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A Lesson for missionaries 

Acts 13:13 

Introduction: 

 

Vs. 13-15 

 God is moving the brothers as they set out on their first missionary Journey. He is 

opening doors that only he can open. 

 The word went forth in power in the sister city of Cyprus. God is moving them on 

in the mission to the next location. 

 They are trusting in him to lead and to guide them as they go into a new area to 

spread the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Note: 

As modern day missionaries, we too must rely on God as he sends us into new places to 

proclaim the kingdom of God. God will lead us and direct where to go, and when we get 

there he will open doors for us to proclaim his word. 

 

Questions: 

1. Are you available to spread the word of the Lord? 

2. Are you prepared to see his hand at work in your life? 

3. Are you willing to be a vessel for him? 

 

I.  Sharing the word so the people understand 

Vs. 16-39 

 

 Paul opens the Old Testament and explains the mission of God from the 

beginning of time. 

 Paul speaks a language that his listeners will understand 

 Paul relates the gospel message to their cultural understanding. 

 Paul opens up the plan of God in vs. 38-39 which is salvation by grace void of 

works. 

 

38 "Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness 

of sins is proclaimed to you.  

 

39 Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be 

justified from by the Law of Moses.  

 

Note: 

 

 This passage gives us a new understanding on how to share the gospel in the places that 

the Lord sends us.  

1. We are to be culturally relevant.  

2. We are to be biblically accurate.  

3. We are to be able to make the gospel story plain and simple, being able to 

expound it from Genesis to Revelation. 
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4. We are to proclaim the truth of how to be saved. (Eph.2:8-9) 

 

II.  Sharing salvation through the story of the cross 

 

Vs. 25-37 

 

In these verses Paul brings to light the modern day events of the Masters life 

Paul opens the New Testament (though it had not been written yet) to explain how the 

prophecies of old all pointed to the modern day events. 

 

As Paul is preaching everyone in the synagogue can relate and understand the story, they 

were all aware of the story of avis, John Baptist and the death of Jesus. But what they 

needed was supernatural understanding to see how His death was Gods answer for men’s 

sin. 

Note; 

 

1. Today we have the same culture. Most are aware of the Name Jesus Christ. Most 

are aware of His death on a cross, but not all understand the true significance in 

His dying. 

2. As Paul was prepared to share this great news, you and I must be prepared to do 

the same. 

 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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“A ministry for the City” 

 

Acts 8:5-8 

 

The Church had finally been dispersed to bring the gospel to the ends of the earth. Many 

people were scattered throughout the world. The early church was sent to places where 

people didn’t like them, where people were different from them, where the culture was 

strange and the belief systems were different. Yet God sent them to these places to preach 

Jesus and to heal those in need of healing. The Urban City of Samaria was a hot spot for 

the gospel. Phillip was sent by Jesus to the place where it was needed most! He had a 

ministry to the City. 

 

5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.  

 

I. The Christian Assignment in the City 

 

 To go into a dark/hurting setting and preach Jesus 

 To share the good news with others in spite of their differences 

 

 

 To obey the word of the Lord (Acts 1:8) 

 To be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and go where he directed them to go. 

 To reach those people in areas where the need is not being met. 

 

Note: 

 

When God is calling you to join Him in the harvest, it is usually a place where the gospel 

has never been proclaimed. These are mission and evangelism type opportunities. 

As a church we must look for these areas, and pray for God’s wisdom and direction on 

how to serve them for Him. 

 

6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid 

close attention to what he said. 

 

II. The Christian Approach in the City 

 

 Phillip used proclamation and demonstration to reach the crowds (mass 

evangelism) 

 Phillip did not use tricks or gimmicks he used the gospel to reach them 

 Phillip sought to know nothing among them but Christ and Him crucified 

 Phillip was not concerned about them being Samaritans, but them being sinners 

 Phillip by faith used the word of God and healing touch of God ( He believed that 

Jesus could and would make a difference in their lives) 

 Phillip by faith trusted God and went in obedience to the Holy Spirit to do what 

God had told him to do. 
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Note: 

When Phillip came to the city, he used the only thing he had. The good news of Jesus 

Christ, It was the good news that got their ear and the power of the Holy Spirit that 

validated the good news. Through the miracles of Christ, they came to believe in the 

good news. 

 

7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were 

healed.  

8 So there was great joy in that city.  

 

III. The Christians effect in the City 

 

1. When Phillip showed up on the scene and began ministry, there was an immediate 

cry of anguish on behalf of the underworld. They knew the authority and the 

power that was present in his life and speech. 

2. The underworld had no power against this deacon. His hope, faith and trust in 

God were enough to operate in the unseen realm of life, and make a difference for 

the kingdom of God. 

 

When Christians affect the city; 

 

 Evil spirits are defeated by the power of God 

 The people are delivered by the power of God 

 Souls are set free because of the power of God 

 The sick and hurting are shown the power of God 

The ministry of Phillip affected the entire City (It was revealed to all who were watching) 

 

 The gospel brought joy to the city, hope to the hearers, happiness where there was 

none 

 The ministry of Phillip was what the Holy Spirit used to lift up Jesus in the culture 

 The ministry given to Phillip is our ministry today. 

 

1. We are to set the captives free, minister to the hurting, preach and 

proclaim Christ.  

2. We are to introduce people to Jesus. Tell them how to be saved. 

3. We are to share Christ in any and every way. Invite the unsaved to receive 

Christ. 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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A Miracle for the Multitude 

Acts 3:11-24 

 

I. The Miracle that made them listen (vs. 11-16) 

 Was a sign that God was with the disciples 

 Was a sign that Power was theirs from up above 

 Was a sign given from the Holy Ghost used to gather a crowd for the preaching of 

the gospel. 

 Was a sign that God was at work in the life of the lame man. 

 

Note: 

The Holy Spirit uses signs and wonders to draw people unto Himself. The preaching of 

the gospel always followed the miracles of our Lord. This should be our practice today, 

to move in faith and heal others that the gospel might be preached. 

 

II. The Message in the miracle (vs.17-23) 

 Was a word from the Lord explaining the death of Christ 

 Was a word to the people explaining the reason for Christ death. 

 Was a word from the Lord explaining to the people what they must do as a 

result of their sins 

 Was a word from the Lord telling of the past, present and future meaning 

of Christ coming 

Note: 

The word of God is the only explanation given by God for the activity of God. God uses 

the word to His people and show His people what He is doing in the earth. God has not 

left us ignorant and without excuse to His plan in the earth. 

 

 

III. The Meaning of the message (vs. 24-26) 

 

 God was revealing Himself to Israel through their Prophets of old. 

 God’s plan consisted of Jesus coming through Abraham to bless all 

nations 

 God‘s desire from the beginning was to wipe away the wickedness of 

man’s sin by sending His Servant Jesus. 

Note: 

The fulfillment of God’s word has come to pass and the promises of the prophecies in the 

scripture were made good through the sacrificial life of Christ. God has redeemed himself 

a people and Peter and John were preaching this powerful word. 
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Missionaries needed in Antioch 

Acts 11:19-26 

 
Introduction: 

The gospel was spreading because of persecution. Trouble was used by God to push HIS 

people into the world. As they fled for their lives, they proclaimed the good news of Jesus 

in other cities.  

When Jerusalem heard about the growth they sent one of the strong & mature saints to 

check on the new work that had spread throughout the region. Barnabas was sent to 

examine the work and to be an encouragement to the people. 

 

God knew that this new work would need some strong leadership, and teachers to help 

her to grow in HIS grace. Barnabas arrived and needed help, so he went to get Paul to 

come and to help in the ministry. 

 

22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they 

sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch 

 

I. The responsibility of a Mother Church 

Note: 

 It appears that all of the Apostles were out on mission, and no one was available but the 

missionary/evangelist to go and begin this new work. 

