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Skeptical Of God’s Love?   

 

Announcements 

 Looking For A Good Book? 
Pickup a copy of “Rediscover 
Church” by C. Hansen              
& J. Leeman 

 Looking For A Bible Study     
Resource? Try 
www.studylight.org. Lots of 
great Bible study tools! 

 

Meet A Minimum Of             
2 Times A Month 

 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry 
@ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

The Old Testament book of Malachi 
opens with an interaction between 
God and the nation of Israel. “‘I have 
loved you,’ says the Lord. But you 
ask: ‘How have You loved us?’” (1:2). 
Israel had become skeptical of God’s 
love for them! They had allowed 
life’s circumstances to jade their 
thoughts about God’s love for them. 
So, how does God answer their  
skepticism? “‘Wasn’t Esau Jacob’s 
brother?’ This is the Lord’s             
declaration. ‘Even so, I loved Jacob, 
but I hated Esau.’” What does that 
mean? How is that an answer to 
their question about God’s love for 
them? Well, let me try and walk you 
through it. “Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother?” Yes! The answer was yes! 
Though Israel descended from Jacob, 
every Israelite knew that Esau was 
Jacob’s twin brother born to Isaac & 
Rebecca. They also knew that Esau 
was the older brother; which meant, 
according to the customs of the 
time, that he should have gained all 
the rights & privileges as the main 
heir of the father’s blessings. So, 
what is the point? He answers their 
skepticism, about His love for them, 
by reminding them that He could 
have just as easily chosen Esau in-
stead of Jacob; because they were 
twins & Esau was, in fact, the older 
brother! But, God chose Jacob and 
passed over Esau! Are you tracking 
with me so far? Because here’s the 
hard part; God answers their       
skepticism by telling Israel that He 

loved them with free, sovereign, un-
conditional love! It was “free” because 
God’s love cannot be earned! It was 
“sovereign” because God is in absolute 
control of all the world’s affairs! And, it 
was “unconditional” because Israel 
didn’t have to perform under certain 
conditions to receive it! If you’re at all 
like me, you’ve found the Biblical doc-
trine of God’s election to be one of the 
most difficult doctrines to receive. 
Why? Because it doesn’t seem “fair” 
does it? We’re all about “fairness”; 
aren’t we? This is such a hard doctrine 
that I’ve known many preachers try 
and explain it away; or, to just avoid it 
altogether! But, what about “free will” 
we want to ask! Didn’t Jacob have free 
will to choose or reject God? Yes! But, 
didn’t God choose Jacob & reject Esau? 
Yes! But, doesn’t that seem like a con-
tradiction? Yes! It seems like one! But, 
it’s not! Because we know there are no 
contradictions in God’s word! There’s a 
tension here; as there are many        
tensions in the Scriptures, aren’t there? 
And, there’s a big difference between a 
“contradiction” and a “tension.” There 
can be tension between 2 truths! We 
can’t avoid preaching the 2 truths just 
because they create tension! If both 
are taught in Scripture; then, both 
must be preached! Does Scripture 
teach the “free will” of man? Yes,    
Romans 10:13; Acts 2:21; and,          
Revelation 22:17, among other       
Scriptures, all convey that anyone    
desiring to be saved can be saved! 
 

Living With Tension In Scripture 
At the same time, Jesus says, “NO ONE can come to Me unless the Father draws him…”; 
and, He says, “You did not choose Me, I chose you…” (John 6:44; 15:16). And, 1 John says, 
“We love Him because He loved us first” (4:19). So, which is it; “free will” or God’s 
“election”? Yes is the answer! Did Jacob choose God; or, did God choose Jacob? Yes is the 
answer! Do we have “free will”; or, does God “elect” us into His family? The answer is 
YES! Somehow God’s sovereignty covers my free will in a way that only God can make it 
happen! I choose Him because He chose me! I’ve learned to live with the tension; and, 
I’ve learned to love it! I’m okay with not figuring it out! I’ve memorized Proverbs 25:2 just 
to remind myself on these occasions:  “It is the glory of God to CONCEAL a matter…” I  
believe that says it’s to God’s glory that we can’t figure it out! He’s so much bigger than 
our intellectual abilities! Don’t become skeptical of Him! 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, December 12 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Pastor Terry Monday Night 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                          
Donna Ehlers Monday Morning 

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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