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AWARENESS
“Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses sur-
rounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily 
ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, 
keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised 
the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God’s throne.”

Hebrews 12:1–2

In our day, there is no shortage of advice on how to tackle any project. You can find an 
endless assortment of tutorial videos or blogs in which would-be experts describe the 
intricate process of building raised flower beds, changing a spark plug, or diagnosing 
the strange pain in your elbow. These tools are a big help to a novice in any field. Simply 
follow steps 1, 2, 3 and you’ll arrive at the final project of your dreams. 

Or not, right? We’ve all likely been guilty of attempting to follow the pattern only 
to find that we made a minor mistake back in step one that drastically a!ects our 
ability to execute step fifty-seven. Every action isn’t as simple as it should be for 
one very simple reason: You! Nothing happens in the abstract; Everything flows 
through a real-life person—a person with weakness, flaws, misunderstandings 
and all sorts of other challenges that make the execution of the task challenging. 
Yet, that same person also has a solid assortment of gifts and abilities that he or 
she brings to the table that enhances the work. Some are more naturally gifted to 
build a table, while others excel at gardening or quilting. The totality of each person 
shapes every action in hundreds of ways. 

The same is true for our mission to declare and demonstrate the glory of God to the 
ends of the earth. This is not an abstract task we can follow in a step-by-step fashion. 
And, ours is not a mission that will look like other Christians we know. We shape the 
mission—in good ways and bad. This is an undeniable fact. What’s important, and what 
will serve as the focus of this week’s study, is that we understand ourselves in order to 
address our weaknesses and leverage our strengths for the mission God has uniquely 
given us. 

How do you, personally, enhance and hinder God’s work in your life?

 

 

 

WEEK 5
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Your Unique Design
Back in week one, we established the fact that God created people to live on mission to 
bear his image to the world. This image-bearing task is common to all people, regardless 
of their age, gender, ethnicity, background, socio-economic standing, or any other factor. 
Yet, we all image God in di!ering ways. 

Consider the truth of Psalm 139:13–16:

“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my
mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was
not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven
in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in
your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed
for me, when as yet there was none of them” (ESV). 

Inward. Secret. Unformed. God was at work in these places, long before you were born. 
There He was working to knit and weave you together to be uniquely you. This includes: 

Your Personality
God hard-wired you with certain innate characteristics that shape how you respond 
to the world around you. These personality factors are unique tools for God’s mission. 
However, they’ve been a!ected by sin, causing our personalities to be twisted and 
distorted in real and powerful ways. 

Your Physical Body
God fashioned you with a body. He could have created humans without physical bodies, 
but He didn’t. He took the dust of the ground and made tangible, physical beings with 
assorted traits like our gender that again, provide unique inroads for mission. 

Your Parents and Place
God gave you to certain parents and a certain time and place. Many of our biological 
families are broken by pain and dysfunction, but this doesn’t negate the fact that God 
gave you to them apart from any choice on your part. He also caused you to be born 
in a certain part of the world with a certain ethnicity and He desires to leverage these 
factors for His mission as well. 

Your Time
Finally, God caused you to be born at a certain time in human history. Think about 
it. You could have been born at any time—the Dark Ages, the Depression, or in the 
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future. You had no choice in this. Yet, God sent you to this earth to bear His image 
at a particular time.

How do you see these four factors shaping your mission? What do you learn about 
yourself and God from the amount of influence these factors have on your life though 
they were established long before you were born? 

 

 

 

Ask someone who knows you well to reflect on the same question. Ask them to assess 
how your personality, physical body, parents, place and time are God-given tools that 
can be used in mission. Write some observations from this conversation below.

 

 

 

Your Unique Sin
The second shaping influence on our mission is a bit less exciting, but critical none-
theless. All people are born dead in sin, yet not all people are born susceptible to the 
exact same sin pattern. Yes, we are all rebels from God, but this rebellion takes many 
di!erent forms. Some of these factors are also defined from birth—we may be born 
into families with certain sinful patterns or have predispositions to addiction from the 
outset of our lives. Many times, however, we develop patterns of rebellion at an early 
age that become ingrained in our being and shape our lives. For example, a teenage 
boy may selfishly horde resources in an e!ort to appear more important than his 
peers. In time, that man may become a businessman whose self-worth is defined by 
his bank account and who crushes others who get in the way of his success. Another 
girl might find fulfillment through the love of others, pursuing one failed relationship 
after another with each leaving her more broken than before. None of these behaviors 
are original, but their outworking in our lives creates a person with a unique propensity 
to sin and pain from its implications. 

