that time, you’ll see       
Assyria to the north of Israel. And, 
there’s a city on the Tigris River 
named Ninevah. It’s the very city 
that God told Jonah to go preach 
to. Ninevah was the nation’s     
capital of Assyria; and, the 
thought of going to Ninevah made 
Jonah very uncomfortable. These 
were dangerous times! Assyria 
hated Israel; and, they had slowly 
been occupying their land to the 
north. In fact, in less than 70 
years, from Jonah’s time, Assyria 
will become such a power in the 
region that it will overrun the 
northern kingdom of Israel; and, 
take most of the people still alive 

into captivity. And, it’s into that    
environment that God says to     
Jonah: “Get up! Go to the great city 
of Nineveh and preach against it 
because their wickedness has    
confronted Me” (Jonah 1:2). Let me 
try & paint a picture for you of how 
that would look for us. Let’s say it 
was September 2001; and, some 
bad guys from Iraq or Iran just took 
down the twin towers in New York 
City. Our nation was preparing to go 
to war! Everyone’s gotten all         
patriotic, in America; because,      
another people dared to attack us. 
And, let’s say that out of nowhere, it 
seems, God delivers YOU a       
message: “Get up! Go to the lands 
of Iraq & Iran and preach against it.” 
How would you feel about that? You 
would feel a lot like Jonah did when 
God told him to go preach God’s 
word to Ninevah. God totally rocked 
Jonah’s world! He had a successful 
ministry going on at home; and, he 
was comfortable with that! He was 
ministering to his people; and, now 
God was telling him to get up & go 
to an unfamiliar land occupied by 
his enemies! It’s easy for the       
average Christian, in America, to 
read about Jonah & cast judgment, 
isn’t it? But, if we take into           
consideration all that background 
information, let’s be honest—doing 
what God told us to do would make 
us pretty uncomfortable! God 
makes us useful, first, by putting us 
in uncomfortable situations. But, He 
also intends to expose our idols!  
Until we denounce our idols we’re 
not useful to Him! 

Denounce All Idols 
Most of us aren’t even aware that we have idols, in our life. And, it appears that Jonah 
was unaware of his own idols until God shook him up & made him uncomfortable! He was 
faithful! He poured his heart into his ministry; and, into his family! But, when God’s word 
pointed him in a different direction; and, he was unwilling to go, God exposed his idols! 
What were his idols? His home, his family; and, his ministry! All great things! All blessings 
from God! But, when they became more important to him than obedience to God’s will, 
they became idols! Whenever you section off any part of your life; and, tell God He can’t 
touch that; or, He can’t have that, your idol has just been exposed! Are your job, your 
home, your kids, or your grandkids “off-limits” to God? Are you willing to let God take 
you; or, them, to a foreign field to serve Him & a foreign people? If you’re unwilling, then, 
God’s gifts, to you, have become your idols! Confess it & repent! 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, November 14 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Pastor Terry Monday Night 

 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            
Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning 

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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