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The bulletin is published under the responsibility of the respective consistory. 
Barrhead Editors: Rev. C. Vanderlinde: calvinvanderlinde@gmail.com, Br. M. Hoeksema: melhoek@gmail.com 
Neerlandia North Editor: Br. A. Vanleeuwen, crcbulletin@hotmail.com 
Neerlandia South Editors: Br. R. VanAssen, Br. J. Froma, neersouth@gmail.com  
Deadline:All items must be submitted to your respective editors no later than 6 pm on the Wednesday before publication. 

GENERAL NEWS 
ROLLING CALENDAR 
General 
Dec 15 Rejoicing Voices Christmas Concert 
Jan 11-13 CRTS Conference  
Jan 13 ARPA Fundraiser Dodgeball Tournament 
Jan 19-20 Strengthening your marriage conference 
Jan 20 Young peoples Ski Trip 
Barrhead      Neerlandia 
Dec 17 Christmas Program    Dec. 12 Children’s Christmas Craft 
Dec 19 Seniors Christmas Coffee/Tea   Dec.14 Annual Senior’s Lunch 
Dec. 25 Barrhead Community Christmas Dinner   Neerlandia South  Neerlandia North 
       Dec. 17 Keir Care, Hillcrest, and Shepherd’s Care Services 

REMINDER 
Please be reminded to send your bulletin submissions on time to your own respective Editor found at the top of this page above 

General News. Thankyou! 

REJOICING VOICES CHOIR  
Rejoicing Voices Choir invites you to their Christmas Concert which will be held on December 15th at 8 pm, in the Neerlandia 
Canadian Reformed Church.  Come and celebrate our Saviour’s birth with song and praise.  There will be refreshments and 
fellowship after the concert.  
Members: This Monday December 11th is our last practice before the Christmas concert!  Please make an effort to be at 
practice.  If you haven’t paid your dues yet, please do so Monday evening. Dues are $20.  Each choir member is asked to bring 1 
dozen baking for the Christmas Concert. Thanks. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Newlyweds, married with kids, Engaged? Join us for our Strengthening the Christian marriage conference  January 19-20, 2018, 
at Grace Reformed Chuch in Leduc. With speakers Rev. Bill Polls, Rev. Hank Van der Woerd, and Rev. Keith Davis. Watch for 
brochures and registration information to come. Topics include Keeping the marriage pure, Financial stewardship, and 
Communication! 
 

YOUNG PEOPLES SKI TRIP 
All young peoples (16+) are invited on a ski trip to Marmot Basin in Jasper on January 20th. If at least 15 people sign up, the cost 
of a lift ticket with be $67. Rentals are $49 for a full set. Please contact Peter Viersen (email: viersenpeter@gmail.com or text: 
780-284-0637) to sign up or if you have any questions. We will be accepting registrations until New Years Day, January 1st. 

FUNDRIVE FOR THE LADIES AID 

Hey Everyone! Remember the FUNDrive with Value Village I posted about for the Ladies Aid? We now have a trailer sitting on 
Marian Scheper’s driveway ready to be filled with your gently used items that you are ready to donate for this! :) 
Please have SOFT goods (CLOTHING, SHOES, BEDDING / TOWELS, ACCESSORIES: HANDBAGS, TOTES, LEATHER 
BELTS, WALLETS, BACKPACKS, JEWELRY) in garbage bags and PLEASE be sure they are clean and in good condition! 
And HARD goods (CDS, DVDS, BOOKS, ELECTRICAL ITEMS, TOYS & GAMES, KITCHEN ITEMS, KNICK-KNACKS, 
SPORTING GOODS, (NOTHING LARGER THAN A MICROWAVE)) in sturdy boxes. 
Please message Marian on FB or call / text her at 780-307-4756 to arrange a time to drop off your goods!! :) Marian hopes to 
make our first drop off at Value Village at the beginning of January!! So let's fill the trailer!! 
 

COVENANT CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS COLLEGE UPDATE & REQUEST FOR 
SUPPORT 
This past fall, CCRTC opened its doors to 25 enthusiastic students.  We give thanks once again that the Lord has blessed our 
school community!  As the 2017 calendar year draws to a close, you are respectfully asked to remember the work of training 
Reformed teachers in your year-end giving.  We are aware of the fact that without the prayerful and financial support of all of you, 
the college could not continue to provide a supply of Reformed teachers for our schools.   

mailto:melhoek@gmail.com
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The suggested donation for this year is $480, but any amount is gratefully accepted. Donations are needed to help cover this 
year’s budgeted expenses as this will reflect positively in our accreditation application. Please send your cheques to Covenant 
CRTC, 410 Crerar Drive, HAMILTON, ON L9A 5K3, or if you would prefer automatic withdrawal you will find a form on the donate 
page of our website:  covenantteacherscollege.com/donate.html.   
We thank you for your generosity, and pray the Lord will bless you in 2018. 
 

