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       South    North 

December 11 Rev. C. Vanderlinde  Rev. R. Pontier  Reading  
    Rev. C. Vanderlinde  Reading   Reading 
    Mission Prince George Asia Mission  Word and Deed 

 
December 18 Rev. C. Vanderlinde  Rev. J. VanSpronsen Rev. G. Veurink  

    Rev. G. Veurink  Rev. J. VanSpronsen Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
    Mission Prince George Asia Mission  Word and Deed 
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The bulletin is published under the responsibility of the respective consistory. 
Barrhead Editors: Rev. C. Vanderlinde: calvinvanderlinde@gmail.com, Br. M. Hoeksema: melhoek@gmail.com 
Neerlandia North Editor: Br. A. Vanleeuwen: crcbulletin@hotmail.com 
Neerlandia South Editors: Br. R. VanAssen, Br. J. Froma: neersouth@gmail.com  
Deadline: All ads must be submitted to your respective editors no later than 6 p.m. on the Wednesday before publication. 

GENERAL NEWS 
ROLLING CALENDAR 
General
December 15 Rejoicing Voices Concert 
December 17 The Great Big Christmas Carol Sing-a-long 
Barrhead     Neerlandia South    Neerlandia North 
December 11 Christmas Sing-a-long  December 11 Sing-a-long  December 20 Seniors Luncheon 
December 15 Ladies night out   & Fellowship Evening   
      December 20 Seniors Luncheon  
 

REJOICING VOICES CHOIR CONCERT 

Please join us on December 15, 2016 (Thursday night) when we hope to celebrate , the Lord willing, the birth of our Saviour.  The 
URC choir will also be performing for us and with us.  Come join us as we once again celebrate this joyous event! 
Rejoicing Voices Choir members, Please note that our practices for the next two weeks will be held on Wednesday night - 
December 7, and 14. Hope to see you all there! 
 

THE GREAT BIG CHRISTMAS CAROL SING-A-LONG 
You are invited to a festive Carol Sing-a-Long  on Saturday, December 17, 2016 at the Providence Canadian Reformed 
Church, 12905-122 Ave, Edmonton AB, at 7:00 pm.  The audience will participate in singing many favourite Christmas carols, 
several musicians will perform a variety of Christmas music, and the Praise the Lord Choir will share a few selections.  We hope 
that you will join us for an hour or so of celebration! Refreshments will be served in the church basement after the performance. 
   

CRTS CONFERENCE: IT’S TIME TO REGISTER! 
Are you thinking about commemorating the Reformation with us?  The deadline to register for the 7

th
 annual CRTS conference is 

quickly approaching. This year’s conference is entitled “Rich & Relevant: Why the Reformation Still Matters After 500 Years.” It will 
take place from Thursday evening through Saturday, January 12–14 in the Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church building, 
Burlington. Before December 31 the registration fee for the whole conference is $65 ($50 for students), but in the New Year it 
goes up to $90 ($75). Other options are available if you cannot attend every session and no registration is required for the two free 
evening lectures. For more details and to register go to: www.canadianreformedseminary.ca.  

COVENANT CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS COLLEGE UPDATE & REQUEST FOR 
SUPPORT 
This past fall, the CCRTC opened its doors to 22 enthusiastic students.  We give thanks once again that the Lord has blessed our 
school community!  As the 2016 calendar year draws to a close, you are respectfully asked to remember the work of training 
Reformed teachers in your year-end giving.  We are aware of the fact that without the prayerful and financial support of all of you, 
the College could not continue to provide a supply of Reformed teachers for our schools throughout North America and abroad.   
The suggested donation for this year is $480, but any amount is gratefully accepted.  Donations are not only needed to help cover 
this year’s budgeted expenses but also our quest for Accreditation.  
Please send your cheques to Covenant CRTC, 410 Crerar Drive, HAMILTON, ON L9A 5K3, or if you would prefer automatic 
withdrawal you will find a form on the Donate page of our new Website:  http://www.covenantteacherscollege.com/donate.html.   
We thank you for your generosity, and pray the Lord will bless you in 2017. 
 

