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MISSIO DEI
“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 

Lord’s glory, as the waters cover the sea.”

Habakkuk 2:14

We’ve come full circle. Back in week one, we considered God’s creation and the 
mission of men and women within the world God made. We saw that God created all 
people to declare and demonstrate His glory to the ends of the earth. This idea links 
the mission of God (missio Dei) and the imago Dei (image of God). The missio Dei is 
God’s plan to fill the earth with His glory by saving sinners and fixing the world. This 
is what He has been doing since Creation and what He will continue to do until the 
world, as we know it, ends. In order to accomplish this mission, God choose to create 
image-bearers who would represent and reflect His glory throughout the world. As 
people fulfill their image-bearing mission, God’s mission is accomplished. This is what 
we were made for, though far too often we neglect our God-given mission.

We’ve got good news though. God has already made a fantastic promise about the 
future. John’s vision captures a glimpse of this coming reality: 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea no longer existed.  I also saw 
the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice 
from the throne: Look! God’s dwelling is with humanity, and He will live 
with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them 
and be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death 
will no longer exist; grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer, because 
the previous things have passed away” (Revelation 21:1–4). 

You’ve probably had the experience of watching a movie you’ve seen before or 
re-watching a ballgame where you already know the outcome. It’s intense the first 
time you watch the movie or the game. You’re on the edge of your seat, unsure of the 
outcome. You might pace around the living room or anxiously cover your eyes. This 
is normal for any event in which the outcome is up in the air. But, it’s totally foolish 
if you already know the outcome. You’d make fun of a friend who was yelling at the 
TV when he was watching a ballgame when he already knew his team had won. If the 
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outcome is determined, then you can just kick back and enjoy the fun of watching it 
again without any stress. 

In a very similar way, the final outcome of our lives and of our world has already been 
determined by God. For example, read 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18. Why would Paul tell 
the church to encourage one another with these words? What is encouraging about 
these words? 

 

 

 

Now read Revelation 21:22–22:5. What is encouraging about this passage? 

 

 

 

These two passages are merely a sampling of the promises of God related to the future 
hope for those who are in Christ Jesus. And, here’s where the news gets really, really 
good. These promises come from God! You and I don’t make promises like God does. 
We’re prone to break our promises. We say things like, “I’ll be there at 7pm” or “I’ll grab 
some bread on the way home from work.” Our intentions are good, but we don’t always 
keep our word. We forget. We run out of time. We get selfish. Whatever the cause, the 
underlying reason is that you and I are frail humans. We’re not like God who “does not 
lie or change His mind, for He is not man who changes his mind” (1 Samuel 15:29). God 
doesn’t change His mind and He won’t break His promises. He always keeps His word. 
He will do whatever He has promised to do in the future. He’s got a good track record. 
Throughout the Old Testament, He made promise after promise of the coming Messiah, 
going all the way back to Genesis chapter 3 where He promised that a son of Eve would 
crush Satan. Each and every time, God came through on His promises. The life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus are a stunning picture of a God who always does what He says He 
will do. 

How should the promise-keeping nature of God change the way you live your life? In 
what areas, should God’s character give you peace and hope? 
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We’ve got one life to live and the outcome is already decided. Sure, we don’t know 
the exact twists and turns our life will take, but we do know how it will all end. Think 
about how this might apply to a classic passage like Hebrews 12:1 – 2: 

“Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding 
us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let 
us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on 
Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay 
before Him endured a cross and despised the shame and has sat down 
at the right hand of God’s throne.”

Let us run with endurance. This idea is often applied to concrete aspects of human 
existence. Run with endurance when you are faced with adversity—when cancer 
strikes, when a loved one dies, when you lose a job, or when your marriage is on the 
ropes. Or, we apply it to various spiritual disciplines. Don’t give up, continue reading 
your Bible, praying and fasting even when you might not want to. Press on! There’s no 
doubt that these are valid applications of this passage. 

But, there may be one additional way we could look at this text in light of what we’ve 
been discussing throughout this study. Run the race of your mission with endurance. 
Declare and demonstrate the gospel. Don’t quit. Throw o! sin because it will hinder 
your mission. Keep your eyes on Jesus because He is the picture of faithful mission. 
Run. Run hard because He’s called you to this race, goes with you as you run and is 
waiting for you at the finish line. 

