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THE CROWN JEWEL OF THE GOSPEL
Jeremiah Kirberg // Pastor of Administration - Elder

that �ow from these realities, but it seems that the resurrection of Christ 
often gets overshadowed.  Christians spend one Sunday a year focusing 
upon one of the greatest, most essential truths that exists in the faith 

and then pack it away until the next April. 

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul reminds us of the essen-
tials of the gospel. This gospel certainly revolves 
around the death of Christ, who “died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures” (verse 3), but Paul 
does not end there.  Christ did not remain dead, 

but he was also “raised on the third day in accordance with the Scrip-
tures” (verse 4).

The resurrection is so important that Paul tells us our faith is in vain 
without it (1 Corinthians 15:14). If there is no resurrection, then our faith 
is in vain because there is no victory over sin and death.  The resurrec-
tion is critical to our lives as believers. The resurrection reminds us that 
the same God who raised Jesus from the grave has also raised us from 
spiritual death to spiritual life (1 Peter 1:3). The
resurrection reminds us that God has accepted the sacri�ce of Jesus for 
our sins and that we are no longer under condemnation, but counted 
righteous (Romans 4:23-25). The resurrection reminds us that we are to 
no longer to continue in sin because we have died to sin and are alive to 
God (Romans 6:3-4). The resurrection reminds us that, despite the 
di�culties of this life, we have a sure hope in a future resurrection (1 
Corinthians 6:14; Colossians 3:1-4).  

May we remember these truths as we approach Resurrection Sunday 
and allow them to penetrate our lives throughout this year!

Is it possible that those of us who love the gospel have
neglected a critical aspect of it in our lives? It is my
concern that many of us that are gospel-centered
believers often neglect the crown jewel of the gospel in 
our daily lives.  We focus on the life of Christ, the ministry 
of Christ, the cross of Christ and all of the essential truths 

SHEPHERDSCONFERENCE.ORG
LIVE STREAMING AVAILABLE

Paul DeYoung paul@ncc-stl.org

R3 SECOND SATURDAY
Serve together for the sake of the gospel and 
change the narrative of East St. Louis.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10 // 8:00 AM

EAST ST. LOUIS, IL

Jeremiah Kirberg jeremiah@ncc-stl.org

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
Praise the Lord for His great sacri�ce in this 
special service.

FRIDAY, APRIL 2 // 4:30 PM & 6:00 PM

NEW COMMUNITY CHURCH

Bruce S. brucescheidhauer@gmail.com

MEN’S STEAK OUT
Men, enjoy catered pork steaks from St. Louis 
Rotisserie, as well as a special message!

FRIDAY, APRIL 23 // 6:00 PM

WILDWOOD COMMUNITY PARK

RESURRECTION SUNDAY
Invite your family and friends to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4 // 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM

NEW COMMUNITY CHURCH

Jeremiah Kirberg jeremiah@ncc-stl.org 

Church O�ce admin@ncc-stl.org

NEWCOMER NIGHT
Come meet sta�, elders and regular attenders 
at this informal dinner.

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 // 6:30 PM

BROADBOOKS HOME

Lorem ipsum

MEN’S OUTDOOR FELLOWSHIP
Come enjoy fun and fellowship with other 
NCC men at a property 45 minutes away! 

APRIL 7 & 10 // 11:00 AM

PRIVATE PROPERTY

Rich Barthelmass rjbart@sbcglobal.net

Drew Nilius drew@ncc-stl.org

ASCEND PAINTBALL
Students will gather for a game of paintball 
and fellowship.

SATURDAY, APRIL 24 // 1:00 PM

XTREME PAINTBALL PARK

Drew Nilius drew@ncc-stl.org

SMALL GROUP NIGHT OUT
Ascend small groups will have a night out 
doing fun activities around the St. Louis area.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 // 7:00 PM

VARIOUS LOCATIONS

ASCEND TRIVIA NIGHT
Come enjoy trivia & support our students as 
they fundraise for summer camp!  

FRIDAY, APRIL 9 // 6:30 PM

NEW COMMUNITY CHURCH

Drew Nilius drew@ncc-stl.org

“and if Christ has not
been raised, then our

preaching is in vain, your 
faith is also in vain.”

I CORINTHIANS 15:14



NEED TO CONNECT AT NCC?
We send out a weekly newsletter, prayer requests and special announcements through email and the app. 
Stop by the Information Center or the website to sign up for our communications.

Book of the Month

to glorify God // to make disciples // to share God’s love

THE BULLETIN BOARD

MISSING SOMETHING?
Lost items are waiting to be found at the Information Center. Items are purged once a month so be sure 
to stop by and see if your items are there!

FIFTY REASONS WHY JESUS CAME TO DIE
John Piper
FIFTY REASONS WHY JESUS CAME TO DIE
John Piper
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The most important questions anyone can ask are: Why was Jesus Christ 
cruci�ed? Why did he su�er so much? What has this to do with me? Finally, who 
sent him to his death? The answer to the last question is that God did. Jesus was 
God's Son. The su�ering was unsurpassed, but the whole message of the Bible 
leads to this answer.

The central issue of Jesus' death is not the cause, but the meaning. That is what 
this book is about. John Piper has gathered from the New Testament �fty 
reasons in answer to the most important question that each of us must face: 
What did God achieve for sinners like us in sending his Son to die?

LOOKING TO SERVE?
“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  How are you serving the body of 
Christ?  Stop by the Information Center to discuss service opportunities that best utilize your gifts.

Virginia Hankins
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT


