
Starting Point
A 10-WEEK JOURNEY TO DISCOVER YOUR ROLE IN THE MISSION OF GOD



Everyone has a starting point. Whether it’s playing a sport, reading a book, or pursuing 
a relationship, we all start somewhere. The same is true in our spiritual lives. We all start 
somewhere. These points of origin di!er for each person, but it’s vital that we allow 
God to take a starting point and begin the hard work of moving us forward into His 
plan for our lives. 

Over the next 10 weeks, you are embarking on a journey that is meant to help you 
discover God’s mission in the world and the unique role you are called to play in that 
mission. For true transformation to happen, it’s important that you process these ideas 
with other people in your church community as you take steps from your starting 
point toward God’s grand mission. 

The Send Network exists to push back lostness 
in North America. That purpose is accomplished 

through church planting in areas of greatest need.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, 

Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Holman 
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Bible Publishers.
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IMAGO DEI
“I will praise You because I have been remarkably and wonderfully 

made. Your works are wonderful, and I know this very well.”

Ps 139:14

What’s your life’s mission? So much for easy questions to start o! a new study, right? 
No really, why are you on this earth? Your answer to this question—more than any 
other single factor—will shape the trajectory of your life. If you don’t have a compelling 
answer to the question, you’ll likely sleepwalk through life, either pursuing things that 
don’t matter or not really pursuing anything at all. So, try your hand at it. How would 
you define your life’s mission in one sentence?

 

 

 

Since this is such a big question with so many implications for our lives, it’s important 
that we ask a more foundational question: What does God say about my life’s mission? 
As the Author of all created things, He has the right to define their purpose and, in His 
kindness, He has explained our purpose clearly in the pages of Scripture.

You are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14–15). The God who made you—
the One who created all that is and will ever be—knit you together in a specific way 
to showcase His glory. He made you fearfully—taking intricate care to ensure you are 
designed in just the right way. And, He made you wonderfully—shaping you to be a 
unique reflection of His creativity and power.

Do you tend to think of yourself as being made fearfully and wonderfully by an all-powerful 
God? What would change about your life if you really believed this to be true? 

 

 

 

WEEK 1
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Our created design informs everything about our life’s mission. Since we are fearfully 
made, we are to take care to use our lives to their fullest potential, maximizing the abilities, 
gifts and opportunities God has given us. Because we are wonderfully made, we should 
seek to leverage our lives to reflect His glory in all things. This is our life’s mission.

All the way back at the dawn of creation, God created men and women with this mission. 
Three times in the span on three verses, we read that God created people in His image 
and once again we are told that man is created in God’s likeness: 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the 
livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” So 
God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of 
God; He created them male and female. God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule 
the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls 
on the earth” (Genesis 1:26–28).

Later, this same theme is repeated in Genesis 5:1: “These are the family records of the 
descendants of Adam. On the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness 
of God.” By this time, sin has entered the story of humanity, yet God continues to a"rm 
that men and women are made in His image. Even after God sends the flood to judge 
human wickedness, He tells Noah that human life matters with these words: “Whoever 
sheds man’s blood, his blood will be shed by man, for God made man in His image” 
(Genesis 9:6). God wants to make it clear that the pinnacle of His creation—men and 
women—are uniquely designed after His image.

Everyone is created in the image of God—regardless of their gender, race, ethnicity, 
disability, socio-economic standing or any other factor. Many writers and thinkers 
have attempted to summarize exactly what it means to be created in God’s image. 
Obviously, the imago Dei (Latin for image of God) doesn’t mean that people physically 
look like God, like a child who has the same physical attributes as a certain parent. This 
leads some to define the image of God as a certain relational capacity that allows 
people to know and relate to God in a di!erent way than other aspects of God’s 
creation. Certainly, this is true, but it may not go far enough. In fact, the nature of the 
imago Dei may be more than a certain trait that humans possess—it likely also includes 
an action to which men and women are called.
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As image bearers, we are all meant to reflect God. Not only can we relate to Him in 
unique ways, but this relationship is meant to allow us to reflect Him in the world. Much 
like an ancient king who would set up statues of himself in a portion of his kingdom to 
remind the people of his presence, God sets up representative image-bearers throughout 
His world to remind the world of the true King. Read the story of King Nebuchadnezzar 
told in Daniel chapter 3. 