 According to church history in this text a mother church has a responsibility to 

follow up on her members. 

 

 When the saints left Jerusalem, they began new ministries as they traveled. 

 

 When they arrived and began a new work, it was sanctioned by the Holy Spirit, 

and the mother church that they had left from. 

 

 The Church in Jerusalem sent missionaries to check on them and to encourage 

them in this new work. 

 

 The Church in Jerusalem gives us a model for loving care and concern for her 

member’s whereabouts. She is a picture of support for new mission opportunities 

and continued evangelism. 

Note: 

 

1. The church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas thither, to nurse this new-born church, and to 

strengthen the hands both of preachers and people, and put a reputation of Christ there. 

 

23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them 

all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord. 
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II. Encouragement for a baby Church 

 

 When encouragement (Barnabas) reached the Church of Antioch “Grace was 

at work “in the fellowship. 

 

 Barnabas saw the grace of God at work in the fellowship; he saw it in the 

lives of the believers. He took time to observe every area of the life in the 

church community. 

 

 Grace in their worship, grace in their giving, grace in their living, grace in 

their service, it was evident that they had been with God. 

 He encouraged them all to stay with one heart and focus only on one purpose, 

serving the Lord. 

 

Note: 

A baby Church should look like this. She should not be faced with strife or selfishness. 

Her innocence should breed excitement and enthusiasm. She should be filled with the 

Love of God, and glowing with the grace of God. “She should be the picture of a brand 

new bride” yet on her honey moon. 

 

III. A Good model of leadership for a Church  

 

24 For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many 

people were added to the Lord. 

25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul.26 And when he had found him, 

he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the 

church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians 

in Antioch. 

 

 

Note:  

Missionaries are special people with the ability to communicate the gospel, encourage the 

new believers, build up the established members and help to sustain structure, doctrine 

and growth. 

 

They should resemble our Brother Barnabas; 

 

 A missionary should be a good person on the inside and the out, there should be 

no one able to accuse him/her of anything ungodly 

 A missionary should be a person who is full of God and able to bring joy to young 

Christian as well as the old. 

 A missionary should be a soul winner “A great many people were added to the 

lord.” 

 He or she looks for others to serve with them in the work 

 They have an understanding that they cannot do it all 
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 They are not a one person show. 

 They look for the gifts of others to come and join in what God is doing 

 They are committed to seeing the Church grow in Christ 

 They are willing to leave home and go to where the Lord leads them 

 

Note: 

 

When Barnabas arrived at the work in Antioch it was more than he could handle himself. 

He needed some help from a brother so he went to look for Saul. Together they labored 

for a Whole Year with much Success. Barnabas gets Saul because Saul had great success 

in this area before in Ministry. (Acts 9:30)These two had some ministry time together 

under their belts. With Saul Barnabas was well acquainted (Acts 9:27), and probably 

there was no other brother in that area who could help them on the level that they needed. 

 

 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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Motivated to pray 

Acts 1:12-14 

 

 

Remembering the word of the Lord 

Acts 1:4 

And, being assembled with [them], commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

but to await the promise of the Father, which [said he] ye have heard of me. 

 

1. Praying in the prepared place 

 

And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, 

and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, 

James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 

 

Acts 1:13 

 

 [They went up into an upper room] This was either a room in the temple, or in the 

house of one of the disciples, where this holy company was accustomed to meet.  

 In Luke 24:53, it is said that, after their return from Mount Olivet, they were 

continually in the temple, praising and blessing God: it is probable, therefore, that 

the upper room mentioned in this verse is that apartment of the temple 

mentioned above. 

 

Note: 

 The upper rooms in private houses were used for the purpose of reading the law, and 

meeting together on religious matters. The room here mentioned seems to have been the 

place where all the apostles stayed. 

 

Acts 1:13 

 

(An upper room). Such rooms were often set apart as halls for meetings. In such an 

apartment Paul delivered his farewell address at Troas (Acts 20:8), and the body of 

Dorcas was laid (Acts 9:37).  

 

 A place of intimacy 

 A place of revival 

 A place of community 

 A place of prayer 

 A place of solitude 

 A place of expectation 

 

2. Praying with prepared people 
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And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, 

and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, 

James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 

 

 People who been with Jesus 

 People who longed to see him 

 People who witnessed the Ascension 

 People with a personal relationship with Him 

 People who were hungry for more of God 

 People who were not satisfied with the religious status quo  

 People who had been redeemed 

 People who had problems but were willing to get better 

 People who had a need for God 

 People who were anticipating a move of God 

 People who wanted to go deeper with God 

 

Note: 

When a group of believers like this get together God shows up! There is no perfection 

about them, but there is complete affection for God, and where there is affection for Him, 

He shows up! 

 

14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 

 

3. Praying with prepared minds 

Acts 1:14 [These all continued ...]  

 The word "continued" means with constant attention." Their main business 

was DEVOTION to God.  

 (Acts 6:4, "We will give ourselves continually to the ministry of the word.)" 

 Rom 12:12, "Continuing instant in prayer";  

 13:6, "Attending continually upon this very thing."  

 It is their main desire and constant job to seek the Lord. 

 

[With one accord]  

 "With one mind." The word means in entire harmony of their views and 

feelings.  

 There were no schisms, no divided interests, and no discord between them.  

 

Note: 

Theirs is a beautiful picture of devotion, of what social worship ought to be, and a 

beautiful illustration of Ps 133.  

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? How can this lesson help your church? 
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Opposition on the mission 

 

Acts 13:3-12 

Introduction: 

 

The church of Antioch had sent the brothers off to do the work that the Lord had assigned 

them to do. After prayer and dedication the church launched the new work. Before 

crossing cultures they went first to the Jews.  

 

I. Satanic Opposition 

 

6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a 

Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus,  

 

 The brothers were traveling and spreading the good news of the gospel. The word 

was spreading across the Island that the messengers of the gospel were in town. 

 Messengers always run across messengers. It is inevitable that false doctrine and 

truth come face to face. 

 The truth must show up where lies have been told. God has a way of bring the 

gospel into situations where people are being misled. 

 This sorcerer who using black magic to deceive people, would have to face the 

miraculous power of God and be defeated. 

 This false prophet who was giving people bad information and teaching would 

have to face the true word of the Lord. 

Note: 

 

1. The false-prophet – had an evil gift that would be taken for a divine one, because 

he was skilled in the evil arts of divination; 

2. This power was inspired from Satan who gave him the ability to tell people their 

fortune, and to discover things. This false prophet’s name was Bar Jesus-the son 

of salvation.  

(He was a false representative of salvation, and he offered a pseudo faith, miracles, and 

hope in another savior) 

 

II.  Satanic seduction 

 

7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent 

man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God.  

 

Note: 

At some point and time God arranged for the gentile ruler to hear the rumors of the 

gospel being preached in his city. When he did so, the brothers were summonsed to 

proclaim the word. 

 

 When the time was right God gave them an open door to proclaim the word. 

 When the time was right God gave the ruler a hunger to hear the truth. 
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 When the time was right God exposed the lies of the false prophet and gave the 

truth to the proconsul. 

 When the time was right God gave the apostles and open door to preach the 

word. (This was His mission they were on) 

 

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried 

to turn the proconsul from the faith.  

 

 Satanic opposition always comes during and after the preaching of the gospel 

 Satanic opposition always comes to turn hearts away from the good news 

 Satanic opposition always comes to divert hearers and do evil in their hearts 

 Satanic opposition always comes to keep you from obeying and following in the 

way of the Lord. 

 Satanic opposition always comes to keep people from understanding and knowing 

the will of God for their lives 

 

IV. Satanic Identification 

 

9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at 

Elymas and said,  

10 "You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full 

of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of 

the Lord?  

