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GENERAL NEWS 
ROLLING CALENDAR 
General
December 21 Children of Asaph Concert 
Barrhead       Neerlandia 
December 13 Christmas program    December 15 Senior’s Lunch 
January 9 Grand Opening Program    December 20 Kier Care and Hillcrest Services 
 

NEW ADDRESS 
Rev. J Louwerse 
50 East 13 Street 
Hamilton, On 
L9A 3Z3 
 

CHILDREN OF ASAPH CONCERT  
Everyone is cordially invited to join the Children’s Choir and the Men’s Choir for a concert of Christmas Music and audience 
singing. Please mark Monday, DECEMBER 21

st
  on your calendars and join us in the CANDADIAN REFORMED CHURCH at 8 

o’clock DV as we remember the gift of God’s Son coming to earth to redeem His people. TJ 
 

APPLE PIES 
The ladies have been busy making apple pies and we have some left to sell.  They are $7 each and are available now.  Please 
call Hetty [8801] if you are interested in buying some.  Thank you. 
 

COVENANT CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS COLLEGE UPDATE & REQUEST FOR 
SUPPORT 
This past fall, the CCRTC opened its doors to 18 enthusiastic students.  We give thanks once again that the Lord has blessed our 
school community!  As the 2015 calendar year draws to a close, you are respectfully asked to remember the work of training 
Reformed teachers in your year-end giving.  We are aware of the fact that without the prayerful and financial support of all of you, 
the College could not continue to provide a supply of Reformed teachers for our schools throughout North America and abroad.   
The suggested donation for this year is $480, but any amount is gratefully accepted.  Donations are not only needed to help cover 
this year’s budgeted expenses but also to develop the NEW “Certificate of Reformed Education Program” for practicing teachers, 
and our continual move to Accreditation. Please send your cheques to Covenant CRTC, 410 Crerar Drive, HAMILTON, ON L9A 
5K3, or if you would prefer automatic withdrawal you will find a form on the Donate page of our new 
Website:  http://www.covenantteacherscollege.com/donate.html 
We thank you for your generosity, and pray the Lord will bless you in 2016. 
 

BARRHEAD NEWS 
TO AND FROM THE CONGREGATION 

As we approach Christmas and as we are bombarded with the conflicting messages the world sends concerning this 
occasion (of Santa Claus, shopping, presents, etc), let us remember that the real reason for the season is that our God has 
graciously given a Saviour who took on human flesh in order to save us, a people who walked in the darkness of sin and misery. 
May we give glory to God in the highest for the peace and great comfort He has given to man through his Son, also as we 
celebrate Christ’s birth in our church’s Christmas program to be held this evening.  

Last week Sunday morning the Lord called home to himself the mother of Br. Ken Koopmans. Ken and Linda had 
recently been to visit the Bulkley Valley in B.C. to see her while she was yet alive. Shortly upon having left from there they were 
informed of the news of her passing and returned there once again, this time for her funeral (which took place this past Friday). 
How wise and unfathomable is the Lord’s providence and timing! We pray that the Koopmans family, and all those closely 
affected, may be comforted by the hope of the gospel of Jesus Christ, a hope that Ken’s mother knew personally (as Linda 
informed me): “She ran the race, her body, the earthly tent, gave way to her victory in Christ. She now wears the crown of those 
He calls His own.” May the aim of each of us be the same! 

Br. Rick Hofsink was recently informed that his mother in the Netherlands was diagnosed with breast cancer. We entrust 
her life into the care of the Lord who is all-wise, all-knowing and all-powerful and we pray that the Lord will work in her situation 
through the treatments she may receive. May the Lord graciously uphold the Hofsink family during this trying time. 
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This week Thursday, the Lord-willing, our Sr. Tena Wierenga will celebrate another year given to her from the Lord’s 
gracious hand. We thank the Lord for all He has given to you in your life and in the past year. May the Lord continue to guide and 
protect you in the year to come! 

If all went according to plan, our Sr. Arlene Zuidema would have received her hip surgery this past week, and if all went 
well she may be home by now already. We pray that the surgery will have the intended effect and that the recovery may go 
smoothly for our sister. 

For some time now Bev Morrow has been attending our worship services. Some of us may be better acquainted with her 
than others, and yet we altogether are thankful to have her in our midst as a regular visitor. We are happy that Bev has expressed 
how welcome she has felt to worship with us, but more importantly that she has felt fed through the preaching of God’s Word. May 
the Spirit continue to work mightily among us so that each of us may be powerfully impacted by the gospel of grace! 

On the day of writing this column (Thursday), we can be thankful for the news that religious freedom in this country 
has won another victory. On this day the BC Supreme Court ruled in favour of Trinity Western University, a Christian-based 
university located in Langley, BC which is proposing to set up a Christian law school. The BC Law Society had revoked 
accreditation for this law school based on the Christian code of ethics to which TWU subscribes. In the words of ARPA, “This case 
is ultimately about the freedom for Christians to be able to govern ourselves by a biblical standard of holiness and still be able to 
take part in society. If TWU can’t graduate recognized lawyers, it is not a leap of logic to make a similar case against recognizing 
graduates of your local Christian high school.” May we give thanks to God for this decision, even if it is not the end of the road for 
this particular matter (which will likely wind up in the Supreme Court of Canada). May we also continue to remember this matter in 
prayer along with similar cases where religious freedom is at risk. 

As we near the end of the calendar year, it is a fitting time to provide you with a good daily-devotional recommendation. 
Last year I recommended Unseen Footprints by Rev. Peter Feenstra. This year, a devotional of similar high quality I would highly 
recommend is New Morning Mercies by Paul David Tripp. If you are searching for a new devotional to read in the coming year, 
both of these books would be worthy choices. I don’t know which particular bookstores carry these titles, but if you shop online 
through Amazon, you will find these titles there. 

As I am in Edmonton-Immanuel CanRC today, we welcome Candidate Gerard Veurink to our pulpit to lead our worship 
services. May the Lord bless the reading and proclamation of his Word by his servants all across this continent and throughout the 
world! 
CVL 
 

BARRHEAD PREACHING SCHEDULE 
December 13 AM – Candidate Gerard Veurink  
December 13 PM – Candidate Gerard Veurink 
December 20 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
December 20 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde 
 

BARRHEAD SCHEDULED COLLECTIONS 

December: M.E.R.F. 
December 25 & 31: Pembina Pro-Life 
 

CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 
Reminder for all: please come prepared with a Bible, Book of Praise, binder and a writing utensil. 
Class One:  
Class Two: Students will have a major test covering the material to date next week.  A note about what will be on the test was 
given to the students last week.  Please ensure your son/daughter adequately prepares for this test.  Thank you in advance for 
your cooperation.  JM 
Class Three: For our next class, remember to review the questions at the end of your Lesson 13 worksheet. If you are unable to 
make it to class, please be courteous and inform me. Thank you. CVL 
Pre-confession/Post-confession class: Meets weekly at the manse on Wednesday at 8pm – taught by Rev. Vanderlinde. Hope to 
see many of you come out again this week as we continue our study through the Belgic Confession. If you are unable to make it to 
class, please be courteous and inform me. Thank you. CVL 
 

HOST FAMILY 
This week’s host family is the James & Heather Aasman family. 
December 20 – Ken & Linda Koopmans family. 
December 27 – Rev. Calvin & Jolene Vanderlinde family. 
January 3 Shawn & Meaghan Kobes 
January 10 James & Renee Kobes 
January 17 Herb & Sandy Kobes 
January 24 Marvin & Stephanie Jissink 
January 31 Jelte & Irene Jagersma 
 



NOTE FROM C OF A 
Budget Envelopes – There has been a change in the decision regarding the envelopes . Unlike last 
weeks announcement stated,we will be using them. Thank-you  
 

CHURCH LIFE 

The Christmas program is scheduled for December 13th at 7pm in our church building. If you have any Christ-centred 
submissions please contact Jolene Vanderlinde to have them added to the program. We are also asking for any of our musically 
talented youth to provide the pre-program music, so let us know if you'd like to play! 
 

YOUNG PEOPLES BIBLE STUDY 
We will be meeting December 13in the church building after the second service. Our study will be on "Blessed are those who 
Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness" from the "Living the Faith" study guide by Rev. R. J. Sikkema. Photocopies are available at 
the back of the church today.  
 

