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The Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3

Nebuchadnezzar (!"# yoo kad NEZ uhr) was the king of Babylon. 
One day, Nebuchadnezzar made a tall gold statue. His official 
announced to all the people of Babylon: “When you hear music, 

you must fall down and worship this statue. Anyone who 
doesn’t will be thrown into a fiery furnace!”

So when the people heard music, they 
fell down and worshiped the gold 

statue. But not everyone bowed 
down and worshiped the statue. 

Three friends from Judah—
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego—refused to bow 
down to a statue.

Some men complained 
to King Nebuchadnezzar. 
“You made a rule for all the 
people,” they reminded the 
king, “but some of the men 

from Judah do not bow down 
and worship your statue.”

This news made King 
Nebuchadnezzar angry! He 

called for Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. “Is it true that you do not 

serve my gods or worship the gold statue?” he 
asked. “If you do not bow down when you hear the 

music, I will throw you into a fiery furnace! Then what god could 
rescue you from my power?”

The friends answered, “King, the God we serve is able to rescue 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Wear a costume: 
Dress in Bible times 
clothes and tell 
the story from the 
perspective of one 
of the three friends. 
Or recruit three 
adults to act out 
the roles.

• Use props or 
pictures: Display 
the Bible story 
picture. Search 
study Bibles, Bible 
storybooks, or 
online for additional 
pictures of this 
story, such as the 
king’s gold statue.

The BIBLE Story
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us from the fiery furnace. He can save us from you. But 
even if God chooses not to rescue us, we won’t serve your 
gods. We will not bow down and worship the statue.”

King Nebuchadnezzar was even angrier! He made the 
fire even hotter and told some of his soldiers to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then the soldiers 
threw the friends into the fiery furnace.

Suddenly, King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up. “Didn’t 
we tie up three men and throw them into the fire? Look!” 
the king shouted. “I see four men walking around in the 
fire. They aren’t tied up, and the fourth man looks like a 
son of the gods!”

Nebuchadnezzar quickly went to the door of the 
furnace. He called out, “Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego—
servants of the Most High God! Come here!” So 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. 
They had not been hurt by the fire at all—their clothes 
did not even smell like smoke.

Nebuchadnezzar praised God: “The God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego sent an angel and rescued 
His servants!” King Nebuchadnezzar made a new law 
for all the people. “Anyone who says anything against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s God will be 
punished! No other god can save people like this!” Then 
the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego important 
jobs in his kingdom.

Christ Connection: God was with Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the fire. Only He could rescue them. God rescues 
us too, through His Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can save us from our 
sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross provided the way for us to be 
rescued from sin and have eternal life.
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