VOICE OF THE CHURCH 
Voice of the Church is a media outreach program of the Canadian Reformed Churches. 
MP3 audio files of Voice of the Church meditations are available for listening (streaming) and/or downloading 
at www.voiceofthechurch.org as well as www.sermonaudio.com/votc.  
The following are the messages for December:  
1.      Rev. Chris Bosch: Preparation for Christ’s Coming         
2.      Rev. Carl Van Dam: The Sign of the Birth of Immanuel    
3.      Rev. Carl Van Dam: For unto Us a Child Is Born                  
4.      Rev. Chris Bosch: Christmas Light       
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BARRHEAD NEWS 
barrheadcanrc.ca 

TO AND FROM THE CONGREGATION 
Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Skye Vegter as her health situation has not yet improved. However there are some 
positive signals. A pediatrician has suggested that the pain and difficulty has been triggered by a blockage in the digestive system. 
There also appears to be some progress towards having a scope scheduled soon. We pray that the Lord will, through his chosen 
means, provide sure answers and a sure remedy. Until then our prayer is that the Lord will grant much patience and endurance for 
Skye and her family to rely on him through this time.   
On the 17th of this month, our sr. Tena Wierenga may celebrate her birthday. We extend our congratulations to you on this 
occasion and wish you an enjoyable day of celebration with your loved ones, giving thanks to the Father who has given every 
blessing and gift of grace.  
Tonight a Christmas sing-a-long has been organized where we may as a congregation take part in celebrating the birth of our 
Saviour, who came into this world as a baby born in Bethlehem in fulfilment of God’s great promises of old. On behalf of everyone, 
I may express a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to all who had a hand in arranging or participating in this evening in one way or another. May 
God be glorified by the praises of his people!  
As we look ahead to the new year which is approaching quickly, it is a fitting time to touch on some devotional materials which can 
be recommended for personal and/or family devotions in the new year (not to replace but to supplement reading the Bible). I begin 
by mentioning that many in the congregation have been receiving the Nearer To God series of devotionals with great satisfaction. 
Other devotionals to consider include Rev. Peter Feenstra’s Unseen Footprints and Paul David Tripp’s New Morning Mercies. 
Each of these can be profitable and understandable from later-elementary-age upwards. For early-to-mid-elementary age, a 
suitable resource to recommend is the series of books authored by Sally Michael (particularly “God’s Battle,” “God’s Providence,” 
and “God’s Promises”). These books are great for teaching biblical doctrine to children in simple and memorable ways, 
emphasizing the sovereign grace of God in salvation. The only caution to mention is what I perceived to be a slight imbalance 
toward issuing a call to faith over against reminding children of their covenant privilege. The two must of course go hand-in-hand 
and deserve equal emphasis. Finally, for parents searching for a good children’s story Bible geared  
for those aged 2-4 roughly, a new book was recently released titled “Teach Them Your Way, O LORD”. It is excellent! Having 
been reading from this book around our table we can attest to the quality of this work – well-written and artistically crafted by some 
of our very own fellow Canadian Reformed members out east (Amanda DeBoer and Harold Sikkema & Jasmine Togeretz, 
respectively). You can also find a positive review of this book in the most recent Clarion magazine by Dr. J. VanVliet of our 
seminary in Hamilton. Hope these recommendations serve to promote the healthy, life-sustaining practice of devouring the 
spiritual food of God’s Word, which is no less important than the daily food we never forget.   
With that, we wrap up another pastoral column. May God bless this day of worship and fellowship as we lift up our hearts on high 
to heaven where Christ has gone to rule over all things as our great and glorious King.  
CVL  
 

BARRHEAD PREACHING SCHEDULE  
December 11 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 11 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 18 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 18 PM – Rev. G. Veurink  
 