BARRHEAD NEWS 
barrheadcanrc.ca 

TO AND FROM THE CONGREGATION 
December is a month where there are often many activities, gatherings, and events happening one after the other. Certainly life in the 
congregation has not been slow or quiet as we can discover from all that is covered in this week’s pastoral column.  
We begin with rejoicing and giving thanks to the Lord for blessing Travis and Kim VanLeeuwen with their third child, Ezra George, who 
will be officially engrafted into the church of Christ through holy baptism this morning. May God continue to give you much joy and 
satisfaction, love, wisdom, strength, and patience in raising the covenant children He has entrusted to you in the fear of his great and 
holy Name.   
This past Monday, Colton VanLeeuwen and Clarence Helmus departed for Western Australia for a stay that could last upwards of a 
year. We wish them well in their new (or not-so-new) surroundings, and we pray that they find their place among God’s people in the 
Albany area.   
Speaking of travelling, we are grateful for the travelling mercies God granted to Dana VanLeeuwen and her children in a vehicular 
accident just north of Barrhead recently. By God’s providence all passengers were spared from harm, while the same cannot be said 
about the vehicle. For this we thank the Lord our Helper and our Keeper who watches over all of our coming and going so that nothing 
happens to us apart from his will.   
Meanwhile we pray that the Lord will continue to give Louis and Tena Dykstra the patience and endurance they require as Tena 
remains under hospital care. May the Lord’s presence and promises strengthen and sustain you each day in the face of life’s 
uncertainties.  
If all went as planned, there was a wedding this past week in the Hamoen and Aikema families – Bryan Aikema (son of Ed and Elaine) 
and Katherine Schoen were married in Coaldale on Friday. May the Lord bless this newlywed couple and grant them many years of 
married life together in dependence on God’s grace!   
Looking ahead into January 2018, the Grace United Reformed Church of Leduc is hosting a marriage enrichment conference on 
Jan 19-20th, the Lord-willing.  Speakers and topics include Rev. Bill Pols - Keeping the Marriage Pure; Rev. Keith Davis - 
Communication: Understanding the 'Love Language' of Christian Marriage; and Rev. Hank VanderWoerd - Family Finances. The 
Barrhead Council has agreed to offer support to any couples (married or engaged) who wish to attend this event by helping to alleviate 
the costs. If this interests you, please contact the undersigned for more information.  
One final note to add: at the last Council meeting it was decided that we will have a Christmas Day service at 10 am (contrary to the 
schedule given in last week’s bulletin). In this way may we as congregation commemorate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, according to 
Article 53 of the Church Order.   
May the Lord bless us richly today and cause us all to be built up in our faith through his Word and the sacrament of baptism so that we 
find our comfort and confidence in Him in the week ahead!  
CVL  
 

BARRHEAD PREACHING SCHEDULE  
December 10 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 10 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 17 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 17 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 24 AM – Rev. G. Veurink  
December 24 PM – Rev. G. Veurink  
December 25 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde (Christmas Day)  
December 31 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde (New Year’s Eve service)  
December 31 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
 

BARRHEAD SCHEDULED COLLECTIONS 
December 10: Needy   
December 17 & 24: Mission Aid Brazil  
December 31: Anchor Association  
 

VISITATION REQUEST  
During these winter months and in times of trial, it is important that we as congregation focus our attention a little more on those who are 
unable to be out and about.  We would like to request the members of the congregation to assist with visitations to members in need of 
such care. If you are willing and able, please make contact with us  
to assist us with this wondrous work of fellowship. We wish to ensure that all members are well cared for!  
Thank you.  Barrhead CanRC Deacons.  



