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CALLING
“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 

And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!’”

Romans 10:14–15

What do you want to be when you grow up? 

Young kids respond to this question with all sorts of answers that make us smile like 
astronauts, professional athletes, doctors, teachers, or moms. It’s rare for these young 
dreams to play out exactly as the child imagines, but it’s a good thing for children to 
dream about the future. Adults have a tendency to stop asking this question, or at least 
to stop asking it explicitly. We settle into the flow of life and may fail to consider how 
God might be calling us to give our lives away for the sake of His mission in the world. 

Call to Mission
The first call all Christians have is a call to mission generally. God has commissioned 
every one of His image-bearers to declare and demonstrate His glory to the ends of 
the Earth. This reality is made clear when we consider one of Jesus first tasks in His 
public ministry. Matthew records the scene:

“As He was walking along the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon, 
who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into 
the sea, since they were fishermen. ‘Follow Me,’ He told them, ‘and I will 
make you fish for people!’ Immediately they left their nets and followed 
Him” (Matthew 4:18–20).

First, Jesus called them to Himself (follow Me) and then He sent them on mission (fish 
for people). This connection should be repeated in every person who comes to saving 
faith in Jesus. They are called to salvation and in turn sent on mission. 

This should not be a surprise because we see sending throughout the Scriptures. 
Even in the Old Testament, God called His people to go. Perhaps the most dramatic 
illustration of sending in the Old Testament is found in Isaiah 6. In this passage we 
catch a glimpse of God’s sending nature: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
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“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: ‘Who should I send? Who will go for Us?’” 
To this Isaiah responds, “Here I am. Send me” (Isaiah 6:8). God’s people go because 
God is a sending them out. 

John’s gospel contains the most overt sending language, using the word “sending” or 
“sent” over fifty times. Most of this sending language is reserved for God’s sending of 
Jesus who was the embodiment of God’s mission. In turn, Jesus says, “Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you’” (John 20:21). 
The Church is sent on active mission into the world and each individual member is 
a manifestation of this mission. But, this call is general. There’s also a sense in which 
God calls each of us to a specific mission. 

Call to a Specific Mission
You might think that it’s only pastors who experience a call to ministry. This is not 
true. Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus makes it clear that God gives leaders to 
His church so that every Christian in the local church can do “the work of ministry” 
(Ephesians 4:11–16). Ministry is a task the entire Church is called to. It’s important for 
you to begin to identify the way you are specifically called to mission. To do this, you 
might look at the following realities in your life. 

1. Your Gifting
How are you uniquely gifted for mission? What ways do your personality and gifts 
open opportunities for mission? As you grow in self-awareness through this study you 
should be able to identify very clear ways in which God has designed you for mission. 

 

 

2. Your Passions
What gets you out of bed in the morning? The answer to this question can give 
insight into your life’s calling. If you are particularly passionate to see people 
understand God’s Word, then you might be called to teach, whereas a particular 
passion toward the oppressed might mean that orphan care is a mission to which 
you’ve been called. 
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3. Your Location
Where you live, work and play provides a natural way to understand your mission. 
These locations are not haphazard, but are an intentional plan of God. They serve as 
your circle of responsibility—the areas in which God has given you to make disciples. 
What impact does your current location have on your calling? 

 

 

4. Your History
Finally, you might look to your life history for clarity in your calling. You may notice 
that God seems to bless particular work you’ve done in the past or that you’ve found 
unique joy when engaged in certain forms of mission. You may be a person who 
is effectively gifted in showing mercy to those in crisis or who enjoys helping 
under-resourced communities develop sustainable business practices. 

How does your life history help you understand your calling? 

 

 

5. Your Opportunities
All of the above presents you with clear opportunities for gospel witness. You should 
take note of the ready-made opportunities before you and seek to leverage them for 
mission. If your city is marked by racial division, then engaging in reconciliation might 
be a valuable life’s calling. If many of your neighbors are divorced, then it might be 
that God is calling you to provide marriage counseling or care to those experiencing 
the horror of a broken marriage. 

What opportunities are immediately before you? How should you engage in mission 
based on this reality? 

 

 

These factors can help us think beyond the typical way church members think about 
calling. Your mission is more than simply to hand out bulletins on a Sunday morning, 
make co!ee for guests, or serve in a weekly youth ministry. These are needed roles, 
but your mission is bigger than that and it’s important you can clearly articulate your 
calling to yourself and others. 
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Try your hand at it. In one sentence, write a statement of your life’s calling as you 
currently understand it. This sense of calling may change over time, but what do you 
sense God calling you to at this point in your life? You might begin your statement 
with “God has uniquely called me to engage in His mission by…” 

How would you complete this sentence? 

 

 

Starting New Curches
There’s one specific way you can play a role within God’s mission. Throughout North 
America there has been a resurgence of e!ort to start new churches, particularly in 
urban centers. New churches need missionary disciples to play various roles in the 
early stages of the church. We need more and more men and women who are willing 
to invest in this vital work in one of three ways. 