Mission is hard work. First, it will force you to adjust your priorities. You simply will 
not be able to continue to live a life that revolves around you. You’ll have to give up 
some things in order to invest your life in others. Second, you’ll get hurt along the 
way. People will say mean things. Relationships might change. People might not listen 
to what you have to say. Finally, you’ll have to focus. You will not drift toward mission. 
It will take hard work to keep your priorities in line and shape each day around what 
will position you for maximum e!ectiveness. As with everything worthwhile in life, 
you’ll have to endure. You’ll have to push through hard days. You’ll have to work. And, 
this is probably why so many people give up and settle for an average, mission-less 
life. What about you? What obstacles stand in the way of you running your missionary 
race well? 
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In Hebrews 12, the author points our attention to Jesus, and not simply to the race set 
before us. He says, “look to Jesus.” Why? Because He’s authored the race, meaning 
He designed it and He knows its course. And, He’s the perfector, meaning He’s fin-
ished the race and done so with excellence. He sets the model of a perfect mission-
ary. This is where we get the language of Mission Dei—the mission of God. It is not 
simply that God does missionary things, but that He is a God of mission. It’s intrinsic 
to His character. He lives on mission to seek and save that which is lost (Luke 15). 
So, when you and I give of ourselves to live on mission we are being like God. Have 
you ever thought of it that way? We’re prone to think that we’re like God when we’re 
singing songs, listening to sermons, abstaining from some sin, or doing something 
else that’s typically thought of as “spiritual”. But, you’re also like God when you have 
a non-believing neighbor over for dinner, share some laughs, play a game and find 
creative ways to speak about God’s goodness. You’re like God when you hear of a 
co-worker going through a di"cult time and you call her on the way home from work 
just to listen to her cry. You’re also like God in thousands upon thousands of little 
ways that you die to yourself and live for His mission. 

How does this idea of everyday mission give encouragement and purpose to your 
day? Your work? Your neighborhood? Your school? 

 

 

 

Because we’re so prone to neglect God’s mission, we really need one another. That’s 
why it’s great if you’re doing this study with a group of friends from your church. At the 
end of ten weeks, you should know one another enough to understand how others are 
wired for mission and the various challenges they may face when they seek to live a 
life of mission. You are now God’s gift to your fellow brother and sister in order to keep 
their focus on God’s mission. 

Think of some practical ways you might do this. How can you encourage others 
to live on mission? What are some practical steps you could take to increase the 
missionary fervor of your church community? 
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One of the most e!ective ways you can spur one another on to mission is to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness in and through your missionary e!orts. Throughout the Scriptures 
we find examples of God’s people calling to mind His past faithfulness as motivation 
for continued obedience (see the book of Deuteronomy). These men and women knew 
that they were prone to forget God’s faithfulness, so they made it a habit of calling to 
mind God’s work in the past, both great and small. They told stories and sang songs 
that recounted the myriad of ways God had acted on their behalf. 

You and your group should do the same. Hopefully, you have a few examples of 
ways God has been faithful over the course of these ten weeks. Start by thinking of 
your own life. In the space below write one example of a way God has challenged, 
stretched, or grown you? 

 

 

 

Now, think about your family. What is one way God has enhanced the mission of your 
family? How has He proven faithful there? 

 

 

 

Finally, think about your non-Christian friends. Recount one story of how God has proven 
Himself faithful as you’ve attempted to declare and demonstrate the gospel to them.

 

 

 

Now, write a prayer asking God for a specific need in each of these areas. It might be 
that He would continue to bring to mind your missionary tasks throughout the week. You 
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might ask that God would save your ten-year-old daughter or that He would give you 
and your wife a chance to share the gospel with your non-believing neighbor. You could 
pray that God would use your co-workers divorce to prompt gospel conversations or 
that He would make it possible for you to share your testimony with your local barista. 
Whatever the need, make sure it is specific and clear. 

My prayer for myself:

 

 

 

My prayer for my family: 

 

 

 

My prayer for my non-Christian friends:
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Discuss:
1.  When is a time in your life when you were most passionate about engaging in 

God’s mission? What factors caused this passion? Why does your excitement 
about missionary living wane? 

2.  What is the Missio Dei? Why is our obedience derived from the missionary 
nature of God? How is this an encouragement for you to live on mission? 

3.  How is Jesus the perfect missionary? In what way is your mission similar 
and di!erent from His? 

4.  How has God shown Himself faithful and powerful through this study? 
Share a story of God’s work in your life, in your family and in your missionary 
activity as a result of these ten weeks. 

5.  Conclude by praying together for the areas in your life in which you are 
trusting God for help as you seek to live a missionary life.
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