HOST FAMILY  
This week’s host family is Marcel & Jessica Peters  
December 17 Kurtis & Helena Olthuis  
December 24 Ed & Cisca Jansen  
December 31 Folkert & Fran Miedema  
 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION  
Catechism students are reminded to bring a Bible, Book of Praise, binder and pen.   
Class One: Grades 7 & 8 - taught by Mr. H. Stel (7:30-8:30pm)  
Class Two: Grades 9 & 10 - taught by Mr. J. Jagersma (7:30-8:30pm)  
Class Three: Grades 11 & 12 - taught by Rev. Vanderlinde (7:30-8:30pm)  
Pre-confession class: open to anyone who wishes to join - taught by Rev. Vanderlinde (8:30-9:30pm) 
 

BARRHEAD COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER 
In previous years the Barrhead United Church has organized and put on the Community Christmas Dinner. For the last few years 
they have been hoping to pass the baton on to someone else and we as congregation will be doing just that this Christmas. This 
event takes place every December 25th and so we will continue that. The dinner will be starting at 1:00pm so we will make it work 
with the service that day.  Right now I am in contact with a lady from the United Church...learning the ropes...and I am not sure 
how many volunteers we will need to help out and/or donations needed as there are many community members who look forward 
to helping out at this event each year and we would like to keep them included. But...if you know you will be around and want to 
put your name on the list to help out or are willing to donate food items or monetary gifts just let me know ASAP. Or if you have 
any other questions about the event contact Alicia at 780-674-8171 or cell# 780-674-7365.  
On behalf of the Evangelism Committee,  
Alicia Schouten 
 

SENIOR’S CHRISTMAS COFFEE / TEA MORNING 
To all our Seniors, you are invited to a Coffee/Tea Morning hosted by the Tuesday morning Ladies Bible Study.  Come join us on 
Tuesday, Dec. 19 at 10am in the church fellowship hall to celebrate Christmas with us with devotions, singing and fellowship.   
Please RSVP to Deanna Doornbos (780-674-4808) or Marian Scheper (780-307-4756) and let us know if you will need a ride.   
We hope to see you there! 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
We hope to have youth group this Sunday afternoon from after second service till 5. See you then!!  
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
Our next meeting will be this Sunday evening at 7:00 in the church building. We will be practicing for the Christmas concert coming up on 
December 17 so please do your best to come out and practice with us! JMP  
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
Free Topic:Many Gifts, One Body : "The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form 
one body. So it is with Christ." 1 Corinthians 12:12. Our next study morning is Tuesday, December 12, 2017 beginning at 10:00 am. We 
will be looking at the topic "Many Gifts, One Body," by Burk Parsons. Some readings: 1 Corinthians 12 and  Romans 12. Leader: Linda 
Baking and snack for kids: Deanna Babysitting will be available.  
 

COMBINED BIBLE STUDY  
We plan to meet on Dec.13 at 8:00.  We will be discussing Our Father and His Creation, ch. 7.  Harry will lead the meeting and Ali will 
bring baking.  Hope to see you there!  
 

COFFEE CLEANUP  
This week Gerrit and Mennie Helmus will be in charge of coffee clean up. Next week Thad and Anita Vegter will take care of the cleanup. 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY 
Once again the Young People's Society would like to offer their services to the elderly of the congregation. If you are in need of 
help around your home or with yard work the young peoples are more than willing to lend a helping hand. The contact people for 
those in need of help are Jeremy Hoeksema at 780-284-2343 and Nicholas Vogelzang at 780-674-7291.  
  
 
 

tel:(780)%20674-8171
tel:(780)%20674-7365
tel:780-284-2343
tel:780-674-7291


NEERLANDIA NEWS 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CRAFT 
All children ages 0-5 years are invited to a Christmas craft morning on December 12 at 10:00.  Children in Mrs. Kippers and Mrs. 
Vandeburgt classes have a singing practice first but please join us afterward.  
 

NORTH/SOUTH BIBLE STORY HOUR PRACTICE 
There will be a combined north and south Bible story hour practice on December 12th at 10am, dv. If the moms could please bring 
them to the church that day and time Alice and Rachel will be there to lead the practice. 
The songs to practice are Hy.5 , Hy 21 , Hy 7 , Thanks 
  

SENIOR'S ANNUAL LUNCHEON  
The Canadian Reformed Church South Thursday Morning Women's Bible Study invites the Seniors and sisters of both 
congregations to join us in remembering the birth of our Savior through a special program followed by a warm luncheon.  This 
event is scheduled for December 14th at 10 am in the Neerlandia Canadian Reformed Church basement, D.V..  We will be 
collecting any Bibles and Books of Praise you wish to part with for our Bibles For Mission Project as well.  
 