1. Church Planters
Some men may be called to start a new church. They are typically called church planters. 
They will often be the type of individual who took the challenge of leadership from last 
week’s session and demonstrated a clear gift in this area. They have multiplication in their 
DNA and are faithful and fruitful in their disciple-making work through their local church. 
Some with this track record should consider extending their e!orts to start a new church. 
While it may sound intimidating to think of yourself as a church planter, in reality church 
planters are those who are simply e!ective missionaries. God does the real work of 
starting a church, it’s simply our role to use our gifts in His mission and watch what He 
will do (Matthew 16:18). 

Through the e!ort of many church planters and leaders, tools have been created to 
aid in the discernment process for those who think they may be called to start a new 
church. If this is you, or if you are intrigued but don’t really understand the whole 
concept of church planting, check out these resources developed by The North 
American Mission Board at namb.net/SendNetwork.

Have you ever thought about starting a new church? What comes to your mind when 
you think about that? 
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2. Church Planting Team Member
Those who do not feel particularly called to start a new church still have a role to play. 
There is a great need for team members to assist church planters in various team 
roles. By virtue of the fact that church plants are new, they have an abundance of 
needs and your gifts will be valuable to the growth and development of the church. 
Most important, new churches need mature disciples who are willing to invest in the 
work of disciple-making. 

Some may be a part of a church planting team as a pastor or ministry leader, others 
may simply decide to relocate with a church plant and get a secular job in order to 
help. We need Christians from all walks of life and all professions who are willing to take 
a risk to live in a place that lacks healthy churches and invest in a church plant. You may 
be a part of a church that is sending out church planters on a regular basis. If so, ask 
your pastor or the church planter what needs there may be for church planting team 
members. If you could just as easily live and work in a place where there is a great need 
for more healthy churches, why not take the risk and watch God birth a new church? 

What would hinder you from being a church planting team member? What role could 
you play within a new church? 

 

 

 

3. Sender 
Those who may not leave to be part of starting a new church can still play a critical 
role in the health of a new church. The first, and most important, way you can do this 
is by praying intentionally and regularly for a specific church plant. Again, this might 
be a church plant sent by your current local church or it could be one you find online. 
Rest assured that any plant would love to have people interceding on their behalf. 
List the names of two church plants that you will commit to pray for.

1.  

2.  

Now, write three specific ways you could pray for these churches. Think about how 
you might pray for their evangelism and disciple-making e!orts or how you might 
pray for the church planterl and his family. Write three prayer requests below: 
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1.  

2.  

3.  

Now that you’ve selected two plants, find a way to contact the church planter and 
let them know you are praying. You’ll be surprised at the impact a letter or email can 
have in bringing hope and encouragement to planting e!orts. 

A second way you can be involved in sending is through partnership in giving and 
serving. You may feel led to give financially in order to establish a new church. Or you 
may be able to give time to go on a short-term trip to come alongside a need within 
the plant. Whatever the means, it’s critical to find ways to give of your blessings to 
aid the work of a church plant. 

How else could you serve and invest in starting a new church? If you don’t know, ask. 
Contact a church planter and ask them what their biggest needs are and ask God 
how you can meet these needs.

 

 

 

One final question may help this discussion of calling. How do you know where and 
how God is calling you? In the early portion of this week’s study, we provided you 
with five questions to determine your internal sense of calling. But, it is not enough 
merely to feel like you should do something. 

God uses those who know you best to a"rm your calling. There are not many people 
who know you as well as your spouse, fiancé, significant other, or best friend. They have 
had a front row seat to all the highs and lows of your life, your ministry and the impact 
you have made in the lives of others. They’ve seen the great examples of God’s work in 
and through you as well as how you respond when God works in this way. This is why it 
is extremely important to listen to those who know you best in regards to your calling. 
Their confirmation and a"rmation is crucial. 

Now when considering a call to church planting or vocational ministry, the voice of 
other mature believers is another very important factor. God often uses others to 
speak words of encouragement, truth and His desires to us. Listening for patterns 
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in what other believers see in your life can often be vital in learning where God may 
be leading you. It has the potential to save you many sleepless nights or seasons of 
drought in the long run. 

Take some time to ask the following questions to three people who know you well. 
Listen to their answers and jot down some observations you may have.

1.  How have you seen God at work in my life over the past few years? What are a 
few things that stand out to you?

2. In what ways could you see God using me in the ministry of the church? 

God equips and provides for those He calls on a specific mission. He supplies what is 
needed to fulfill the mission to which He has called us (Ephesians 2:10). Yes, the road 
will be hard, but we can take heart God will go with us as we follow Him in obedience. 
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Discuss:
1.  What comes to your mind when you think of someone who is “called” to 

Christian ministry? How does it change your perspective to consider that all 
Christians are called? 

2.  Have various members of the group share the statement of their life’s 
calling. What do you observe about these calls? What does this tell you 
about your group? 

3.  Have you ever considered a role in starting a new church? What new 
churches or church planters do you know personally? What needs have 
you seen in these churches? How might you be uniquely designed to meet 
these needs? 

4.  How could you and your group partner with church planting work right 
now? What steps could you take to grow more informed about the work 
God is doing through church planting and to find strategic and specific 
ways to serve church plants and planters?