 

 Being able to identify the enemy on the mission is critical. 

 Saul has divine insight to see that Satan is responsible for interfering in the 

proclamation of the word. 

 Saul has divine insight to see that the evil one does not want men to be saved. 

 Saul has divine insight to see because he is filled with the Holy Spirit (he himself 

is not in control) 

 Saul has divine insight to see because God has given him supernatural 

understanding to see that they are being opposed by evil himself 

 Saul has divine insight to see that as He himself was filled, the false prophet was 

filled also. This false prophet’s spirit was not of the Holy Spirit.  

 Saul has divine insight to see that elymas was full of deceit and trickery. 

 

God always reveals the false prophets ways to those who are filled with the Holy Ghost. 

God wants to expose false teaching so that truth can be seen. God chooses to use His 

messengers to challenge those who are misleading others astray. 

 

IV. Satanic seclusion 

11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time 

you will be unable to see the light of the sun." Immediately mist and darkness came 

over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand.  
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The evil works of the wicked sorcerer had come to an end, because judgment had to run 

its course 

God has Mercy on him in that he did not wipe him off the face of the earth. (He did not 

give him what he deserved) 

 

1. Saul’s prophecy is that the Hand of Lord is against you, because you have fought 

against HIM 

 

2. Saul’s prophecy is that the Hand of Lord is against you, because you have tried 

to oppose what is Holy 

 

3. Saul’s prophecy is that the Hand of Lord is against you, because you have caused 

many to believe a lie and to go astray 

 

4. Saul’s prophecy is that the Hand of Lord is against you, because you never 

stopped perverting the way of the Lord. 

 

You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun. 

 

The judgment for his action is heavy; 

 Since he kept others from seeing the spiritual light, he would now not see the 

physical light 

 Since he kept others from seeing the spiritual light, he would now have to walk in 

darkness 

 

 Since he kept others from seeing the spiritual light, he would now know what it 

was like to suffer in darkness and to live in bondage 

 

 Since he kept others from seeing the spiritual light, He would now learn that he 

too needed eyes to see what he could not see. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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Persecution and Problems in Ministry 

Acts 14:1-20 

 

I. Ministry Issues in Iconium 

 

14:1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they 

spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed.  

2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their 

minds against the brothers.  

3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, 

who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs 

and wonders.  

4 The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the 

apostles.  

5 There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to 

mistreat them and stone them.  

6 But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and 

to the surrounding country,  

7 where they continued to preach the good news.  

 

 Ministry for the brothers in Iconium began with a bang. Numerous lives were 

impacted by the preaching of the gospel. 

 The ministry went cross cultural, both Jews and Gentiles were coming to faith. 

 

Note: 

The gospel is always good news to those who have never heard it preached before. 

The gospel has drawing power and driving power. It will draw those who are seeking 

for God and drive those who don’t really want the God of the bible. 

 

 Because of preaching the gospel those who refused to believe got angry and 

spread gossip about the preacher, attempting to “stir” up trouble for the 

ministry. 

 Whenever God is blessing a work there will always be trouble from a few who 

oppose what God is doing in the body. “These Jews thought they were 

fighting against what the brothers were doing, but really they were fighting 

against the word of God. 

 The More the brothers preached, the bolder they got. Gospel Preaching 

inspires boldness, and fear has to flee when the power of the Holy Spirit is 

indwelling the preacher.  

 

Note: 

Trouble got so bad in Iconium that a plan to sabotage the work began. These unbelievers 

were so stirred they wanted to kill them and stop the message of the gospel being 

proclaimed by the brothers. This was a satanic move to silence God’s word. Whenever 
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there is opposition to the word of God it is directly connected to the underworld. The 

underworld hates the gospel, and does not want to see people changed. 

II.  Ministry Life in Lystra 

 

8 In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had 

never walked.  

9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had 

faith to be healed  

10 and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that, the man jumped up and began to 

walk.  

 

 When the brothers traveled south they came to a place that was hungry for the 

Gospel. The first place they encounter they preach what the Lord has told them to 

proclaim. 

 One of the hearers is so moved that he is waiting to for God to do something 

supernatural in His life. 

 The Lord commands Paul to heal him. 

 

Note: 

 In the gospel there is power to heal the soul and the body. God’s word is powerful and it 

is able to fix what common words can’t fix. The gospel commands it’s hearers to draw in 

close to Christ by Faith. As the man heard the words of Paul He was moved to believe 

God could do something even though He has never seen Him do it before. (Heb 11:1 

 

III. Ministry Confusion in Lystry 

 

11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, 

"The gods have come down to us in human form!"  
12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief 

speaker.  

13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and 

wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them.  

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and 

rushed out into the crowd, shouting:  

15 "Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are 

bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living 

God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them.  

16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way.  

17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you 

rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills 

your hearts with joy."  

18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to 

them.  

 The ministry encountered confusion at the hands of the underworld. 

 Satan wanted to confuse the minds of the hearers by getting them to worship the 

brothers instead of the God of the Brothers. 
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Note: 

Satan is all about worship, and all about getting people to worship other things rather 

than God. Here he does not want Christ to get the credit for the ministry but rather 

Paul and Barnabas. 

 

 This caused confusion in the people. They went back to worshipping Greek 

mythology. (The gods of their Ancestors) 

 They were so moved with confusion that they called for their priest to bring 

sacrifices to worship them. 

 The Gospel had met with a new opposition. If Satan could not get them to not 

believe then he would encourage them to believe the wrong thing and worship 

the wrong one. 

 The brothers here plead and begged not to be worship by pointing to the ONE 

who is responsible for the miracle. 

 The Brothers lift up the name of the True God for these pagan worshippers 

that they might know who deserves all worship and glory. 

 

IV. Ministry conflict in Lystra 

19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They 

stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.  

20 But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the 

city. The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe.  

 

 

Note: 

Trouble in ministry must come your way when you have no fear of the underworld. (2 

Tim 2:12/3:12) The brothers were bound to receive opposition because the gospel 

demands it. Enemies of the cross are enemies of God’s word, so they oppose all that the 

gospel stands for. When the enemies of Iconium heard that these brothers were down in 

Lystra preaching they came their also to carry out their wicked plot to assassinate the 

preacher. 

 

 The enemies of the gospel first poison the crowd 

 The enemies of the gospel secondly devise a plan to sabotage to work 

 The enemies of the gospel thirdly try to silence the messenger forever. 

 

Note: 

God allows for the trouble to come and does not try and protect Paul from the assault. He 

knows that trouble and persecution will enhance the ministry of Paul and draw him closer 

to God. (Phil. 1:29/Rom.8:17/I Pet. 4:15-19) 

 

Questions: 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage 
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“Starting a new Thing” 

Ac 18:1-8 
(Part 1) 

 

 Every now and then in the Kingdom, we get to see God doing a new thing! When 

we have these opportunities they are usually powerful and indicated by the saving power 

of God and the preaching of the good news. Paul is at work on mission for God when the 

Lord directs Him to go to this New city and establish a mission that will bring God honor 

and glory. Today we get to see God begin a new church, her name is called the Church at 

Corinth. (Corinthians) 

 

I. Having ministry direction: 

 

18:1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  

 

2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from 

Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. 

Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and 

worked with them.  

 

Note: 

 The first thing we see in this text is that God gave Paul instruction on where to go 

to begin this new work. 

 God had a plan for the people of Corinth 

 God had desired to have them called by his name 

 It was HIS plan to establish a church there in that region. 

 

The second thing we see in this text is that Paul reached out to other Jews in the area. 

(His own Method of evangelism) After establishing communications with them he stayed 

with them because they were tentmakers. This was Paul’s vocation. He made tents for a 

living so he could preach the gospel and travel with the good news. 