Why did he place his image in Babylon? What was the point? As an image bearer, 
how do you reflect Christ to your di!erent circles of influence?

 

 

 

At first glace, it may seem that bearing God’s image is impossible. Human sin means 
that men and women are incapable of representing God as proper image-bearers. All 
people are born in a state of sin and, as a result, are broken reflections of the image 
of God (Romans 4). Apart from the grace of God, our plight would be to live our 
lives trapped between the mission we are meant to pursue and our inability to do 
that very thing. We’d be forever unable to do what God created us to do. 

But, God is gracious. He sent His Son, Jesus, as the perfect reflection of the image 
of God (Hebrews 1:3). Jesus did more than merely serve as our example of how we 
might live this image-bearing mission. If that’s all He did, we’d still be in a bind—we 
would still be unable to follow the example He set because of our sinful hearts. 

Jesus is an example, but He’s also our substitute. He lived the life none of us could 
live and died the death we all deserved. By grace through faith, His death is credited 
to the account of His people—they no longer have to fear the eternal wrath of God 
since it has already been paid for in Christ (Ephesians 2:1–10). And His righteous life 
is credited to their account as well. When God looks at His children, He sees them as 
forgiven, pure and holy. God dwells in His people through His Holy Spirit and allows 
them to do what they were created to do in the first place—be the image of God. 

This understanding helps us connect the dots between Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, 
and our life’s mission. Try your hand at it. Why does Jesus matter for your ability to be 
the image of God?
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Why does the Holy Spirit matter for your ability to be the image of God? 

 

 

 

God’s goal, as stated by the prophet Habakkuk, is for “the knowledge of the Lord’s 
glory, as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). The imagery here is clear. Waters 
cover the sea totally, fully, completely. In fact, there is nothing that can rightly be called 
the sea that is not filled with water. The same is to be true of our world. God’s glory is 
meant to be known and worshipped among all people, everywhere. 

In order for this to happen, God has positioned His people throughout the world to 
uniquely and strategically be images of Him. There are believers in Turkey and Chicago, 
urban high-rises and suburban neighborhoods, law firms and inner-city schools, and all 
points in between. Each is there as a result of the strategic design of God. 

Sure, it may appear to us that we are in our neighborhood because we liked a certain 
house or because it positioned us around a thriving school, but from God’s perspective, 
we are in that home to be His image-bearing representative. We might think we are 
working day in and day out in a dead-end job merely to pay the bills, but God has more 
in mind. He has us there to point others to the glory of God. The same is true for every 
aspect of our lives. Nothing is the result of random chance. God is far more strategic 
than that. He wants to use every aspect of our lives to fill the earth with His glory as we 
bear His image. 

What evidence do you have that this is true in your life? Can you see examples of how 
God has positioned you in order to use you to bear His image? 

 

 

 

Can you recall a specific example of a time in your life when God has used your life to 
reflect His glory? How did this happen? What was the result? 
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The final question is simple and follows naturally from what we’ve established thus 
far: Are you reflecting God e!ectively? Or said another way, are you fulfilling God’s 
mission for your life? 

In order to answer this question, we’ve got to establish just what it means to be the 
image of God. Perhaps the most natural way to answer this question is to assess what 
our lives demonstrate about the glory of God. We’d want to know whether those 
we encounter on a daily basis notice a discernable di!erence in our lives by virtue 
of God’s saving work. Does our work ethic demonstrate that we are honoring God 
through excellent e!ort? Does our perseverance in the face of su!ering demonstrate 
that we have a greater hope than anything this world can o!er? Does our marriage 
paint an apt picture of Christ’s love for His church? We could assess our life’s mission 
using these and a host of other similar questions. In each case, we’d be asking how 
well we reflect the glory of God and the transformation He has wrought in our lives. 
Certainly, this is a vital aspect of imaging God through our life’s mission. It would be 
foolish to assume people would be drawn to worship our glorious God if His people 
did not reflect His glory. 

In what areas of life is it most important to demonstrate the glory of God?