BARRHEAD SCHEDULED COLLECTIONS  
December 11 & 18: Mission Prince George December 25: Pro-life January: Needy  
 

FROM THE DEACONS  
On November 20 and 27 we collected for CRWRF Haiti relief crisis.  We thank our Heavenly Father for working in us the gift of 
giving.  We have collected $3339.00 toward Haiti relief.  It is wonderful to see that as a congregation we may, with thankfulness, 
help God's children around the world. Let us continue to keep the people of Haiti in our thoughts and prayers.  
 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION:  
The Catechism classes will continue on Tuesday evening. Classes 1 & 2 will meet from 7:30-8:30pm. Class 3 will meet from 8:30-
9:30pm. The Pre-confession class will meet from 7:30-8:30pm in the Consistory room; open to any and all. Reminder: All students 
are expected to come prepared with a Bible, Book of Praise, binder and a writing utensil.  
 

HOST FAMILY  
This week’s host family is Kurtis & Helena Olthuis  
December 18 Alan & Fay Mul  
December 25 Folkert & Fran Miedema  
 



CONTRIBUTIONS REMINDER: 
For those who do their contributions online, please remember to allow time when making December contributions to be 
transferred to the church account.  Any contributions done at the very end of the month will not show up until the January 
statement. Barrhead CofA 
 

CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG (IN PLACE OF OUR REGULAR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM) 
Mark it on your calendar, DECEMBER 11 beginning at 7:00 PM we will be having a Christmas sing-a-long to celebrate the birth of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! The evening of singing and praising God with music will be followed by fellowship over 
coffee&dessert. If you are coming please bring along a dessert or baking to share with everyone. Thank you!  
We would like to encourage you to share your gifts and talents in music for the prelude of the evening. Please contact Jolene 
Vanderlinde at 780-284-2964. The children will continue practicing music between services each Sunday up till and including the 
day of the program.  
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT  
All ladies (16+) are invited to come out to the church on Thursday, Dec 15th, at 8:00pm for a fun evening of fellowship. We will be 
enjoying some games, great food and an opportunity to get to know each other better. There will be a collection box for toques, 
scarves, and mittens for FCSS if you would like to make a donation.  Also we ask that you bring your favorite appetizer or snack to 
share for the evening. Looking forward to seeing you all.  
 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY 
Once again the Young People's Society would like to offer their services to the elderly of the congregation. If you are in need of 
help around your home or with yard work the young peoples are more than willing to lend a helping hand. The contact people for 
those in need of help are Jeremy Hoeksema at 780-284-2343 and Nicholas Vogelzang at 780-674-7291.  
 

NEERLANDIA NEWS 
BABY SHOWER 
All ladies please join us to celebrate and give thanks to God for little Grace Wilma, daughter of Phil and Nicole VanLeeuwen. The 
shower will be held on Monday December 12, D.V., at 8 p.m. in the chuch basement. Hope to see you all then!! 
 

WOMEN’S SOCIETY 
Our next meeting will be at Ruby Knol’s house on Wednesday, December 14, 2016. If you would like to carpool please be at the 
parking lot of the Canadian Reformed Church of Neerlandia at 7:30. The meeting will start at 8:00. We are to study chapter 19 of 
the book Messiah, the Holy One of God - Christ and the Triumph of His Messianic Kingdom, pages 233-241.   
Baking and Prayer – Theresa Janssen 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
We hope to have our carolling evening D.V on Sat, Dec 17 at 7:00 in Neerlandia Church Building.  Please dress warm for the 
forecast is cold.  After carolling, we plan to warm up with hot chocolate and treats in the church basement.  We hope to have a $5 
gift exchange, so if you'd like to participate, bring a gift for either boy or girl.  Any parent who would like to join us through the 
carolling we encourage you to stay.  