 

Application: 

 

So it is in the life of the child of God, the Father wants to lead us and guide us in the 

work of the ministry. HE has places that are without a witness. 

God has people who need to be reached with the good news of the gospel, and he needs 

us to join Him in what HE wants done in the earth. 
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II. Having a ministry delivery 

 

4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  

 

5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 

preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.   

 

Note: 

 

 There are certain times in ministry when the load is so heavy and the area so dark 

that time for outside endeavors must be cancelled. 

 Paul when he had help from the brothers took on the Corinthian ministry full 

time. He was at first bi-vocational, working to do the ministry. 

 As time went on and additional brothers came they felt compelled by God to 

Preach and to testify to the Jews about the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Application: 

 

Being sensitive to God and what he is doing in the earth is crucial for the child of God. 

There is a time to drop everything and simply be about the work of the Kingdom-through 

preaching and testifying. 

 

We do this when we set aside time for him in missions, weekend ministries and short 

term trips. However, there are also those times when we need to do longer times of 

commitment to the mission field. When God calls we should be willing to respond! 

 

 

 

III. Having Ministry Dilemmas 

 

6 But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in 

protest and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my 

responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."  

 

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titus Justus, a 

worshiper of God.  

 

8 Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many 

of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.  

 

Notes: 

 

 The first thing we see in this text is that there is opposition to the new work in 

Corinth. Paul had to endure disappointment from his own people in doing the 

work of the ministry. Though he desired to see them saved he ultimately had to 

move on because of their unbelief. 
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 “Paul understood that he was not to be held liable for their unbelief! “Your blood 

be upon your own heads”. 

 

 He also left them, and went to the gentiles with the same message. (his method 

was to first go to the Jews and then to the Gentiles) He goes to the house of “Titus 

Justus” a gentile worshipper. 

 

 For Paul to draw near to this gentile, he had to have seen an interest in the things 

of God in him. Perhaps he was willing to learn more. So he held meetings in his 

house. 

 

Paul did not leave the synagogue alone, the leader who coordinated the sermons and 

services every week left also and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of 

the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.  

 

There was a great work taking place in the kingdom, Paul was having good success. Not 

everyone made the decision to follow Christ, but a great number of people did! 

 

Application: 

 

This is a good indicator that we too will have good success in ministry if we stay the 

course. Not everyone will follow Jesus, but everyone should hear, if they come into 

contact with us. 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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Proof of being born again 

Acts 9:20-25 

 

I. When Saul was changed his motives changed 

 Paul use to persecute Christians, now he preaches Jesus 

 Paul use to behave in a sinful way, now he witness for Christ 

 The one he spoke against, he now speaks for 

 The one he was in opposition too, he now supports 

 

Note: 

A real encounter with Jesus will make you change your old ways. The Holy Spirit must 

transform your life and change your will to conform to His will, in order to give you a 

testimony. 

Example: 

Saul is now proclaiming his faith in Jesus in the very synagogues where he had meant to 

arrest those who professed their faith in him. Saul boldly calls Jesus the Son of God with 

full acknowledgment of his deity from the very start. Saul begins with this truth and 

never leaves it. With this faith he can shake the world. There is no power in any other 

preaching.  

II. Saul’s evidence of the change 

 

21 Then all who heard were amazed, and said, "Is this not he who destroyed those who 

called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might 

bring them bound to the chief priests?" 

 

 The community recognized an immediate change in Paul 

 The community could see the difference in His life 

 The community could tell by his speech, and his behavior, that he was a different 

man. 

 Saul was persecuted for believing in the resurrection of Jesus, and preaching the 

resurrection of Jesus. Born again beliefs always produce born again burdens. 

 

Note: 

Others will bear witness of your change, when God has made a difference in your 

life. Others will also testify on your behalf when you have been converted. The world 

does not forget what you were like before you came to Jesus; this is why your 

conversion is so powerful. It actually makes the unbeliever an advocate for your 

testimony, when you’ve been changed. 

 

III. Saul’s Consequences for his conversion 
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23 Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill him. 24 But their plot 

became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him.  

 Following Jesus cost you something 

 Being a witness for the gospel and standing for the truth of God’s word is 

never popular. Someone will always oppose what you stand for and be against 

you in every way. 

 Saul had problems for following Jesus 

 

Note: 

I. Prior to his conversion he caused havoc in the church, after his 

conversion he was a wanted man. 

II. The Jews watched the gates day and night to kill him; they 

incensed the governor against him, as a dangerous man, who 

therefore kept the city with a guard to apprehend him, at his going 

out or coming in. 

III. This was no small opposition this was from organized religion and 

the government. 

 

Note: 

 

When the child of God is threatened for doing the work of the kingdom, God is always 

present to rescue us. Saul was threatened but God had a plan. 

 

Saul was I n trouble but God had a plan, Saul had trouble in his life but God had a plan, 

Saul had issues he was facing but God had a plan. 

 

IV. Saul’s community in the crisis 

 

25 Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in a large 

basket. 

 

 The church is God’s agent in the world to help the Christian 

 The church exist to support the believer I n times of trouble 

 The church exist to strengthen you in the storm 

 The Holy Spirit speaks to you through the word, the church, circumstances, and 

prayer. 

 

Note: 

The church knew exactly what to do in this situation. The church knew exactly what to 

do to help Saul when he got into trouble. 

The church knew exactly what to do, when the storm of life came.  

 

 As a Christian you need the council of the church when you get in trouble. 

 As a Christian you need the support of the church. 

 As a Christian you need the council of the church. 
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 As a Christian God has left the church in the world for you.  

 It is the ultimate support center 

 

Note: 

1. The church came to the rescue. 

2. They came and carried him 

3. They knew how to help him escape 

4. They put him in a basket (they pulled their resources together) 

5. They risked their own lives for one another 

6. They let him down under the cover of darkness, in the face of opposition, 

knowing full well that they themselves would be murdered for helping him 

escape. 

7. The church is a community of intercessors 

8. The church intervenes in a crisis 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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Evangelizing, Encouraging, and Empowering the Saints 

 

Acts 14:20-25 

 One of the greatest church mission passages in the N.T is found right here in this 

chapter. The early church planted, watered, served and watched God give the increase. 

Here we see what happened when God moved in the body and sent forth servants to plant 

new works and rose up ministry leadership to keep the work going. This is a good picture 

for NBFC. For within this story is a parallel of our very own story written. 

 

I.  Evangelism in the field. 
 

21 After preaching the Good News in Derbe and making many disciples, Paul and 

Barnabas returned again to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia,  

 

 There was only one message the Apostles preached. It was the death burial and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. (The gospel/good news)  

 As they spread the gospel in new cities, it was the gospel that made disciples.  

 The word of God when preached is the power of God unto salvation.   

 The word of God when taught draws the world out of the hearers causing them to 

become disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

Note: 

 

It is the work of the church to preach the word and make disciples. It is the gospel 

that transforms lives, fixes families, builds homes, saves sinners, deepens faith, builds 

hope, strengthens, supports, searches, stretches and sends forth more preachers and 

teachers. The gospel is powerful, and it is one of the greatest tools the church has. 

 

II.  Encouraging in the field 

 

22 where they strengthened the believers. They encouraged them to continue in the 

faith, reminding them that they must enter into the Kingdom of God through many 

tribulations.  

 

 The Apostles work was to encourage the church to continue in the way of the 

Lord. 

 The Apostles work was to help the church understand the word of the Lord 

 The Apostles work was to assist the church on their journey to heaven, by 

teaching them how to grow in their faith with Christ. 

 They taught them how to embrace suffering, understand suffering, and not shrink 

back from suffering but to walk in suffering because it was the way to the 

kingdom. 