How has your sin shaped your life? 
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Can you think of a time when your hurts, failures or pain have been a tool God has 
used to help you share the good news with others? How might your sinful choices be 
a tool God can use to make you more e!ective in His mission?

 

 

 

It’s important to slow down a bit here and really drill down on the implications of your sin 
in your life’s mission. God can, and does, use our sin to position us for gospel witness, but 
our sin can also become a great impediment. If we are not careful, we will grow far too 
accustomed to our sinful flesh. It will become a part of us, shaping our perception of life, 
ourselves and others in ways we may not even be aware. 

There are far too many stories that play out in a similar fashion. You’ve probably heard 
the horror stories or experienced them firsthand. The pastor or leader who seems to 
have it all together falls, and he falls hard. It comes to light that lurking behind the façade 
of spiritual maturity is another person altogether. Once the hypocrisy is revealed, one 
wonders, “How in the world can someone who leads others to know the good news live 
in direct opposition to the good news he proclaimed?” These stories are far too common 
and reveal the diabolical nature of sin. Unless you are consciously, actively putting sin to 
death, you’ll find yourself in the same position (Romans 8:13). Back in week two, we 
discussed the role of spiritual formation in your mission to declare and demonstrate 
the glory of God. This formation is a life-long process, not something you ever 
complete in this life. Much like daily exercise, you must make it a regular part of 
your life, or you’ll begin to atrophy and lose spiritual strength and vitality. Paul says 
it this way in Ephesians 4:

“You took o! your former way of life, the old self that is corrupted by 
deceitful desires;  you are being renewed in the spirit of your minds; 
you put on the new self, the one created according to God’s likeness in 
righteousness and purity of the truth” (v. 22–24).

This process of putting o! and putting on takes work. Thankfully, we are not left to 
our own in this process. We have a number of God-given aids in this vital work of 
fleeing sin and pursuing holiness. A few helps are listed below. Beside each is a brief 
description followed by space for you to reflect on the role each of these plays in 
your life currently. Be honest with your answers and describe the way you are using 
each of these resources to fight sin in your life: 
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God’s Word—Reading and mediating on the Scriptures holds a mirror up to our lives, 
exposing the ways we rebel from God’s plan. 

 

 

True Friends—Pursuing genuine relationships with others serves as a way for others 
to point out blind spots in our life that we might miss on our own.

 

 
The Holy Spirit—Understanding the role of the Spirit and listening to His voice alerts 
our conscience to ways we have grown accustomed to sin.

 

 

The Church—Surrounding ourselves with the community of God’s people in the church 
feeds us with a steady diet of preaching, singing, praying and fellowship designed to 
anchor our hearts in the good news.

 

 

Are there any other resources that you’d add to this list? What has God given you to help 
you fight sin and pursue holiness? How are you taking advantage of these resources? 

 

 

Your Unique History
The uniqueness of what makes you, you, gets even more complex when we begin to 
press play on our lives. The years progress and with them comes a dizzying array of 
situations, circumstances and choices that define our lives. Remember back in Psalm 
139, where the Psalmist writes, “Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days 
were written in Your book and planned before a single one of them began” (Psalm 
139:16). God knows every day—the day your father died of cancer, the day you got 
rejected from the college of your dreams, the day your spouse proposed, the day you 
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had your first miscarriage, the day you landed the job you’d longed for and every day 
in between. God knew each of these days and was intentionally at work to use them 
for your good and His mission. 
 
List the top five most significant days or seasons in your life. These should be the 
types of defining events that have radically shaped the trajectory of your life. Beside 
each of these defining moments list at least one way you can see that event being 
useful in your e!orts to declare and demonstrate the glory of God. 

Event one:  
Why does it matter for my mission?

 

 

Event two:  
Why does it matter for my mission?

 

 

Event three:  
Why does it matter for my mission?

 

 

Event four:  
Why does it matter for my mission?