SENIOR AND WOMEN SOCIETY LUNCHEON 
Mark your calendar for Dec. 20th.  All women, young and old, are asked to come join the seniors at a luncheon.  This will be held 
in the church on Tues. Dec. 20.  Coffee is on by 9:45 and the program should start at 10.  More info to follow! 
Tuesday, Thursday morning Bible Study 
 

NEERLANDIA SOUTH 
FOR AND FROM THE FLOCK 
This past week we had an introduction to some real winter temperatures.  The addition of the wind certainly gives the cold 
temperatures an extra bite. What a blessing it is that we all have warm clothes and warm houses to live in. I sometimes have to 
think about the early pioneers and the conditions they had to endure; coming to church in an open sleigh and having to go home 
again the same way. We are so blessed! Let us remember to thank our heavenly Father for His care over us and the prosperity 
that we may enjoy.  
We are happy to pass on the good news regarding Sr. Lies Hamoen's surgery. The operation to repair a leaking heart valve was a 
success. For this we give thanks to God! We wish our sister a good recovery so that in due time she may be able to return home. 
Open heart surgery is no small thing, so a full recovery may take some time. May God give all those involved in her care, strength 
for the task at hand. Please remember our sister in your prayers and maybe pay her a visit when she feels up to it.  

tel:780-284-2964
tel:780-284-2343
tel:780-674-7291


This coming Tuesday, Br. and Sr. Bart and Anita Bikker will celebrate their twenty fifth wedding anniversary, D.V. We congratulate 
them on this milestone and hope that God may grant them many more years together. We wish them all the best as they celebrate 
with family and friends. On the subject of anniversaries, we also extend our congratulations to Br. and Sr. Reinder and Tineke 
Steenbergen as they commemorate their forty eighth wedding anniversary on Tuesday as well, D.V. We pray for the Lord to 
continue to be with them and provide for all their needs, as they enjoy the twilight years together as husband and wife.  
This morning we were able to witness the baptism of our congregation’s youngest member, Markus Jacob Viersen. We pray that 
Markus may take hold of Gods promises for him and that he may grow in faith and love for his God and Saviour.  
Our services today will be led by Reverend Pontier and Br. Jerold VanAsssen. May God strengthen them for their task and may 
He grant us open and receptive hearts for His word.  
Have a blessed Sunday  
JF  
 

PREACHING ARRANGEMENTS  
December 11 am Rev. R. Pontier; pm Reading  
December 18 am & pm  Rev. J. VanSpronsen  
December 25 am & pm  Rev. R. Pontier  
 

SHORT REPORT OF CONSISTORY MEETING NOVEMBER 28, 2016   
Our chairman requests that we sing Psalm 80:1 and 8, and reads Ecclesiastes 6, then leads in prayer. All are welcomed. The 
minutes of the October 24 meeting are signed and adopted.   
Incoming mail:   
* Baptismal statistic received for Henkjan Rook.  
* Barrhead Can. R. C. re classis convening December 6, 2016.   
There is no outgoing mail.  
Agenda is adopted.   
The brothers report on the visits made since the last meeting as well as visits to catechism classes. Home visits are also reported 
on.   
Matters of supervision and discipline as well as church attendance are reviewed.   
Delegates were chosen for classis.  
Lord Supper attendance was also discussed.  
Memberships – Henkjan Rook requests membership to the Neerlandia South congregation.  
The date for the next meeting is set for December 19, 2016.   
Brother A Viersen closes in prayer.   
   

FROM THE DEACONS  
The special collections for the month of December will be for Asia Mission, in support of the work of Rev. D and others who work 
among the Chinese people in the Greater Vancouver area and abroad. The Chinese Reformed Church (www.ccifellowship.com) 
meets Sunday afternoons in Cloverdale for church services in Mandarin. Much work has been done over the years translating 
creeds, confessions, a Bible course, and many other study resources into Mandarin to be available online. Please remember the 
needs of Rev. Dong and others involved in this ministry in your prayers and in your giving.  
 