 

Note: 
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The work of church leadership is to do exactly what is modeled here by the Apostles. 

Encouraging one another to trust in God through difficult times. The work of the 

church is to model trusting and holding onto the scriptures, believing in that God will 

work everything out. This is the ministry of encouragement, every member needs this 

at some time on the journey. The church that will display concern for her members is 

the church that will continue to add new members. 

 

III.  Equipping in the Field 

 

23 Paul and Barnabas also appointed elders in every church and prayed for them with 

fasting, turning them over to the care of the Lord, in whom they had come to trust.  

 

 These brothers made use of their influence in the field. They were able to 

encourage the church and then appoint others who were like minded to carry on 

the work. 

 The Job in Christian leadership is to be able to replace yourself, with qualified 

disciples that can carry on when you are gone. 

 The Job of Christian leadership is to have an eye for up and coming leadership 

that can lead effectively 

 The Apostles were not afraid to call someone to take the church in the next 

direction.  

 They trusted the HOLY SPIRIT in the new membership, and listened to HIS 

voice when it came time to choose the next man. 

 These chosen ones selected to oversee the church must have a standard to lead by. 

(I Tim. 3) The Apostles would not have put any man in leadership of the church 

that would have harmed her. They would have been extremely careful with those 

who were selected. 

 They prayed and fasted for the next leaders. They were serious about who should 

be installed as Pastor. This was not taken lightly. God appoints ministers of the 

congregation. (Jer. 23:4) 

Note: 

 

At NBC we must always be on the lookout for growing disciples who are ready to ascend 

into the ranks of leadership. The growth of the church is dependent upon the future 

generation of its leaders. Our task is to fast and pray for them, teach them and empower 

them to step up and carry the task. (We must be about making disciples) 

 

24 Then they traveled back through Pisidia to Pamphylia. 25 They preached again in 

Perga, then went on to Attalia.  

 

26 Finally, they returned by ship to Antioch of Syria, where their journey had begun 

and where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now 

completed.  
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27 Upon arriving in Antioch, they called the church together and reported about their 

trip, telling all that God had done and how he had opened the door of faith to the 

Gentiles, too. 28 And they stayed there with the believers in Antioch for a long time.  

 

 When the work is completed by those sent out by the church there should always 

be a time of reflection, rejoicing and giving of thanks for the completion of the 

mission. 

 

 God is glorified in the body when the report is given by the missionaries. The 

church is strengthened and the witness of Christ is encouraged among the saints. 

 

 It is during the time of reflection that the church is equipped to understand how 

God answers prayer and how HE works in the field with the missionaries. 

 

 
Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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The Benevolent Church 

Acts 4:32-5:1 

 

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his 

possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 

 

I. An unselfish church (vs.32) 

We learn from this verse that the first century church cared for her members 

 She watched over their needs 

 She was concerned for one another 

 She had no divisions, no schisms, 

 She was of one accord 

 She cared and shared for one another (same mind) 

 She loved of all her members (same heart) 

 She was a church that was for “one another” 

 No one had a need to go unmet. 

 People were inspired to give to meet all the needs in the body. They 

unselfishly gave up their possessions to help someone in need. 

 

33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 

 

II. A Powerful Church 

Note:  

Because of her unselfishness, God gave the leadership power to open the scriptures 

and testify of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The giving and loving of this church 

help the preaching of the Gospel. Because they freely gave, God gave back to them 

the ability to testify of His wonderful power over death. In addition to this He also 

gave “great grace” to the whole congregational community. 

 

 The Apostles were free to preach the word 

 The Apostles were not shackled to other duties 

 The Apostles were able to spend their time in the word and proclaim the good 

news 

 They had power (authority) to do good works 

 The church became powerful because of the grace she received from God. 

 

 

34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who 

owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 
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III. A Giving Church 

 

 The churches resources came from within (not govt. assistance) 

 The churches resources were given to church leadership to assist with the 

needs in the body. 

 The church was asked to give as needs arose, and then those in the body 

who were led by God gave up property to help the members in the church 

who were in need. 

 

Note: 

This church had a love for one another and was not a selfish or independent church. 

Together they took care of one another and gave as the Lord moved on their hearts to 

give. They were big givers in every way. God will bless a church that gives in this 

manner. The bigger they gave the more grace they received from God. 

 

35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  

 

 

IV. Church Leadership with Integrity 

Note: 

The Apostles were men who had integrity. They could be trusted to do the right thing, 

with the resources from the church. These leaders were under the eye of the Almighty 

God and had convictions about handling the finances of the church. 

 

 The money was brought to them in the open (before the people) 

 The money that was given to meet the people’s needs was raised at 

appropriate times 

 The money was given for the church leadership to control and to disburse. (no 

one had a problem with this because they had hearts filled with 

Pentecostal power) The Holy Spirit ruled their lives completely. 

 Where there is an unselfish church there is great power from God 

 When the church is filled with the Holy Spirit there is a great church 

 Where the church is known for giving, there is a church of great power 

 When a church has leadership with integrity the witness of Jesus Christ is not 

tainted. 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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The Church in Action 

Acts 3:1-10 

 

 

I. The church in action is a church of prayer (vs.1) 

 

3:1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer — at 

three in the afternoon.  

 

 Peter and John went up together to the temple 

 Peter and John went up together at the hour of prayer 

 Peter and John were on one accord in their mission 

 Peter and John went up together to worship 

 

Note: 

 On their way up the Lord revealed to them a man who had a severe problem from birth. 

When we are on one accord we will see the needs of humanity and be invited by God to 

meet those needs. 

 

II. The church in action is a church of mission (vs.2-3) 

 

2 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called 

Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.  

 

3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.  

 

 Peter and John see a man who is crippled 

 Peter and John see a man on the outside of the temple 

 Peter and John have a desire to serve people who are broken 

 Peter and John conduct ministry outside of the temple 

 Peter and John are driven to help the hurting 

 

Note: 

The brothers were on divine mission to seek and save the lost. They understood that Jesus 

came for the sick, and not those who did not need a physician. They saw someone 

crippled and was led by the Holy Spirit to minister to him. When we have the heart of 

God we feel what He feels, and do what He does, through His Spirit.. 

 

II. The church in action is a church of faith (vs. 4-6) 

 

4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!"  

 

5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.  

 



31 

 

6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."  

 

 Peter and John believe that God can do the impossible 

 Peter and John believe that God can do what has never been done 

 Peter and John believe that there is hope in spite of what circumstances look 

like 

 Peter and John believe that they can make a difference in some one’s life 

 Peter and John call for the stranger to look on them 

 Peter and John trust in the name of the Lord Jesus for salvation 

 

Hebrews 11:1 

 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 

not see. The church is to govern all of her affairs by faith. We never trust in 

ourselves or our own ability. We Trust, Hope and believe by faith all things are 

possible. 

 

III. The church in action is a church of involvement (vs.6-8) 

 

7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and 

ankles became strong.  

 

8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple 

courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.  

 

9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the 

same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were 

filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

NIV 

 

 Peter and John made contact with the hurting and got involved in his life 

 Peter and John made contact with the oppressed and got involved with his 

life 

 Peter and John made contact and lifted up the hurting, by getting involved in 

his life 

 Peter and John made contact and brought the wounded to the temple for 

worship, because they got involved in his life 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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The Passionate driven church 

Acts 2: 42-47 

Introduction: 

 

This wonderful book called acts is filled with the history of what God was doing in the 

earth through His church. Jesus, after his death, burial, resurrection and His Ascension 

had promised the disciples that a comforter was coming to them from Heaven, and when 

he came HE would make them witnesses for HIM in all of the earth. 

 

When the Spirit of God came, he gave HIS church great power, and great passion. These 

120 people were given the authority and the ability to proclaim the promises of God. 