 

 

 

The other aspect of our image-bearing nature—and one that we must not minimize—is 
the role we have in declaring the message of Jesus and the glory of God. The reality is 
that most of those who are far from God may observe someone living a God-honoring life 
and think that this person is simply being good. They may assume a co-worker, neighbor 
or friend, is moral or upright, but not understand the connection between this person’s 
actions and the work of God, through Jesus, to transform their heart. Unless we are overt 
to speak about Jesus and connect the dots between our lives and Jesus’ work, then we’ve 
neglected a vital component of our image-bearing work. 

The person who watches you respond when your spouse is diagnosed with cancer 
needs to understand that your hope is based on the future promise of the resurrection 
made possible because of Jesus. The co-worker who watches you refrain from cutting 
corners and bending the rules needs to know you do this because all your life is worship 
unto the Lord who has given His very best to redeem you. The friend whose marriage 
is crumbling needs to know that your marriage is healthy, not because you two are 
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compatible and have made good life choices—but because you love and serve one 
another as a response to Jesus’ sacrificial love on your behalf. And, not only do others 
need to know this connection, but they need to be shown how they can find new life 
in Christ as well. 

What aspects of Jesus life, death and resurrection would you need to communicate in 
order to e!ectively declare the good news? 

 

 

 

Reflect on your current circles of influence and daily rhythms. What score would you 
give yourself if you had to score your faithfulness in declaring and demonstrating the 
gospel with 1 being poor and 10 being excellent? 

Demonstrating the Gospel

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Declaring the Gospel

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Which of these comes most naturally to you? Which is the most challenging? Why do 
you think that is the case? 

 

 

 

Demonstrating and declaring the gospel, when combined, provide the proper definition 
of what it means to bear the image of God. The outworking of these actions is going 
to look di!erent for everyone. Of course, the gospel message is the same. But you may 
present it in di!erent ways whether you are talking to a single mom who lives next 
door or the corporate executive drinking co!ee next to you on the morning commute. 
You are going to demonstrate the transformation brought about by the gospel in 
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di!erent ways, at di!erent seasons of life, and to di!erent types of people. The 
president of a tech startup company in the Pacific Northwest will likely demonstrate 
and declare the gospel in di!erent ways than the stay-at-home mom living in a 
suburban community in the Southeast. 

But, neither is more important than the other. God has been strategic to ensure that 
His image-bearers are positioned to bring Him glory throughout every aspect of 
society. What is important, is that all of God’s children are leveraging their lives for 
this mission. It would be a tragedy to have believers positioned by God in strategic 
locations who squander and neglect their life’s mission. That’s why this study is so 
important. North America is filled with professing believers who are doing just that 
and the implications for our culture are obvious. Every day, scores and scores of men, 
women and children move throughout their lives without knowledge of the glory 
of God. Those of us who have been taken captive by that glory are then given the 
gracious privilege of being an image of that glory to these very people until the day 
Jesus returns and it can truly be said that God’s glory fills the earth forever. 
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Discuss:
1.  What do you think comes to the mind of the average church attender when 

that person thinks about God’s mission in the world? Is it common for people to 
understand their life’s mission in light of the image of God? Why or why not? 

2.  Use your group as an example. Ask each group member to place their life 
on a map of your city by locating the place they live, where they work, 
where they or their kids attend school and at least one of the places they 
frequent most often. Once every member of the group has placed them-
selves on the map, consider the implications of God’s work to position your 
group in these areas. Based on these locations, what do you observe about 
God’s work? What unique opportunities has God given your group? How 
could you strategically work together in God’s mission? 

3.  Allow various group members to share how they scored themselves on 
the scale regarding declaring and demonstrating the gospel. Are there 
any common themes for your group members? Why do you think these 
conclusions are true? What ways could you work together to address 
weaknesses related to declaring and demonstrating the gospel? 

4.  Imagine that you are sitting down to talk with someone who just came to 
faith in Jesus within the last month. They’ve asked you to help them think 
through how their salvation should shape their life’s mission. What would 
you tell them? How would you use the concepts presented this week to 
help them understand their mission? What other passages of Scripture 
would you want them to read or ideas would you want them to consider? 

5.  Have you ever sensed God stirring your heart to declare or demonstrate His 
glory in a new context? This might mean in a new city, a new job, or even 
just a new gym you’d like to frequent. When is the last time you sensed God 
calling you to be an image of Him in a new way and you obeying His leading? 
What happened? What changes might God be calling you to make at this 
stage in your Christian walk? 