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF ADMINISTRATION  
We are into our last month of the year 2016 and so we want to give an update on the financials. As of the end of November we 
hold a shortfall of 26% of our $160 PCM Budget. December 25th will be the last day you are able to 'drop' your cheque into the 
South box. Please note that any cheques after that date will be applied to the 2017 year.  
Hopefully this month we will also have ALL banks ready to go with online banking. I know it has been taking FOREVER and we 
thank you for your patience. Please refrain from using online banking until the New Year, even if you see that your bank is 
available for online. You will be receiving a new member number and envelopes in January, so your number that you have now 
will be voided.  
 

CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG AND FELLOWSHIP EVENING  
Bring your family to a Christmas Evensong. Enjoy singing some of the classic songs surrounding Christ's birth, and an evening of 
socializing. We will be gathering in the Canadian Reformed Church of Neerlandia at 7:30pm on Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016.  
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
We will begin our meeting at 8:00 on Dec 14.  Study will be chapter 4 from the book "Leadership for Growing Churches" C 
Bouwman.   Leader will be Mike K.  Looking forward to seeing all those willing to study and discuss Gods Word.  
 



THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
Our next meeting will be held on December 15th, D.V.! We will be studying chapter 10 which deals with Titus 2:11-15! Coffee is on 
for 9:45 and the meeting to begin at 10!  
Leader: Mrs F. Viersen  Baking/Prayer:  Jolene B  Babysitter: Jennifer O  
This will be our last meeting before the holidays and thus we will be deciding on a new book to study, so please come to the 
meeting with a suggestion! Note for the preschool children: keep practicing your songs for the senior lunch that is coming up!  
  

YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIETY  
Our next meeting will be held at Wyat and Tristan Jissink’s place at 8 pm on Dec. 18, 2016 D.V. Wyat Jissink will open this 
meeting. We are studying Chap. 5 of The Pursuit of Holiness. Please read Romans 6 for pre-study. Also, all are encouraged to 
attend the sing-a-long at the church on Dec. 11. The cost for the study book is $16 and dues for this year are $20 which can both 
be paid to Julian Hooimeyer. Contact Jos Bikker @ 780-206-0104 or Jamie Barendregt @ 780-674-0098 if you have any 
questions.   
 

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  
We hope to meet, D.V., on Sunday Dec. 18th at the home of Kevin and Christina VanderZyl. We will be considering outline 6 from 
"The Words of the Divine Great King" by G. VanRongen -- Deuteronomy 12 and 13. Everyone is welcome. 
 

SERVICE COMMITTEE  
To all seniors or disabled members of our congregation: We, as Young Peoples Society, continue to offer our services with chores 
in and around your home. To make arrangements please call Jos B. @ 780-206-0104 or Jamie T. @ 780-305-1440. We would 
love to help you!  
 

HOST FAMILY  
December 11 Henry & Katrina Barendregt  
December 18 Bart & Anita Bikker  
December 25 Fred & Jane Breukelman  
January 1 Gerry & Karen Breukelman  
 

BABYSITTING LIST  
December 11 AM – Rianne V, Cara D, Gelsey B  PM – Arlene V, Becky F  
December 18 AM – Sarah VR, Marina H, Iris B  PM – Jocelyn VL, Jayda B  
December 25 AM – Marcia VG, Jantiena H, Savannah J  PM – Christina VDZ, Christiena H, Bethany VA  
January 1      AM -- Jodi VA, Saralyn VA, Dana J  PM -- Debbie VA, Brooklyn S  
 