They did it with passion! 

 

In chapter 2, the bible said that tongues of fire came upon them, and they began to 

witness to Jews who came from all over the world for the feast of Pentecost.  

 

When the spirit of God fell and filled this church they did what they could not do in their 

own strength.  

 

 They became spokespersons for Heaven 

 They became motivated to share the good news 

 They became giants of the faith 

 They became proclaimers of good things 

 They did what he told them they would do, became witnesses.  

 They felt God like they had never encountered Him before. 

 

Note: 

1. Something’s can only happen in the life of the church after God’s power have 

been established. 

2. Something’s can only happen in the life of the church when our hearts, lives and 

minds are passionately made up to obey Him in every area. 

 

This church was filled with His Spirit, This church was controlled by His Spirit, 

this church was all about God and they lived and moved in His will. They were a 

passion driven Church. Everything they did they did for a reason. 

As a result of their obedience many heard the gospel and became followers of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

I. The believer’s passion vs.42 

 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.  

 

1. This church was a passion driven church in that their purpose in gathering was to 

first Study the word. (this was a value of the church) The apostles taught what 

Jesus taught, and built on the word of God from the Old Testament text. 
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2. They were also devoted to the fellowship of the body. Their relationships were 

important to them, and their times together centered on the word. “They broke 

bread together” This implies the commitment to taking the Lords supper.  

 

Note: 

“Every time they gathered they were remembering the death, burial and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ”. “The Lords table was a part of the worship 

experience”. 

 

3. This church was a passion driven church in that their purpose in gathering was 

to pray. (This was another value of the church) They were devoted to intimate 

communications through prayer. After hearing the word of God, fellowshipping 

at the Lords table, they were engaged in Sacred Prayer. This caused great passion 

for God, and the body of Christ. 

Observation: 
 

 They were devoted (To give oneself over) to the word of God 

 They were devoted (To give oneself over) to the fellowship of the saints 

 They were devoted (To give oneself over) to prayer and to community 

 

Application: 

 

The world is waiting to see is a church like this! 

 

 The world is waiting to see is a church like this! 

One that will be devoted to the doctrine of the Word of God 

 

 The world is waiting to see is a church like this! 

One that is committed to the teaching of the death burial and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ! 

 

 The world is waiting to see is a church like this! 

One that will fellowship one with another! 

 

 The world is waiting to see is a church like this! 

One that will gather around the Lords Table and rejoice over the sacrificial and 

finished work at Calvary! 

 

 The world is waiting to see a church like this! 

One that will be passionate about Jesus and serving HIM in the earth! 

 

They were a passionate ministry, centered on the Word of God and committed to seeking 

God. 

 

II. The believers privilege vs. 43 
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43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done 

by the apostles.  

 

A. Because of the unique thing that the Spirit of God was doing through each 

member of the church, A Holy and Reverent Fear swept the church (AWE) 

 

1. Everyone was filled with awe! 

2. There was no more room to awe them anymore! 

3. They were totally consumed with the reverence of God! 

 

God had blown their minds and It was what we might call the Church was filed with 

the Awe struck-ness of God! They couldn’t get enough, and they couldn’t wait to see 

what Majestic thing would happen next in the body! 

 

 They were all filled with awe 

 They were able to see God move 

 As Rev. Laws say’s “Church was always off the chains” 

 

Example: 

 

1. When they left the church on Sundays they went home and talked about the 

message. 

2. They talked about the worship. 

3. They talked about the giving 

4. They talked about the singing 

5. They talked about the Lords table 

 

And they all said “Ewe-wee” God did it again. They were filled with reverence and 

Holy fear. 

 

 They couldn’t wait to get to the temple for worship again. 

 This group didn’t want to miss church 

 This group couldn’t stand being away 

 This group wouldn’t be absent for no one 

 This group said if I miss church my week isn’t the same 

 This group said I need my church family 

 This group said I find my substance in my church  

 

Note: 

 

B. Not only were they filled with Awe, But God released supernatural Power 

through the Apostles! 

 

 Through church leadership God showed His grace by giving them signs 

and wonders.  
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 These miracles that were being done were a testimony of God’s power in 

the church, and the ability that was given to the leadership  

 

 When the congregation saw the Apostles working Miracles for God’s 

glory they were filled with Awe. 

 

 When the congregation saw that the Apostles had been endowed with the 

ability to do what Jesus did, the amazement arrested them. 

 

 When they knew that what the Apostles had was from God, they could do 

nothing but wonder at this miraculous power given to them from on High! 

 

This made church “amazing to see” and God worthy to be Praised”! 

Everyone had a HIGH HOLY REVERENCE for GOD! 

 

Nobody entered into HIS presence with a lack of respect and praise for 

WHO HE was and what He was doing in the earth. 

 

III. The believer’s partnership vs.44 

 

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common.  

45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  

 

Because of their Passion for the Lord, and for one another 

 

 All of the believers were together and had everything in common 

 Some even sold their possessions and goods to meet the churches needs 

This was a church of Passion! 

 

Note: 

They were a giving church, unselfish in their love one for another. There were 

no divisions in this church, no one was left behind. (In any area of church life) 

 

They were an unselfish church  
 

Note: 

 

We first learn from this verse that the first century church were one in their hearts. 

That is that the fellowship was in love with one another. And they were endowed 

with the wisdom to think alike and to share the same truth as it related to Jesus 

Christ. They were of the “Same mind”. 

 

This Church was filled with the Love of God, and they had the Mind of Christ. This is 

why she was able to accomplish what she did for God on earth. 
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As an Unselfish Church; 

 

 She watched over one another’s needs 

 She was concerned for one another 

 She had no divisions, no schisms, 

 She was on one accord 

 She cared and shared for one another (same mind) 

 She loved of all her members the same (same heart) 

 She was a church that was for “one another” 

 No one had a need to go unmet. 

 People were inspired to give to meet all the needs in the body. They 

unselfishly gave up their possessions to help someone in need. 

 

Question: 

 

Where did this come from? 

 

1. It was the Spirit of God that caused this level of passion and mission to be born in 

them 

 

2. It was the Spirit of God that caused this fellowship to blossom in generosity 

 

3. It was the Spirit of God that caused this body of Baptized believers to give of their 

possessions to help each other 

 

4. It was the Spirit of God that caused these saints to trust one another enough to 

serve one another 

 

5. It was the Spirit of God that caused, this church to see that it was their 

responsibility to care for the work of the ministry 

 

6. It was the Spirit of God that caused everyone to carry the load of burdens for one 

another. 

 

Note: 

 

 Giving like this does not happen by osmosis, this has to be borne by the Spirit of 

God. This type of giving comes from a heart of gratitude and thanksgiving for 

what God has done for you. 

 This type of giving is extreme giving, because it recognizes that we have an 

extreme God who has done extreme things and has given us extreme grace, and 

extreme mercy with extreme love. And He expects extreme passion from those 

who have a Heart for HIM, and are truly grateful for all He has done. 
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 This church gave out of her heart because of what God had done for her. She saw 

the needs of this great congregation and knew that God had called her to serve 

each other on earth.  

 

 This church had a sensitive heart for God and for service. The more she gave the 

more she wanted to give. 

 

 Giving made her prosper, giving made her grow, giving made her develop and 

mature, and giving gave her a heart to give. 

 

Note: 

 

1. In her giving she developed a heart to trust God to replace what she gave away. 

 

2. In her giving she got to see God bless their numbers and meet the needs of the 

members. 

 

3. In her giving she got to see God prosper the entire body with what she needed to 

give testimony to the works of Christ. 

 

4. This church was blessed because she held nothing back from  

     God. 

 

5. This church was blessed because God answered prayer in the body and met those 

needs through their giving and sacrificial behaviors. 

