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Fishing For People  
Growing up in central Wisconsin, fishing was a routine part of my life for 

me. Our property bordered a river we frequently fished; and, a great 

fishing lake was only 15 minutes away. It was not uncommon for us to 

catch 20-30 fish in one evening. But, when my young bride and I moved 

to Colorado in 1984, fishing became a frustration for me. Catching 

Brook Trout in Colorado was a lot more difficult than catching bass and 

crappies in Wisconsin! It was work! You had to sneak up on them! If 

they spotted you, on shore, they’d go into a crazy frenzy and stir up all 

the dirt & sand, at the bottom of the stream, so they couldn’t be seen.  

In Matthew 4:18-22 we see Jesus calling His disciples to Himself; and, 

because many of them were fishermen by occupation, He uses it as a 

metaphor when He tells them, “I will make you fish for people.” Now, I’m 

guessing that, for many of you, the whole topic of evangelism &          

disciple-making conjures up images of my fishing experience in          

Colorado— sneaking up on sinners; throwing them a line w/ some kind 
of “spiritual bait” on it; and, trying to hook ‘em & reel ‘em in! But, with 

little success to show for it,  you’ve given up; you’ve quit fishing for   

people; and, declared that you must not have the “gift of evangelism.” I 

feel your pain! I’ve been there! But, I thank God; that, over the last 20 

years, He’s helped me to see the process differently. Making disciples; or, 

fishing for people is not about our giftedness or our clever words! It’s 

Jesus who has all authority over the disciple-making process— because 

of His person; because He is God, He carries with Him all the authority 

that comes with being God! In the words leading up to His Great   

Commission to the Church, Jesus said, “All authority has been given to Me 

in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations…” 

Matt. 28:18-20. When we fish for people we go, not in our own wisdom 

& authority; but, in the authority of God, the Son! And, we depend on 

the Holy Spirit to go ahead of us & lay the groundwork by “…convicting 

the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment…” John 16:8.  The entire    

process is a spiritual work that Jesus oversees! When we believe it’s up 

to us to “win” people to Jesus, we’ve overstepped our responsibilities! 

We get in the way! In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” We are NOT the 

way to the Father! Only Jesus is the way to the Father!  

What’s The Implication? 

Jesus also taught that “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44). It is the Holy 
Spirit who convicts, and the Father who draws! It’s because Jesus has all authority that He sends us by the power of His 
authority! We have no authority, over the disciple-making process, on our own! We “go” under the umbrella of His au-
thority! Read Luke’s account in ch. 5:4-11 to fill in some of the details Matthew left out— when Jesus told them to cast 
their nets, Peter said, “…we’ve worked all night & haven’t caught a thing; but, because You told me to I’ll do it…” What 
happened? They caught so many fish that the nets began to tear! Jesus was teaching Peter— and us— that it’s not 
about our effort! When doing Jesus’ work it’s about His power & authority! We’re only called to be faithful to go share 
the gospel! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, December 18 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Randy Ehlers Sunday Night 
 1st— D. Mastbergen Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

  

          

 

 

 

Announcements 

 Christmas Eve Service:      
Saturday, December 24th, 
6:00-7:00 PM. Invite others 
to come! 

 Christmas Day Service:    
Sunday, December 25th, 
10:40-11:30 AM (Invite 
Cards @ Welcome Desk) 

Small Groups @ MBC 
 
 

 Are Committed To         
Multiplying—                 

While Numeric Growth 
Alone Does Not Make  

An Effective Small Group, 
Failure To Grow Can Be A 

Sign Of An Unhealthy 
Small Group 
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