
Are we disobeying a command from our Lord to not 
forsake our gathering together as God’s people?  We (your 
elders) don’t believe so. Consider Jesus’ rebuke of the 
Pharisees for misunderstanding the spirit of the Sabbath. 

The Pharisees had issues about gathering food on the Sabbath, helping strug-
gling livestock on the Sabbath, and healing on the Sabbath. Jesus made clear, 
though, that these kinds of misguided understandings about how to honor the 
Sabbath were wrong. The Sabbath is a gift and a blessing for man and not a 
burden. Jesus reminded the Pharisees that “The Sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath.  So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:23). 
This same Lord has told us in His Word not to forsake our gathering together and 
to subject ourselves to governing authorities. How do we square the circle?

Perhaps the answer is found in the �rst and second greatest commandments.
"And [Jesus] said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and �rst 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets." (Matthew 
22:37–40)

Our chief goal in community worship and in life is to express our love for God. 
Along with that comes the goal of expressing love to our brothers in Christ and 
our neighbors. When a potentially deadly infectious virus is rapidly spreading 
through human contact, is it loving for us to simply cling to the letter of God’s 
Sabbath imperative and continue meeting together face-to-face? Is it loving for 
us to ignore God-ordained government authorities and add risk to our broader 
community of neighbors? Would these actions bring honor to Christ and His 
church? Jared C. Wilson (a�liated with Midwestern Seminary) has recently 
remarked, “one good reason pastors have decided to cancel services is because 
they are thinking of the body and her impact on her neighbors. If individualism 
ruled the day, we would unthinkingly gather, posing health risk to the most 
vulnerable among us.”

Given the serious risks and the legitimate exercise of governmental authority, 
the elders have decided to continue gathering together for worship but in a 
virtual way for a temporary time. This is an approach available to the church 
through modern communication technology. It is important to recognize, 
though, that this is not God’s ideal nor is it bene�cial in the long term for God’s 
people.
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The most important questions anyone can ask are: Why was Jesus Christ cruci�ed? 
Why did he su�er so much? What has this to do with me? Finally, who sent him to his 
death? The answer to the last question is that God did. Jesus was God's Son. The 
su�ering was unsurpassed, but the whole message of the Bible leads to this answer.

The central issue of Jesus' death is not the cause, but the meaning. That is what this 
book is about. John Piper has gathered from the New Testament �fty r easons i n 
answer to the most important question that each of us must face: What did God 
achieve for sinners like us in sending his Son to die?
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“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  How are you serving the body of 
Christ?  Stop by the Information Center to discuss service opportunities that best utilize your gifts.
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