 

Observation: 

 

 The church in Acts was a passionate, believing church, and she gave above 

the tenth required in the Old Testament.  

 

 She did not stop at giving God a dime from every dollar. 

 

 She gave “Ruthlessly”. She gave “righteously.” She gave remembering what 

God had done for her. 

 

 I believe she couldn’t help herself. When she worshipped him she realized 

what the Psalmist said; 

 

Ps 50:10-11 

 

10 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

 

11 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. 

KJV 
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 I believe that when she gave, she recognized that if it all belonged to God, then 

nothing truly belonged to her. So she worshipped Him by giving back to Him 

what He had given her to use on earth for His honor and Glory. 

 

 This is stewardship! It is Submitting all to God that He has given to us for his 

honor and glory.  

 

 Stewardship is taking what God has given and managing it appropriately to please 

the one who has entrusted us with the blessings and the gifts. 

 

 

IV. The Believers Purpose 

 

46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 

in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  

 

47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were being saved.  

 

A. Because of their devotion to God, their devotion to the word, their devotion to 

fellowship and their devotion to Prayer, they could not get enough of the church. 

“They just kept coming and coming and coming! 

 

 When the sun went down at the end of the day they went home, but their hearts 

were at the temple 

 

 When they arose in the morning they thought about going back to the temple 

 

 The community centered in and on the temple. These were church people 

 

 These were people who were devoted to the Lord and to His work. They loved 

the church. 

 

SO THEY CONTINUED TO MEET IN THE TEMPLE COURTS, EVERYDAY! 

 

Note: 

 

1. Only real church folks, love the church! 

2. Only real worshippers love the temple 

3. Only real God followers love His house and his people. 

 

Observation: 

 

 You don’t have to tell them “Let’s go to church”  

 You don’t have to beg them to go to worship 

 You don’t have to bribe them to participate 
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 When they are not there, you miss them in service, because they are worshippers, 

and they always want to be where His people are gathered. 

 

B. Because of their devotion to one another, they hung out in each other’s homes. 

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 

 

 They had a love for hospitality, so everybody went to somebody’s home after 

church 

 They had a love for the brethren, so all of their homes had ministries going on 

 They had a love for the fellowship, so they hung out at the house 

 They had a love for the body of Christ, so they got together to eat 

 They cared for one another, they were a family church 

 They fed one another, they were a family church 

 They laughed together, they were a family church 

 They cried together, they were a family church 

 

They were a church family, and it was a family affair!  

 

Question: 

 

Where did this come from? 

 

1. It was the Spirit of God that caused this level of Love and compassion to be born 

in them 

 

2. It was the Spirit of God that caused this fellowship to blossom in hospitality 

 

3. It was the Spirit of God that caused this church to give of their possessions to help 

each other 

 

4. It was the Spirit of God that caused these saints to serve one another 

 

5. It was the Spirit of God that caused this church to care for one another 

 

6. It was the Spirit of God that got everyone to carry everyone’s burdens  

 

Conclusion: 

 

This is the kind of church I want to serve; this is the kind of church I want to belong too. 

This is the kind of church that God blesses with gifts of grace, and this is the kind of 

church that took the gospel to the ends of the earth. 

 Because of this church you and I have the gospel right now. 

 Because of this church you and I are reading the good news today. 

 Because of this church you and I can be proud of being called followers of Jesus 

Christ. 
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 Because of their Devotion to the doctrine of God, we will share heaven with them 

 Because of their Devotion to fellowship, we will share heaven with them 

 

 Because of their Devotion to prayer, we will gather around the throne and 

Worship the same Jesus,  

 

“Who one Friday night at a Hill called Calvary was stretched wide and Hung Low. He 

was killed for their sins and ours” He was Buried and He rose again from the dead with 

all power of Heaven and earth in His hands. 

 

Together we will worship him, serve him, exalt him, and bless him, fellowship with Him 

forever and ever and ever. 

 

Because of their Love to worship Jesus, we too will be called people of passion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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The Power of Prayer 

Acts 4:23-31 

In these last few verses the brothers have just been delivered from the mouth of the 

dungeon. They were persecuted for the work of the ministry, but God delivered them 

from their captors. 

These disciples have been invigorated with the work of the Kingdom, and they gather the 

church together to pray and talk to God about all that has happened. 

Prayer in the life of the congregation is crucial to the work of the ministry. Prayer is that 

which brings us together and makes since of our daily persecutions, problems, 

predicaments and pains. 

Prayer in the church is that which keeps us focused, together, and on one accord with 

Christ. (The church must pray) 

This lesson helps us to see four crucial elements of prayer in the journey of the church, 

while on mission in the earth. 

 

I. Prayer that encourages (is answered corporate prayer) 

 

23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 

the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their 

voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven 

and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 

25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:  

"'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth take 

their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his anointed one.'    

 

 Prayer that encourages us is prayer that is answered 

 Prayer that encourages us is prayer that reveals God at work 

 Prayer that encourages us is prayer that exposes the enemies hand 

 Prayer that encourages us is prayer that is revealed in the word. 

 

II. Prayer that educates (is prayer that reveals God’s perfect plan to us) 

 

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of 

Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 

They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 

 

 It is through prayer that the motives of men are revealed 

 It is through prayer that the will of God makes since 

 It is through prayer that the plan of God is made plain 

 It is through prayer that we can accept and understand the Lords plan for our 

lives 
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III. Prayer that enables (Is prayer that assist us to do something) 

 

29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with 

great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and 

wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."  

 

 Prayer that enables is prayer that assist us to do the impossible 

 Prayer that enables is prayer in which God moves on our hearts to trust 

Him in the impossible 

 Prayer that enables is prayer that encourages us to believe against all 

odds 

 Prayer that enables is prayer that expects the miraculous to be done 

 

IV. Prayer that empowers 

 

31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

 

 Prayer that empowers is prayer that is answered 

 Prayer that empowers is prayer that produces results 

 Prayer that empowers is prayer that makes you do something 

 Prayer that empowers is prayer that changes you and makes you a witness 

of Christ 

 Prayer that empowers is prayer that leaves you filled with the Holy Ghost 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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There is Power in the Name of Jesus 

Acts 9:32-35 

 

33 There he found a man named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight 

years.  

 

I. Jesus sends Peters to Aeneas 

 

As servants of God sometime we never know why we are going into a certain area for the 

Lord. Peter felt compelled to go and encourage the church that was scattered around the 

region. When he arrived a known believer in the city was paralyzed, and had been in bed 

for 8 long years. 

 

 He was not always paralyzed this had happened to him since he had been born 

again 

 He had fallen victim to some kind of tragedy that left him in this condition 

 He was in a suffering condition where he was unable to serve the saints, unable to 

come and go for the Lord, unable to do what he used to do. 

 

Note: 

1. The word found indicates that perhaps Aeneas had almost been forgotten, 

or perhaps thought that the Lord had forgotten Him. 

 

2. Every now and then in the life of the child of God when trouble comes our 

way and seasons of suffering are upon us, it is easy to drift on the waters 

of doubt, believing that nobody cares and that the Lord has forgotten about 

you 

 

3. But this text tonight is one that reminds us that God has not forgotten the 

Aeneas’s of the world. And that He is very much alive and aware of our 

circumstances. 

 

34 "Aeneas," Peter said to him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your 

mat." Immediately Aeneas got up. 

 

II. Jesus uses Peter 

 

While God was moving in the work of the church, he was also waiting and watching his 

servant Aeneas. God deliberately allowed his suffering for 8 years that he might bring 

God glory and honor, unto himself. When the time was right he sent his servant Peter to 

Lydda to encourage the church. 
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 God was going to get the praise and the glory for what would start a revival in this 

area. 

 God was interested in the souls and saints of Lydda. 

