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GENERAL NEWS 
ROLLING CALENDAR 
General
Barrhead       Neerlandia 
January 9 Grand Opening Program     
 

CHANGE OF PHONE NUMBER 
New contact info for the Vandermoorens: 
Ryan cell (780) 562-0089 - no longer available 
House phone (780) 674-4911 
Cell.               (780) 305-4339 
 

NEW ADDRESS 
Ed & Elaine Aikema 
4902-61 St  Barrhead, AB  T7N 0A2.   
 

COVENANT CANADIAN REFORMED TEACHERS COLLEGE UPDATE & REQUEST FOR 
SUPPORT 
This past fall, the CCRTC opened its doors to 18 enthusiastic students.  We give thanks once again that the Lord has blessed our 
school community!  As the 2015 calendar year draws to a close, you are respectfully asked to remember the work of training 
Reformed teachers in your year-end giving.  We are aware of the fact that without the prayerful and financial support of all of you, 
the College could not continue to provide a supply of Reformed teachers for our schools throughout North America and abroad.   
The suggested donation for this year is $480, but any amount is gratefully accepted.  Donations are not only needed to help cover 
this year’s budgeted expenses but also to develop the NEW “Certificate of Reformed Education Program” for practicing teachers, 
and our continual move to Accreditation. Please send your cheques to Covenant CRTC, 410 Crerar Drive, HAMILTON, ON L9A 
5K3, or if you would prefer automatic withdrawal you will find a form on the Donate page of our new 
Website:  http://www.covenantteacherscollege.com/donate.html 
We thank you for your generosity, and pray the Lord will bless you in 2016. 
 

NEWLY PUBLISHED BOOK 
The Inter-League Publication Board (ILPB) is pleased to announce another newly published book. "Daniel – Prophecies of the 
Coming Kingdom" by Rev. Anthon Souman. At the court of the Babylonian king, there is a battle going on between the kingdom of 
Satan and the kingdom of God. What happened at the court of Babylon is part of the history of salvation. See how that ancient 
history is the history of salvation, and so also our history. This book contains 12 outlines, each with questions. 89 pages $7.00. 
Also available as an eBook (ePub format). Order online at www.ilpb.ca, contact your local ILPB sales rep for group orders or to 
join the book club. Check out the website for many other Reformed study books as well. 
 

CRTS CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DEADLINE: DECEMBER 31 

The deadline to register for the 6
th
 annual CRTS conference is quickly approaching. This year’s topic is “Preaching the Whole 

Gospel to the Whole Person.” The conference will take place from Thursday evening through Friday, January 14–15 in the 
Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church building, Burlington. The registration fee is $50, or $35 for students. The registration 
deadline is Thursday, December 31. No registration is required if you are only attending the two free evening lectures at 8 p.m. 
each evening. Full details and the registration form can be found on the CRTS website at: www.canadianreformedseminary.ca. 
 

CALLING ALL ABLE HANDED KNITTERS!  
Every year, 100,000 children lose their lives to the injustice of abortion. Yet parliament does its best to ignore these children. Our 
job is to make this injustice visible, to remind our government that these children are not just a statistic. This is why ARPA needs 
YOU to knit at least 1,000 baby booties! Our goal is to give every MP and Senator in Ottawa a pair of baby booties, along with a 
note calling them to think about why these booties aren't being worn. We will then donate all booties to a Crisis Pregnancy Center 
so that they can be used to keep another set of precious little baby feet warm.  
ARPA Neerlandia/Barrhead would like to challenge you to knit as many baby booties as possible. The person who knits the most 
will win a prize! An end date to the competition has not yet been set but we will keep you updated. If you have any questions or 
concerns please call Amanda Harthoorn - 780-294-9344. 
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CRWRF RESPONDS TO FLOODING: 
On December 2nd, the 4

th
 largest city in India (Chennai) experienced the trauma and destruction of severe flooding after a month 

of heavy rainfall which filled homes with 12 feet of water; collapsing walls, destroying property, damaging roads and other 
infrastructure.  As some have read, the Reformed Christians in this area are known through contacts via our seminary.  Ken 
Bergsma and Mark Wanders spent time in the area this summer, visiting the churches and giving catechism instruction to young 
seminary students.  We are responding with an initial transfer of relief funds to Rev. Jacob as he helps the 300 local believers that 
have been affected by the flooding.  Partnering with Help a Child Foundation-India is another avenue of support that we are 
working on as they have a presence in child sponsorship in the area.  We will continue to pray for and support the community as 
they work from relief to rehabilitation and disaster preparedness.  We are not appealing for funds at this time but are accepting 
any donations that you may wish to designate towards this effort.  Please earmark your donation “Chennai India flooding”   Find us 
at www.crwrf.ca or on Facebook. 
 

