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Our Blindness To Spiritual Drift!   

 

Announcements 

 Looking For A Good Book? 
Pickup a copy of “Rediscover 
Church” by C. Hansen              
& J. Leeman 

 Looking For A Bible Study     
Resource? Try 
www.studylight.org. Lots of 
great Bible study tools! 

 

Seek To Balance Worship, 
Study In The Word,         
Fellowship, Prayer               

& Witnessing 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry 
@ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

Every so often I see a story, in the 
news, about someone who had   
inadvertently drifted out to sea; or, 
someone wasn’t paying attention as 
their canoe just drifted downriver 
toward a falls; and, they barely    
escaped, with their lives, once they 
realized that the current was rapidly 
pushing them toward the falls. I    
remember getting on a blowup raft, 
on a camping trip, when I was     
probably in about 5th grade; and, 
just basking in the warm sun. I was 
not even aware that I was drifting 
farther away from the campsite until 
I came to my senses; and, realized I 
had drifted too far from shore! I  
hadn’t yet learned to swim; so, I  
remember being scared, for my life, 
as I quickly paddled back to shore. 
By definition, to drift means: “A   
continuous slow movement from one 
place to another.” Spiritual drift   
occurs similarly in our lives! It      
happens when we slowly move from 
a place where we’re walking with 
God; on fire for him; passionate 
about prayer & reading His word; 
faithful to the church gatherings & 
Small Group, to slowly checking out; 
and, pulling away from the godly 
influences, of the faith community; 
and, losing our heart for worship & 
prayer & God’s word! We become a 
casualty of spiritual drift!  It never 
happens overnight! You won’t just 
wake up one morning; and, suddenly 
decide to forsake your faith in Jesus; 
or, say, “Hey! I think today would be 

a great day to start a meth addiction”; 
or, “Ya know what? I think I’m going to 
commit adultery with someone today.” 
Big sins are always the sum of many 
tiny little bad choices! Someone said it 
like this:  “Sin will take you farther than 
you want to go, keep you longer than 
you want to stay; and, cost you more 
than you want to pay.” That pretty 
much says it all. In Scripture, God’s 
people— the children of Israel—      
provide a consistent visual of what  
spiritual drift looks like. In Malachi, the 
last book of the Old Testament, we find 
the Israelites returning from their    
Babylonian exile with great enthusiasm 
& praise for the Lord God. Jerusalem 
was rebuilt; and, the temple was     
restored. But, despite the fact they 
started well, a spiritual drift began to 
set in. The world’s thinking began to 
determine their behavior. So, God   
delivers a message, through the  
Prophet Malachi, to take a fresh       
approach to the way they were     
thinking about God; and, to consider 
the motives underlying their religious 
activities. And, there’s an application 
here for us, as well. Our sinful           
brokenness will always keep us in     
desperate need of God’s word to     
confront our spiritual drift. And, it’s 
God’s word that is our spiritual lifeline. 
We simply cannot do the spiritual life 
without it. So, as we consider Israel’s 
spiritual failure, in the book of Malachi, 
over the next few posts, we’ll discover 
that our tendencies are no different! 
But, there’s hope here; for Israel & us. 

The Hope Of A New Covenant—  
The hope that Malachi speaks of is a “new covenant” with God. A covenant that points to 
God’s great mercy & grace. There is always “good news” with God! Even if you’ve drifted 
spiritually, He is quick to forgive & restore you to fellowship, with Him, if you humble 
yourself & confess your sin to Him. But, make no mistake, if you’re a child of His; and, 
you’ve guilty of spiritual drift, He will confront you over it, as He did Israel, through the 
Prophet Malachi. God confronts us when we’re skeptical of His love. Israel had become 
skeptical of God’s love. They had allowed life’s circumstances to jade their thoughts about 
God’s love for them. How could God love them; and, allow them to be exiled from the 
land of promise? How could God love them; and, allow Jerusalem to be destroyed; and, 
the temple to be leveled? They had allowed their circumstances to blind them to God’s 
faithful love. We’ll look at God’s answer in our next post. 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, December 5 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Erickson Thursday Night;       

Jen Hagler Thurs 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning 

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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