 God was interested in the moving of His spirit in this area 

 

 Peters ministry as an apostle consist of signs and wonders, that others would come 

to Jesus 

 Peters ministry as an apostle consist preaching and laying the foundation of the 

church, that others would come to Jesus 

 Peters ministry was to encourage the saints in the work of the ministry, that souls 

would come to Jesus 

Note: 

The miracle in this text is not about Peter, or Aeneas, but rather it is about JESUS. 

JESUS is the reason all of this takes place, and the reason why it is recorded for us today. 

This miracle is for the spread of the Gospel. 

 

35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.  

 

III. Jesus wants the good news proclaimed 

 The purpose for this miracle was that others might believe 

 The purpose of this miracle was that others would bear witness of the power of 

Jesus 

 The purpose of this miracle is that people would turn to God. 

 God uses miracles in the book of acts as a sign and wonder for those who knew 

nothing of him 

 Aeneas would have been a well-known man in these parts and his condition 

would have been known. 

 God uses him for his honor and glory. 

 

We live now in the day of the spoken and written word. Peter did not have the completed 

canon of scriptures. The Lord used signs and wonders to point people to himself. 

Today He yet uses signs and wonders, but the written word of God and the preaching of 

the gospel is what is used to get men to believe. Miracles come and miracles go, but the 

word of the lord last forever. 

 When this great work was done people repented and turned to the Lord 

 When this work was done souls were converted 

 When this work was done lives were changed 

 When this work was done hearts and minds were changed 

 When this work was done there was faith in God and personal relationship with 

His son Jesus Christ. 

 

Questions: 

 What have you learned from this lesson? How can this lesson help your church 
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When Saul met Jesus 

Acts 9:1-19 

Introduction: 

Persecution was alive and well. The church was scattered to Samaria, Judea and to further 

parts of the earth. Havoc was spreading rapidly. God had raised up a man named Saul to 

use for his purpose. 

 

One of the most unlikely candidates for salvation is found in this story tonight. He is a 

murderer, enemy of the church, and a violent man who God wanted to save for himself. 

This text tonight is encouragement to us to remember that no man is beyond redemption. 

 

Vs.1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's 

disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 

Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 

 

I. The man named Saul 

(In Acts 8:1 Saul was consenting to Stephens death, and in Acts 9:1 he was still 

breathing out murder to all Christians) 

1. Saul was an enemy of the church and felt that it was his job to wipe out the gospel 

on earth. 

2. He did not believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ 

3. He saw the message of the gospel as a hindrance to his Jewish doctrines. 

4. Saul had legal authority to persecute the church 

5. Saul hated Christians and committed his life to persecute them 

6. Saul’s plan was to kill, threaten, destroy, imprison any who participated in 

Christian worship 

 

Application: 

 God can use those who hate Christianity to do his work in the world.  

 Haters of Christianity can only do what God allows them to do.  

 Even Gods enemies, work for Him. 

 It is God who is all powerful and allows the evil one to attack, persecute 

and do harm to the saints. (Romans 5:1-5) 

 God loved Saul and wanted him for Himself 

 

 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him  

 

 

II. Jesus stops Saul 

 

 Saul was out of control 

 Saul was killing God’s people 

 Saul was creating havoc in the lives of the church 
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 Saul was working against the gospel 

 Saul was in need of a savior 

 Jesus stops Saul through divine intervention 

 Jesus stops Saul when he was ready to save Him 

 Jesus stops Saul when the time is right  

 Jesus stops Saul when He is ready to use Him for HIS glory 

 Jesus stops Saul and reveals who HE is to him 

 

Saul was not a believer in the resurrection, So Jesus would reveal to Him the truth of 

His resurrection. “He appeared to Him on the road to Damascus” 

 

Note: 

(1) In the O.T God was accustomed to appear to the Jews in a cloud, a pillar of smoke, or 

of fire. 

 

(2) In the N.T the Lord Jesus, in his transfiguration on the mount, had revealed the same 

glory. Matt 17:1-5. 

 

(3) This was the glory of Christ that shown around Paul and stopped him in his sin. 

 

Application: 

 

 God is still stopping folks today in their sin 

 God is still shining in the darkness of this world, and bringing them into the Light 

 God is yet saving others by revealing Himself to them. 

 God is yet humbling people. (Why are you persecuting me?) 

 

. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?"   

 

III. Jesus Calls Saul 

 

 As the other Apostles met Jesus, so was Saul called unto him. 

 Saul was forced to the ground by the power of the light of Christ 

 He used super natural intervention as He did when calling the other 

Apostles 

 In this great light he heard and saw “the Risen Savior” the person of Christ 

 In order to have been an Apostle Saul had to have seen the Lord after His 

resurrection. (Here is where He meets the Apostleship qualification) 

  He was called and arrested by the call that caught his attention 

Note: 

1. This was a fearful event, the God of heaven and earth had spoken to Him, shown 

up in person.  

2. Saul would realize that when he persecuted the church he attacked Christ himself. 

“If you bother the body, you also bother the head”. 
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3. Saul knew he was in the presence of God. ‘Who are you Lord? 

 

Application: 

 God is still a personal God. 

 God will still show up in the word and rebuke His children 

 God has no problem with speaking to you today 

 God can catch you in the middle of your sin and demand you to stop them 

 God here is showing Mercy to Saul, He could have killed him, but instead 

He called him. 

 

5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.  

"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the 

city, and you will be told what you must do."   
 

IV. Jesus sends Saul 

 

 Jesus has a plan for Saul’s life 

 Jesus is personally interested in the direction of Saul’s life 

 Jesus is changing the way and purpose of his existence 

 Jesus is altering everything he thought he was about 

 Jesus has just rearranged the rest of Saul’s life 

 Saul now has been abducted by Jesus 

 

This surrender of the will to Christ was the conversion of Saul. He saw a real Person, the 

Risen Christ, to whom he surrendered his life.  

When God reveals himself to you that is the encounter of a lifetime. You cannot walk 

away the same person that you were. It is important to remember what he tells you in that 

encounter. 

“Get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do” 

 

. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."   

 

IV. Jesus sends Saul 

 

 Jesus has a plan for Saul’s life 

 Jesus is personally interested in the direction of Saul’s life 

 Jesus is changing Saul’s  way and purpose to HIS way and purpose 

 Jesus is altering everything he thought he was about 

 Jesus has just rearranged the rest of Saul’s life 

 Saul now has been abducted by Jesus 

 

This surrender of the will to Christ was the conversion of Saul. He saw a real Person, the 

Risen Christ, to whom he surrendered his life.  
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When God reveals himself to you that is the encounter of a lifetime. You cannot walk 

away the same person that you were. It is important to remember what he tells you in that 

encounter. 

“Get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do”. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 

see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 

nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, 

and did not eat or drink anything.  

 

V. Jesus Blinds Saul 

 After hearing the Lord Saul obeyed 

 After hearing the Lord Saul got an assignment 

 After hearing the Lord Saul  had to change directions 

 After hearing the Lord Saul had to make major adjustments in life to follow and 

obey 

 After hearing the Lord Saul was blinded in order to see. 

 

God caused/forced him to walk by faith. All those around Him saw the light but did not 

hear the Lord’s words. They saw the light but did not get converted. They saw the light 

but did not get to see Jesus. They saw the light but never entered into a time of deep 

prayer in like Saul. 

 

Application: 

 God still blinds men that they might see. 

 God still demands that we obey him in every area of our lives 

 God still demands that we change directions and follow him in obedience 

 God still demands that we make major adjustments in life to follow him 

 

 

 

Questions: 

 

 What have you learned from this lesson? 

 How can this lesson help your church? 

 In what way will you apply this to your ministry? 

 What will you do differently as a result of studying this passage? 
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