BABYSITTING 
Dec 13  AM (INF) Kim M, Helena O, Amber V (TOD) Alicia S, Christine V, Bethany V 
  PM Jessica P, Val V, Ashley W 
Dec 20  AM (INF) Marcella V, Sherry V, Sydney W (TOD) Berdien V, Amy H, Morgan W 
  PM Barb V, Heather A, Berenda H 
 

NEERLANDIA NEWS 
FOR AND FROM THE FLOCK  

Another week has come and gone and the winter weather has given us some frosty beauty. The Lord’s amazing hand in 
the fine details of the hoar frost on the trees and all around, has us stand in awe of the great Creator of the heavens and the earth! 
What an amazing comfort this gives us, His children. Knowing His eye is on these fine details of His creation, how much more is 
He caring for us, His children? We truly are a blessed people!  

“Does the rain have a father? Who fathers the drops of dew? From whose womb comes the ice? Who gives birth to the 
frost from the heavens when the waters become hard as stone, when the surface of the deep is frozen?” Job 38:28-30 

This past week, Wes and Angela VanLaar were blessed with the birth of a healthy baby boy! They’ve named him Kale 
Owen. We pray that the Lord will bless you as you raise your boys to know and love their Lord and Saviour. We look forward to 
when you will bring Kale to receive the sign and seal of baptism. May we all be comforted in the covenant promises of our faithful 
Father. 

Today we will witness the installation of a new elder, Br. Brad VanDasselaar. We pray the Lord will bless you in this task, 
Brad, and know He will supply you with the strength and courage you will need. May we encourage this brother in his task and 
remember to bring all the members of council before the throne of our heavenly Father. We pray that they will be blessed by our 
heavenly Father, as ambassadors of Christ, working to serve the Lord and His people.   

On Saturday, our brother John VanAssen will celebrate his 82
nd

 birthday! What a blessed milestone! While there have 
been health concerns, you have been relatively well this year and even able to swing the clubs again this past summer! We 
rejoice with you and wish you a wonderful time of celebration with family and friends. 

This past Friday evening we could enjoy a beautiful performance by the Rejoicing Voices choir, singing praises to our 
Lord and Saviour. At this time of year, we remember the birth of Jesus into this sinful world. How He became like us, to take our 
sin and shame, and give us new life in His Name! All praise be to our gracious King!  

The council wishes to thank the membership for the good turn out and the words of encouragement expressed regarding 
the proposal presented at the last congregational meeting. May we be blessed with unity and peace as we come to decisions 
dealing with the blessing of church growth! 

In church news, Br. Tim Schouten and Br. Steve VanLeeuwen have sustained their examinations and are now eligible for 
call.  

This morning we welcome Rev. Pontier and we thank you for leading the worship service for us. Br. Ard Doornbos will 
lead this afternoon. May we have a blessed day of worship! 
 

PREACHING ARRANGEMENTS 
December 13  AM Rev. R. Pontier - installation of elder 
   PM Reading 
 

HOME MISSION COMMITTEE 
We have rescheduled our turn to host the services to Sunday, Dec 20, 6:30 at the Kier Care and 7:15 at Hill Crest. Please come 
out and join our elderly as we listen to short meditation on God’s Word and join in singing with them.  They really enjoy seeing us 
there. 



Please put these dates on your calendar for 2016, March 20, June 19, Sept 11 and Dec 4 
Thanks for the support. 
KK 

     

FROM THE C OF A 
Our year is quickly coming to a close.  With much thankfulness we see Gods goodness given to each and everyone of us.  He has 
blessed us richly with Church, family and friends.  May we never lose sight of what He gives to us each and everyday.  With those 
blessings, also monetary, may we remember to give back to Him, our Ultimate Provider.   
A reminder to all: Our last C of A meeting will be held on December 29, 2015.  Please submit donations prior to this date. 
Donations after this date will be put into the 2016 year. This gives every communicant member time to donate so we are able to 
meet our Budget for the year 2015. 
  

