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Growing Up Spiritually In Community  
We’ve often pointed out that the world generally obsesses over the 

“self.” But, God, in the Scriptures, directs us to be “God-focused” and 

“others-focused”! When Jesus was asked, “What is the greatest          

commandment?” He responded, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). Love God supremely; and love others 

in the same way that you love yourself! That means looking out for their 

best interests in the same way we look out for our best interests.      

Unfortunately, this “self-centeredness” has trickled down into our 

churches; so, even our spiritual growth is seen as something              

accomplished as an “individual.” For many modern believers, here in the 

West, being part of a church or a “community of faith” is seen as 

“supplemental”, and not “essential”, to our spiritual growth. We believe 

the Scriptures debunk that individualistic mindset.  God uses our local 

church— our faith community— to grow us at a deeper & more        
intimate level than can be accomplished alone. Paul often reminded the 

local churches (as he did the Church of Ephesus in ch.4:11-16) that they 

were to function as a “body” functions; not as a group of self-centered, 

self-absorbed individuals! The “work of the ministry” is to “build up the 

BODY”, he said. The spiritual growth God intends to accomplish in us 

individually happens in the context of the local church body. It’s NOT 

that we don’t grow as “individuals”; we do! But that growth comes, in 

part, through our interaction with others! God uses our fellowship & 

even our fights to sanctify us! He teaches us humility, forgiveness, and 

how to resolve conflicts. When we live an isolated life outside of the 

church we live as though we are autonomous! Only God, however, is 

truly autonomous! He alone answers to no one! We must give an      

account of our lives to God; and, He has devised the church body to 

keep us accountable! It’s His plan that by holding ourselves accountable 

to other believers we will be stretched & matured so that we might 

hear a “well done good & faithful servant” when we stand before Him! We 

are called to “bear one another’s burdens”; and, those burdens come in 

different shapes and sizes. Sometimes we are burdened by sin. At other 

times, our burden is physical or emotional; and, God intends to use our 

brothers & sisters, in Christ, to help mature us!  

Why Are We Here? 

“Since making disciples is the main reason why a church exists, everything in the corporate body of the local church 
needs to be aligned in a way that funnels people toward these discipleship environments, the most notable of which is 
the relational small group”—from the chapter titled “Rethinking Our Practices” p.171 in Jim Putnam’s excellent 
book, DiscipleShift.  Depending on the English translation of the Scriptures that you use, there are between 60-65 “each 
other” or “one another” admonitions in the New Testament. All of them relate to the interaction of believers in the 
body of a local church! I would conclude that it’s not even possible to obey those “each other” or “one another”       
commands unless we are part of a local community of faith! God uses even our “bad experiences” in the church to 
sanctify & grow each member! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, December 25 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon; Josh 

Tackett Sunday Night 

 1st— D. Mastbergen Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

  

          

 

 

 

Announcements 

 Christmas Eve Service:      
Saturday, December 24th, 
6:00-7:00 PM. Invite others 
to come! 

 Christmas Day Service:    
Sunday, December 25th, 
10:40-11:30 AM (Invite 
Cards @ Welcome Desk) 

Small Groups @ MBC 
 
 

 Are Committed To       
Developing New Leaders 

Through                       
Apprenticeship— 

Small Group Leaders Are 
Intentional About         

Reproducing Themselves 
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