BIBLE/PSALM BOOK COLLECTION PROJECT  
The South morning Women's Bible Study group is collecting any of your unused Bibles (any translation) and old versions of our 
Book of Praise that you wish to part with.  You can bring them along to church and place them in the box provided under the table 
in the foyer.  We will be bringing them to Bibles For Mission where they will be distributed for further use.  Let us help spread the 
Gospel message through these means.  
Thank you 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Reminder that there is Carolling tonight at 7:00.  Bundle up warm and come for an enjoyable evening of singing for the Hamlet of 
Neerlandia residents. Afterwards we will enjoy treats at the church and if you would like to join the $5 Chinese gift exchange 
please bring a gift. Sorry for the late notice but if you are able boys, bring something to drink and girls, bring something to snack 
on. Also it has been brought to my attention that the 2018 dates are wrong, ooops. Please note that the meetings and events are 
for the Sunday nights and NOT Mondays. Sorry for the confusion. Thank you  
 

NEERLANDIA SOUTH 
FOR AND FROM THE FLOCK  
This week Wednesday D.V, Br and Sr Reinder and Tineke Steenbergen hope to celebrate their 49th anniversary.  We rejoice with 
you in God’s faithfulness over these years and in the  
generations and we pray that He will continue to bless you richly in the years to come. We hope you have a wonderful time of 
celebration with your children and grandchildren!  
This weekend Dr G H Visser, from our Theological Seminary in Hamilton, was here to present speeches on the 500th Reformation 
Celebration and was also willing to preach for us this morning. We thank you for your work and the time put in to come here and 
be among us. This afternoon we have Rev Veurink as we are doing a switch with the north.  
Rejoicing Voices is having a Christmas concert this coming Friday. As the rolling calendar fills up we are blessed with many 
events to attend in celebration of the birth of our Savior. May our fellowship be blessed and the Name of the Lord be praised.  
“And Mary said: My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has looked on the humble estate of 
His servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is His name.” Luke 1:46-49  
Have a blessed day of worship.  
RVA  
 

SERVICE ARRANGEMENTS  
December 10  am – Dr. G.H. Visscher   
   pm – Rev. G. Veurink  
  

FROM THE C OF A  
In order to have your donations recorded under the 2017 year, please submit them no later than Dec.24th, 2017. All donations 
received after this will fall under the 2018 year. Budget update: As of December 1, we have collected only 75% of our 2017 annual 
budget.  
 



KEIR CARE, HILLCREST AND SHEPHERD’S CARE SERVICES  
Next week, December 17th is our turn to provide the seniors in Keir Care, Hillcrest, and Shepherd’s Care with the gospel message 
and an evening of singing and fellowship.  Keir Care is at 6:30 pm and Hillcrest at 7:30 pm and Shepherd’s Care is at 7 
pm.  Everyone is encouraged to attend one of these homes to support those presenting the message and to sing along with those 
living in these homes.  The seniors very much appreciate a little of our time.  
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEN’S SOCIETY  
Next meeting will be Dec. 13 at Ron Hamoen’s shop. Study will be on chapter 10 of “Growing in the Gospel”. Andrew Jissink will 
be the leader. Turn out has been poor lately so we would like to encourage as many men as possible to attend!  
 

YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIETY   
The Christmas season is right around the corner and we, as the Young Peoples Society, have planned to meet once more before 
then. The meeting will take place at Logan Hooimeyer's house on Dec. 10th at 8 p.m. the Lord willing. This time  Marina and 
Jantiena have offered to lead the study on Hosea 5 for us. Each member should make sure to read the chapter in advance and 
come up with any questions they can share with the group. Doing so will allow us to have a fruitful discussion.   
Thank you to those who already paid their dues!!! Let's see if we can all get them all in before the new year! If you don't 
remember, the dues are set at $20. This money will be passed on to the Service Committee and Events Committee if 
necessary.  May you all have a wonderful week!   
 

HELPING HAND  
Thank you to those who have contacted the Young Peoples Society for a helping hand! We are currently working on how we can 
help you out best. For those who would like any assistance from  
the young people of our congregation, please don't hesitate to contact Wyat Jissink at 284-3215 or Joshua VanAssen at 394-
7338.  1 Corinthians 12:27 "Now you are all the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it." 
  

HOST FAMILY  
December 10 Peter & Elly Hoeve  
December 17 Curtis & Lorraine Hooimeyer  
December 24 David & Christien Hospers  
December 31 Andrew & Mona Jissink  
 

BABYSITTING LIST  
Dec 10 am – Lorraine H, Daphne VDZ, Dana J  
  pm – Kristen H, Flaura VDZ  
Dec 17 am – Melissa M, Mackenzie B, Savannah J  
  pm – Christien H, Amelie V  
Dec 24 am – Saakje O, Rolynn B, Brandi J  
  pm – Gwen M, Jewel B  
Dec 25 CHRISTMAS – Jen O, Teri B  
Dec 31 am – Rosanne O, Becky F, Brooklyn S  
  pm – Bec P, Marina H 
 