 

 

Event five:  
Why does it matter for my mission?
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Not only that, but your unique spiritual journey is a significant tool in your missionary 
lifestyle. If you know Jesus as Savior, then you have a story of His saving grace in your life. 
Like the man born blind, you can testify that “though I was blind, now I see” (John 9:25). 
For some, this salvation came at a young age, leaving you without much conscious mem-
ory of the process by which you came to know the Lord. Others have a story of God’s 
grace interrupting a life of blatant rebellion later in life. Regardless of the process, every-
one who knows God has a story of God’s miraculous kindness and the transformation 
He has brought. Even if you can’t remember your life before salvation, you do know the 
depth of your sin and the extent of God’s saving work. 

God will use your unique salvation story to aid you in sharing the gospel with others. 
There’s nothing new under the sun, so you can rest assured that others have sinned like 
you have and that God is pursuing others in a manner similar to your story. In addition, 
He can use your testimony of God’s grace to provoke thoughts in the minds of others 
of how God is at work in their lives as well. 

List a few descriptions of your testimony of God’s saving work in your life. You don’t 
need to write the full story here, simply list some of the highlights. As you do, consider 
how these experiences can be useful in your mission. How might God use your story to 
impact the lives of others? 

 

 

You’ll often be surprised that God will intentionally place people in your life who have 
similar life history and in whom God may be working in a similar way as He did in your 
life. Do you observe this in the relationships you have at this point? How might God 
be positioning you for gospel opportunities in these people’s lives? 

 

 

 

Your Unique Spiritual Gifting
There’s one final tool in your missionary arsenal that you should have awareness of 
in order to fulfill God’s unique plan for your life—your spiritual gifting. In a num-
ber of places, the Bible lists gifts given to believers upon their salvation (Romans 
12:6–8; 1 Corinthians 10:8–10; 1 Peter 4:11). There’s no reason to assume that these 
are exhaustive lists, instead, they likely reflect a percentage of the vast array 
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of the gifts Christians experience because of God’s Spirit dwelling within them. 
Every Christian can be assured that he or she is given a gift from God and it’s 
important to know your gifting and put those gifts to play in God’s mission. Think 
about it. If God gives you a gift, then you can rest assured that it’s going to be a 
really good gift and it will be particularly designed to fulfill the mission He’s en-
trusted to you. To squander such a gift would be foolish. 

There are all sorts of spiritual gifts tests available to Christians today. These tests may 
be helpful, but it’s often the case that we are well aware of how we’re gifted without 
ever taking a test. Take a minute to read the three passages listed above. As you do, list 
the top three ways you think you may be gifted by God for His mission in the world. It 
might be helpful to consider the following questions as you make this list: 

• What do I enjoy doing? 
• Where do I see God at work in my life? 
• What am I particularly good at? 
• What areas do other people tend to point out as strengths in my life? 
•  Which areas are linked to my personality in meaningful ways (meaning you 

might notice that you are naturally extroverted and good with people and, as a 
result, you excel in hospitality)?

Spiritual Gifts List

 

 

 

Now, ask a couple of trusted friends about these three gifts. Tell them why you listed each 
and what evidence you have for believing that God may have gifted you in these ways 
and ask for their input. Just as God told Paul, “My grace is su"cient for you,for power is 
perfected in weakness.” God says that same to you. He will use out weaknesses as we 
depend on His power. List some of your weaknesses and ask God to give you grace and 
power as you use those to declare and demonstrate God’s glory. 
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It’s amazing to consider the complexity and beauty of God’s creative work in your life. 
Everything from your design, your sin struggles, your history, your spiritual gifts, and 
weaknesses, testifies to the personal care He has taken to make you, you. Awareness 
allows you to leverage these gifts to declare and demonstrate the glory of God as the 
unique image bearer you were created to be. 
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Discuss:
1.  What factors make you, you? Imagine that someone who knew you well 

was asked to list five characteristics that are unique to you. What do you 
think they’d share? Pair o! with someone else in your group and share 
these characteristics and talk about how each of these factors reflects 
God’s design in your life.

2.  What challenges are present when others point out sin in your life or when 
you point out sin in the lives of others? What makes this process painful? 
How do people do this poorly and what steps should you take to do it well? 
In spite of the challenges, why is this work vital for true self-awareness? 

3.  Share your testimony with someone else in your group. Ask them to point 
out unique factors in your story that can be useful as you live as a missionary 
and testify to God’s grace. 

4.  Compile a list of the spiritual gifts and weaknesses of those in your group. 
Ask those who are comfortable sharing to discuss one way they see spiritual 
gifts and weaknesses evident in their lives? As each member shares, try to 
encourage one another with suggestions for how those might be valuable 
tools for God’s mission.


