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the New Testament or those that occur today, will begin with preaching 
Jesus. The story of Jesus is the heart of the gospel message (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:3-4). Jesus is the cornerstone of the foundation upon which we 
are built (Ephesians 2:19-21). Jesus is “the way, and the truth, and the 
life” (John 14:6). So Philip preached Jesus, just as we must do today. Also 
central to preaching of the gospel in the New Testament church is the 
practice of baptism (Acts 2:38). The text in Acts 8 implies the inclusion of 
baptism in Philip’s teaching about Jesus. The �rst thing we see after 
Luke recorded Philip preaching Jesus is this: “As they went along the 
road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look! Water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?’” (Acts 8:36).
 
It has been said, “Failing to determine whether someone understands 
their profession of faith before you baptize them is recklessly irresponsi-
ble.” Declaring someone “saved” when they aren’t not only gives them 
false assurance, it makes them that much more immune to future calls 
to repent and believe. We must be diligent to ensure that the person 
being baptized is able to articulate the gospel and explain what baptism 
means and why they want to do it.”
 
However, we must be cautious that in our caution we do not undermine 
the critical importance of baptism. The biblical witness shows that each 
New Testament baptism quickly follows faith and repentance. John the 
Baptist encouraged those that were following and listening to him to 
demonstrate their repentance through baptism (Mark 1:4-8). While a it 
may seem perplexing on the surface, Jesus himself was baptized in 
order to ful�ll his role as the obedient Son of God by submitting to God’s 
will and devotion to Him (Matt 3:13-17). Notably Peter baptized 3000 on 
the spot in Acts 2 after one sermon (Acts 2:40-41). Philip baptized the 
eunuch after their �rst discipleship conversation (Acts 8:36-38), and 
Ananias baptized Paul “immediately” after meeting him (Acts 9:17-19; 
22:16). Paul baptized the Philippian jailor and his household “at once” 
(Acts 16:31-34).
 
So, if you have repented of your sin and rebellion against God and 
placed your faith in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of your sins; 
what prevents you from being baptized? The water will be ready on 
Sunday evening, March 28th for you to be baptized. Be sure to sign-up 
on the App or website if you would like to get baptized.

After leaving Samaria, Philip met a eunuch from Ethiopia 
traveling home from Jerusalem and was reading from 
the prophet Isaiah. This man wanted to understand 
what he was reading so he asked Philip, “Please tell me, 
of whom does the prophet say opened his mouth, and 
beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him” 
(Acts 8:34-35). Every conversion, whether recorded in 
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What's the big deal about baptism?
 
Jesus commands his disciples to be baptized, and it’s a glorious picture of a person’s 
union with Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. Still, many Christians feel unclear 
about the topic, having more questions than answers. This short work provides a 
biblical explanation of baptism. What is it? Who should be baptized? Why is it 
required for church membership? And how should churches practice baptism?
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