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Messiah, Or Not?   

 

Announcements 

 Looking For A Good News 
Source? Go to 
www.christiannewsnow.com  
& sign-up for daily emails 

 Looking For A Book On Bible 
Doctrine? Pickup Paul David 
Tripp’s new book                     

Are Committed To             
Developing New Leaders 
Through Apprenticeship— 
Small Group Leaders Are 

Intentional                     
About Reproducing      

Themselves 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry 
@ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

Because of the times, it wasn’t at all 
uncommon for “Messiahs” to pop up 
all over Israel before and after Jesus’ 
arrival on the scene! Many were 
“military Messiah’s” claiming the  
ability & power to overthrow the  
Roman occupation of Israel. And,  
because so many of the O.T.            
descriptions, of Messiah, depicted a 
conquering king, the hopes of the 
people would rise each time it       
appeared that one of these 
“Messiahs” could deliver them from 
their oppression; and, make Israel 
great again! So, because of all the 
anticipation & hope, of a coming 
Messiah; and, because of all the 
failed “Messiahs”, the Jewish religious 
leaders developed specific protocols 
to follow whenever anyone came on 
the scene claiming to be the Messiah. 
Historical records reveal a 3-step    
process that the Scribes and         
Pharisees used to investigate every 
Messianic claim. Just explore 
Matthew’s gospel— written            
specifically to a Jewish audience— 
and observe how this process played 
out with Jesus’ claims. Like the 
Scribes and Pharisees, you need to 
consider the evidence; and, make 
your own decision about Jesus Christ. 
You cannot remain neutral about  
Jesus! As C.S. Lewis put it, Jesus was 
either a liar (and, therefore not a 
good person); or, He was a lunatic 
(and, therefore to be pitied); or, He 
was Lord, the Messiah, God in the 

flesh and worthy of all our devotion & 
worship! So, let’s suppose that we were 
part of the religious contingent when 
Jesus came on the scene. Here’s how 
they would have responded as the 
claims of miracles & Messiahship began 
to come to their attention. First, they 
would begin to observe the Messianic 
claims from afar! That’s precisely what 
we see in Matthew’s gospel. A           
delegation was assembled, by the     
religious leaders; and, they simply    
observed Jesus. They asked no        
questions; and, they raised no            
objections. Their only purpose, at the 
first, was to put together as much      
information as they could to determine 
if the claim was legitimate enough to 
advance to the 2nd step. They would 
report back to the Sanhedrin where the 
religious leaders would determine, from 
the observations, what the next step 
would be moving forward. Was it a    
legitimate movement? Was it             
significant? If not, they’d call off the 
investigation; and, the so-called 
“Messianic” movement would just die a 
slow death! That’s most likely what was 
happening, in Acts chapter 5 when   
Gamaliel made his comments about the 
followers of Jesus. He warned them to 
be careful what they did with these  
followers. Let them go; and, they may 
just scatter over time! “But if it is of 
God,” he said, “you will not be able to 
overthrow them. You may even be 
fighting against God.” Jesus was still 
being debated after His death. 

If Messianic Claims Were Legit—  
If the Sanhedrin determined the Messianic claims were potentially legitimate, they’d 
move to the next stage. The Messianic examination would continue with interrogations. 
At this point, the delegation was permitted to interview all bystanders; as well as the  
leaders in the movement; and, even the one claiming to be the Messiah. They would    
interact with His teachings; they’d raise objections; and, even attempt to trap him in such 
a way as to break him out of his “Messianic” character. From their studies in the Old    
Testament, the Jewish Rabbis; and, religious leaders knew that the Messiah would fulfill 
prophecy & complete certain tasks that only God would be able to perform. We know, 
from the Jewish writings of the time, that the sages of Israel believed the Messiah would 
perform 3 specific miracles to validate His identity. And, we’ve run out of time & space! 
So, we’ll pick it up there at our next post! 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, January 2 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 
Erickson Thursday Night;       

Jen Hagler Thurs 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                           

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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