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Not one sparrow falls but by God’s plan.  Not one virus moves but by 
God’s plan.  This is meticulous sovereignty.  And what does Jesus say 
next?  Three things: You are of more value than many sparrows.  The hairs 
of your head are all numbered.  Fear not. 

Why not?  Because God’s meticulous sovereignty - whether we live or die - serves his holiness and 
righteousness and goodness and wisdom.  In Christ, we are not his dispensable pawns.  We are his 
valued children.  “You are of more value than many sparrows.”

This is the secret mentioned earlier: knowing that the same sovereignty that could stop the 
coronavirus, yet doesn’t, is the very sovereignty that sustains the soul in it.  And not only sustains, 
but sees to it that everything, bitter and sweet, works together for our good - the good of those 
who love God and are called in Christ (Romans 8:28-30).

That kind of rock-solid con�dence in the face of death has emboldened Christ’s people for two 
thousand years.  The truth of God’s wise and good sovereignty has been the stabilizing power for 
thousands of Christians in the sacri�ces of love.

For example, Henry Martyn, missionary to India and Persia, who died of the plague (like the 
coronavirus) when he was thirty-one (October 16,1812), wrote in his journal in January 1812:

To all appearance, the present year will be more perilous than any i have Seen; but if I live to complete 
the Persian New Testament, my life after willbe of less importance.  But whether life or death be mine, 

may Christ be magni�ed in me!  If he has work for me to do, I cannot die.

This has often been paraphrased as “I am immortal till Christ’s work for me to do is done.”  This is 
profoundly true.  And it rests squarely on the reality that life and death are in the hands of our 
sovereign God.  Indeed, the entire cause of Christ is in his hand.  Seven years earlier, Martyn, at 
age twenty-four, had written:

Were God not the sovereign of the universe, how miserable i should be!  But the Lord reigneth, let the 
earth be glad.  And Christ’s cause shall prevail.  O my soul, be happy in the prospect.

EXERPT FROM CHRIST AND CORONAVIRUS
John Piper 
 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE EVENTS:
lobby or information center registration requiredvisit ncc-stl.org church app

MOM’S & KIDS PARK DAY
Join other NCC moms for fun and fellowship 
at the Wood’s home.

Missy Mehringer mehringermissy@yahoo.com

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 // 9:30 AM

WOOD HOME

THRIVE: PARENT UNIVERSITY
Join us as we serve those parents who 
have chosen life for their child.

Nancy DeYoung ndey118@gmail.com

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 // 5:30 PM

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH



to glorify God // to make disciples // to share God’s love

NEED TO CONNECT AT NCC?
We send out a weekly newsletter, prayer requests and special 
announcements through email and the app. Stop by the
 Information Center or the website to sign up for our 
communications.
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Wildwood, MO  63040
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Suite A
Wildwood, MO 63040
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LIVE STREAM
ncc-stl.org/livestream
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Drew Nilius
MINISTER TO STUDENTS

NCC ON AIR
CUTTING IT STRAIGHT
KSIV 91.5 FM
Saturdays: 9:30 am

ELDER PRAYER LINE
636.458.4744  ext. 16

Ray Mehringer
MINISTER TO FAMILIES

Virginia Hankins
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Location  LaSalle Springs Middle School
Dates  July 12-14
Times  5:30 - 8:00 pm
Ages  Entering 1st - 6th grade

Register at ncc-stl.org/soccercamp
Registration Required

Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came To Die
John Piper
Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came To Die
John Piper

In Coronavirus and Christ, John Piper invites readers around the 
world to stand on the solid Rock, who is Jesus Christ, in whom 
our souls can be sustained by the sovereign God who ordains, 
governs, and reigns over all things to accomplish his wise and 
good purposes for those who trust in him. What is God doing 
through the coronavirus? Piper o�ers six biblical answers to that 
question, showing us that God is at work in this moment in 
history.


