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Treasuring Christ :: Year 1: The Pentateuch

Connecting Church and Home
Quarter 3, Week 11 :: The Golden Calf

Treasure Story: Exodus 32

What do you think of when you hear the word “idol”? Does your mind drift to sun-drenched natives in grass skirts 
bowing before a stone statue? Many people have a simplistic view of idolatry that is disconnected from reality. Idolatry is 
much more than bowing to a statue. It is a subtle sin that can creep into your heart in nuanced ways that you might not 
readily recognize. While the idolatry discussed in this week’s Treasure Story is overt, we should be on guard against the 
craftier forms of idolatry that we allow into our own hearts. We must also look to the cross of Christ to free us from all 
forms of idolatry.

Connect

We are by nature worshipers of something. The question is not if we are worshiping but what are we worshiping. Instead 
of trusting and worshiping the living God, the children of Israel chose to worship a god of their own making. We, too, 
worship gods of our own making. They may be more subtle and sophisticated idols, such as approval of others, comfort, 
materialism, or vocation, but they are idols nonetheless. Here are a few suggestions to help you and your children 
identify idols in your hearts and lives:

  • What Makes You Complete? - Many of us daydream about something that we wish we had. Sometimes these  
    “innocent” daydreams reveal what our hearts really long for. Is there something that you wish you had (a job  
    title, money, or a new video game) that if you got your life would be complete? Whatever that thing is that  
    makes you feel whole, that is what you are likely to make into an idol.
 • What Can You Not Do Without? - The reverse of the above is also true. What would devastate you if you lost  
    it? In what are you placing your trust instead of Christ? Ask your children what would devastate them if they had 
    to do without it. Talk about their responses in light of the sin of idolatry.

My Mission As Parent

 • Idols of the heart don’t readily identify themselves. We have to be intentional about identifying our idols and  
    bringing them to the cross. Examine your heart for idols and help your children to do the same.
 • Idols are so entrenched in our hearts that they have to be replaced or they will return. Be sure to rid yourself  
    of idols by replacing them with love and devotion to God. Look to the cross and find the grace of Christ far  
    sweeter and more precious than the enjoyment of idols.

Prayer Points

 • Pray for the Lord to give you sensitivity to the subtle idols of your heart and to those that your children also  
    have in their hearts.
 • Ask the Lord to help you resist the temptation to worship idols or to be held captive by them.
 • Pray with your children and together ask the Lord to help your family see how the pleasure of loving and  
    obeying Christ is far better than giving in to idols.