CHURCH WEBSITE 
We would like to remind everyone that the website is available for use. Some have taken part in the live sermons from the site, but 
we would also like to see it get used to its fullest. We are asking if all societies could please submit the names of all people 
holding positions in the societies, ie. Presidents, main contacts, etc., and any information that should go along with that. This 
information can be forwarded to societiesneercanrc@gmail.com. 
We’d would like to get everyone involved with updates for placement on the calendar, or updates to church information. Any 
information that you would like placed on the calendar or any pictures and information updates should be forwarded to 
neercanrc@gmail.com. 
Take a look at the website and let us know what you think! We need input and updates to make it work best for everyone.  
Thanks, The Evangelism Committee. 
 

CHRISTMAS SENIOR’S LUNCH 

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study and Preschool Children invite the seniors and women of the congregation to attend a Christmas 
Program and Lunch in the Canadian Reformed Church Basement in Neerlandia on Tuesday, December 15, 2015.  Coffee is on at 
9:45am.  Program starts at 10:00am.  Ladies, we ask if you could please bring along a dozen baking if you plan to attend.  Thank 
you. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
We will have our caroling evening next Sunday DV, Dec 13th from 7:30 to 9:00.  Please take along warm clothes, a voice ready to 
sing and a snack for afterward.  Parents are invited and encouraged to join us.  CK 

 

YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIETY 
We have begun the study of the book Respectable Sins by Jerry Bridges. Read and study Chapters 7 and 10 before the next 

meeting. Please do the For Personal Study questions on pages 34-36. This pre-study is really beneficial when it comes to further 

discussions at our meetings, so please do so! Our next meeting will be held at Dyllan’s place at 8:00 pm on December 20, 2015 

D.V. Pieter Steenbergen will be opening this meeting. A reminder: the dues for this year are $20 and are to be paid to our 

previous treasurer, Caleb Kos, as soon as possible. The cost for the study book (including the textbook) for this year is $32. This 

must be paid when you receive your books. Our two new presidents were decided at the first meeting: Levi Wierenga @ 780-284-

3739 and Pieter Steenbergen @ 780-284-4060. Feel free to contact them if you have any questions. SVA 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesday Morning Story Hour 
Would the Moms please help the children learn Hymn 21:1 and 6, and Hymn 7. They need to know these songs for the senior's 
lunch. 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEN’S SOCIETY 
Next Men’s Society meeting will be Wednesday Dec 16 and we will be studying Acts 6.  Our last meeting was better attended but 
in our size of congregation we should have more than 9 members attending.  Let us continue to come together to study Gods 
word and be a hand and foot to each other. 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN'S BIBLE STUDY 
Our next bible study session will take place on December 19th @ 8am in the church basement. We will be studying and focusing 
on the letter to the Hebrews chapter 4. We have been experiencing a poor turnout to our meetings. Examine the reasons you are 
not attending and perhaps take the opportunity that is presented to meditate and discuss God's Word. Our God is worthy of our 
praise and dedication. Also, a reminder that the dues are $20 and will cover the cost of the ham and eggs provided for breakfast. 
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SUNDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
Our next meeting is scheduled for December 13th at the home of Jason and Alanna Werkman at 8pm. We are studying 2 
Corinthians 6 (outline 8 in the book) 
 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

To all seniors or disabled members of our congregation: We as Young Peoples Society continue to offer our services with chores 
in and around your home. To make arrangements please call Nelson W. @ 780-305-5099 or Kurt V. @ 780-206-6604. We would 
love to help you! 
 

HOST FAMILY 
Dec 13 Trevor & Michelle Peters 
Dec 20 Nathan & Karen Schouten 
Dec 27 Richard & Francine Schouten 
 

BABYSITTNG 
Toy Cleaning for December 14: Bec P, Christina P, Debra P 

Dec 13  AM Up – Bethany VA, Jodi VA, Daphne VZ Down – Debbie VA, Margaret VA, Christiena H 
PM Up – Nicole VA, Vonessa VA, Saralynn VA Down – Sharon VA, Leanne W 

Dec 20   AM Up – Laura VB, Shelley VB, Meaghan H, Maddisson H Down – Jannie VK, Cindy VR, Maria J, Rolynn B 
PM Up – Christina VZ, Marcia VG, Ally VB Down – Dawna VD, Jewel B 