NEERLANDIA NORTH 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
I am writing this congregational news from Southern Alberta, where the weather is no different than Neerlandia. Apparently the 
birds go a little further south for winter yet . It is clear that winter has definitely set in around the province. Seeing the beautiful 
white sheet of snow on the ground reminds us of how clean we have been made in the sight of God by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
This is also what we have the opportunity to hear once again through the preaching of God’s word today. Thank you to Brothers 
Ken and Adrian Hamoen for leading the worship services. May the Lord be pleased to bless the proclamation and hearing of the 
gospel!  
The surgery for Sr. Lies Hamoen this past Monday went well and we are thankful to God for this. May our Heavenly Father 
continue to grant restoration of health and strength to our sister! It is amazing to see what the medical profession is capable of 
doing but we recognize that ultimately it is the Lord who gives both the strength and wisdom to those working in this field.   
At our Council meeting this past Monday, we decided that we would not be having a New Years Eve worship service this year. 
One reason for this is because New Years Day falls on a Sunday. The Lord willing, the New Year will be addressed in the morning 
worship service so we will not be ignoring the transition from 2016 to 2017.   
At this same meeting we also began discussing the Acts of Synod Dunnville 2016. As promised earlier, I’d like to give you some of 
the highlights of the first four days of this Synod. Many of the decisions that were made focused on our relationship with other 
churches. Synod decided that our relationship with the churches in New Zealand, South Africa, and both federations in Scotland, 
along with the OPC and RCUS will continue, as well as our relationship with the churches in Australia. Concerning the Australians, 
we were also informed that they are preparing to put together an Australian version of the Book of Praise, as well as thinking 
about whether or not to start up their own Theological College. It is certainly a reason for thankfulness to see how the Lord is 
working in our sister churches around the world! May we continue to be a source of encouragement to them and they to us! There 
will be more about our discussion of the Acts next time, DV.  
May the Lord bless our worship today and also watch over us in the week ahead! GeV  



PREACHING SCHEDULE  
December 11  AM: Reading: Br. K. Hamoen   PM: Reading: Br. A. Hamoen  
December 18  AM: Rev. G. Veurink  PM: Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
   

HOST FAMILY 
December 11 Piet & Grace VanDasselaar 
December 18 Brad & Cynthia VanDasselaar 
December 25 Cor & Jannie VandeKamp 
 

YOUNG PEOPLES 
Our next meeting will be held at Esther Van Assen's on December 18 @8:00 D.V. As we continue studying Proverbs we will be 
looking at chapter 4. Please prestudy.  Jeremy Peters will be opening. Please also pay your dues of $20 as well as the $25 for the 
book to Randy Steenbergen ASAP. If you have an questions or concerns please contact Nelson Wierenga @780-305-5099 or 
Andrew Schouten @1-780-305-8914. Hope to see you all there. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 13, 2016. Coffee will be ready at 9:45 and our meeting will start at 10:00. We will 
be studying from the book "Leadership for Growing Churches" by Rev. Bouwman. This week we will focus on discussing the rest 
of Ch. 8 "Younger Men" and continue on to Ch. 9 "Slaves". Leader: Cynthia Babysitters: Francine, Judith (helper: 
Leanne) Baking/Prayer: Benita Kids Baking: Kathy. It is also a good time to start thinking about a book to discuss when we are 
done this one, so come with some ideas.  Hope to see you there!  
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STORY HOUR 
Please have the children  learn Hy 21:1+6  ,Hy 7 and Praise Him,Praise Him,all Ye Little Children for the seniors lunch. 
Thank-you Alice K. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
We will be meeting this coming Saturday the 17

th
. We will be studying Chapter 4 of the book “Leadership for growing churches” if 

we finish early we will move on to Chapter 5. Ben Breukelman is leading. Hope to see you there! 
 

SERVICE COMMITTEE  
We as Young Peoples would love to help any of the seniors or disabled members who need a helping hand. To make 
arrangements please call Brett Hamoen @ 780-284-0163 or Hinne Janssen @ 780-284-0364 We would love to help!  
 

BABYSITTING 
Dec 11  AM Margaret VA, Nicole VA, Alexa S, Kira D 

PM Sarah VA, Laura VB, Sienna P  
Dec 18   AM Cynthia V, Jannie VK, Colette D, Averi A 

PM Dawna VD, Angela VL, Trinity T  
 