NEERLANDIA NORTH 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
“Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!” These words from Psalm 84:4 remind us what a privilege 
we have in gathering together in the Lord’s house for worship once again today. May our Gracious God be pleased to accept our 
worship and may he use the preaching of the gospel to encourage us as well as to strengthen and increase our faith!  
This past week our Sr. Anna Dejong could undergo surgery on her back and under the Lord’s blessing this operation went well. All 
praise and thanks to God! Sr. Dejong was able to return home on Wednesday afternoon and we pray that our Heavenly Father 
would continue to bless her with a good recovery so that in time she may once again regain full strength.  
This afternoon we may welcome Dr. G.H. Visscher to our pulpit. Dr. Visscher is the New Testament Professor at our Theological 
College in Hamilton and he has been here for the weekend giving a couple of speeches on the Reformation. We thank you very 
much for being willing to fly out here for a few days and also for being willing to lead our service this afternoon. May the Lord bless 
you with all that you need, both today and also as you continue your work in Hamilton!  
Wishing you all a blessed day of rest and worship!  
GeV  
 



PREACHING SCHEDULE  
December 10  AM: Rev. G. Veurink  
    PM: Dr. G.H. Visscher  
December 17  AM: Rev. G. Veurink  
              PM: Rev. G. Veurink  
 

FROM THE DEACONS  
For the month of December the special collection is for Word and Deed. Word and Deed is a organization which seeks to address 
the spiritual and physical needs of people in the developing world in accordance with biblical principles. For example, a partner of 
Word and Deed, the Adoration Christian Centre in Haiti has been working hard to add a high school grade every year. This year, 
their tenth year in operation, they are adding Grade 13. Praise God that they are now able to offer Christian schooling to students 
from Kindergarten to the final grade of high school! The students in next year’s graduating class have career ambitions in 
pediatrics, administration, accounting, trades, and more, but they also express a strong desire to serve God in their communities. 
Please pray that the Lord will provide and strengthen these students in faith, that they will graduate well, be given wisdom as they 
consider their future path, and ultimately minister as Christian servants in Haiti through their calling in life.  
The special collection for the Christmas day service will be for the Barrhead Family and Community Support Services. Barrhead 
FCSS is a partnership between the Province of Alberta, the Town and the County of Barrhead and the people of our community. 
They are community based and volunteer supported. Their role is to develop locally driven preventative social services to enhance 
the well being of individuals, families and communities. A few of their services are the local food bank, the Christmas food hamper 
program, and a program called coats for kids which gives donated winter coats to those who need them. May we as God’s 
children cheerfully give to those in need of what He has so richly blessed us with. 
 

YOUNG PEOPLES 
Our next meeting will be on December 10 at Peter and Ben Viersen's. We will be finishing off Proverbs chapter 14, beginning at 
part 93 of our study book. Jeremy Peters will be opening the meeting.  
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
The South Ladies society has asked us to please bring baking for the Senior luncheon to be held Thursday Dec 14.  
Our next meeting is planned for Dec 19,2017 the Lord willing. 
We are studying ch6 of volume 2 Growing in the gospel.  The Holy Spirit: His persons and work. Suggested reading Psalm 51:7-
12, John 14:15-31 
Judith will lead, Nicole will bake and pray, Whitney will bring kids baking, and Christy and Ang will babysit. 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEN’S SOCIETY 
Mens society will meet on Dec 13 in the church at 8 pm.  We will continue our study in Chapter 6 of our guide.  Suggested 
readings are Psalm 110 and Matthew 28:16-20.  This may be the last meeting of 2017.  
 

SATURDAY MORNING MENS BIBLE STUDY 
We will meet on Saturday December 16 at 8 am in the church basement. We will be studying Chapter 6 of Growing in the Gospel. 
John Breukelman will be leading. See you there. 
 

NEERLANDIA NORTH YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICE COMMITTEE   
We as Young Peoples would love to help any of the seniors or disabled members who need a helping hand. To make 
arrangements please call Andrew Schouten @ 780-305-8914 or Pieter Steenbergen @ 780-284-4060  
 

HOST FAMILY       
December 10 Brad & Cynthia VanDasselaar 
December 17 Piet & Grace VanDasselaar 
December 24 Cor & Jannie Vandekamp 
 

BABYSITTING 
Dec.10 AM: Marieke, Christina P, Marissa PM: Michelle, Frieda, Amy 
Dec.17 AM: Ciny, Marie S, Andrea  PM: Cindy, Kathleen, Elana 
 