BARRHEAD NEWS 
TO AND FROM THE CONGREGATION 
Here begins the final pastoral column of the year 2015. Permit me to begin with a shameless plug for Clarion magazine, the 
unofficial magazine for the Canadian Reformed Churches. If you are a subscriber to Clarion (and you should be), then you may 
have read the editorial by Rev. E. Kampen titled “Cultural Clues of Christianity”. In this article Kampen points out that at this time 
of year our culture is confronted with some clues about its mostly-forgotten Christian roots. Christmas and New Year’s provide us 
with occasions (or “cues”) to speak about the gospel with others. When we are asked “How was your Christmas/New Years?” then 
let us not be afraid to seize the moment to speak to others about the wonder and joy of what Christ’s birth means for us. And let 
us also not hesitate to point out that our current system of dating our years is centered around Christ’s birth (BC-era & AD-era) – 
the focal point of history. Christmas reminds us of God’s promise of salvation, and New Year’s reminds us of the threat of 
punishment if we do not believe in Christ in the window of time the Lord has given us. May this food for thought help us in our 
conversations within and outside of our homes and circles at this time of year! 
This past Wednesday the Lord granted a healthy new baby son to br. and sr. Rick and Stephanie DeVink (to add to their other 
two boys). They’ve named him Emmett Gage. He was born by way of c-section but he and his mother have already been able to 
return home. We are thankful to God for making all things well with mother and child and for the blessing God has given to you as 
parents in receiving another child to raise to know and fear and depend upon the Lord. May God strengthen you for that wonderful 
but challenging task. 
Tomorrow our sister Arlene Zuidema may celebrate her birthday, the Lord willing. Although life circumstances are not easy for 
our sister at the moment, yet she remains thankful to her Father in heaven for the number of years He has given her and knows 
that her life is never for a moment outside the reach of his hands. This past week our sister was reminded of this as she was 
brought to a hospital in Edmonton due to having fluid in her lungs. We are thankful she could since return home once again. It is 
our prayer that this setback may also be overcome as her recovery continues. Please continue to remember Arlene in your 
prayers.  
Our eldest sister Fennechien Otten also hopes, the Lord-willing, to celebrate her birthday this week Thursday. Though her 
memory and mental abilities are not what they once were, yet she will warmly greet you with a smile and maybe a word or two in 
Dutch if you grace her with a visit.  
You are all reminded that there will be a special service on New Year’s Eve, this upcoming Thursday evening at 7:30 PM.  
Today we welcome our neighbouring URC minister, Rev. Pontier, to our pulpit to bring us the Word of God in faithfulness and 
truth. Meanwhile I will be leading the services in the URC. We can be thankful for the unity we share between our respective 
churches and federations, and let us not cease to pray that this unity may come to fuller expression in the Lord’s providential 
timing. For a good update on the work and progress being done toward becoming better acquainted with one another, do read the 
Committee for Church Unity report (CCU report) earmarked for General Synod Dunnville 2016. 
With that I may sign off for the final pastoral column of 2015. See you again in 2016. Wishing you all a joyous new year as we 
serve the Lord together in all of our respective tasks and callings within and outside the church. May our worship today serve to 
encourage and challenge us to that end! 
CVL 
 

BARRHEAD PREACHING SCHEDULE 
December 27 AM – Rev. R. Pontier  
December 27 PM – Rev. R. Pontier 
December 31 – 7:30 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde 
January 3 AM – Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar  
January 3 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde 
 

BARRHEAD SCHEDULED COLLECTIONS 

December: M.E.R.F. 
December 31: Pembina Pro-Life 
 

http://www.crwrf.ca/


CATECHISM INSTRUCTION 
Reminder for all: please come prepared with a Bible, Book of Praise, binder and a writing utensil. 
Classes One, Two, & Three: Will meet again on January 5. Have a blessed Christmas and holiday break!  
Pre-confession/Post-confession class: Will meet again on January 6. Have a blessed Christmas and holiday break!  
 

HOST FAMILY 
This week’s host family is Melvin & Jane Hoeksema 
January 3 Shawn & Meaghan Kobes 
January 10 James & Renee Kobes 
January 17 Herb & Sandy Kobes 
January 24 Marvin & Stephanie Jissink 
January 31 Jelte & Irene Jagersma 
 

SHORT REPORT OF THE CONSISTORY MEETING NOVEMBER 16, 2015  
The Chairman, Rev. VanderLinde called the meeting to order, read from Psalm 25:1-15, requested the singing of Psalm 25:2 and 
led in opening prayer. All the brothers were present and welcomed.  
Minutes from the past meeting were not available. 
After some additions the Agenda was adopted. 
Memorabilia: Sr. Kinie Selles is still awaiting knee surgery. Br John Wemekmp received the news that since the tumor has shrunk 
significantly he will no longer need to undergo further treatment at this time. Sr. Arlene Zuidema is awaiting another hip 
replacement surgery at this time. Br. John Jissink was promoted to heavenly glory.  
Mail – Incoming 
A letter was received from Scott Hoople. 
An attestation was received from the Canadian Reformed Church at Neerlandia for sr.  Rachelle Rutlidge. An attestation was 
received from the Canadian Reformed Church at Neerlandia for sr. Nancy Sandink. 
Home visit reports were brought for the families Herb Kobes, Jordan Peters, Stoffer VanderVeen, Brad VanLeeuwen, Albert 
Steenbergen, Bert Steenbergen, George Wemekamp and Rick Jagersma. Reports were also brought for sr. Rikie Feringa and br. 
Jeremy Hoeksema.  
Special visits were reported on. 
Matters of Oversight were dealt with. 
Worship Services 
Preaching arrangements were made for the upcoming Sunday services. 
Ministry: Rev Vanderlinde reported on his activities within and outside of the congregation. 
Catechism: Reports were brought in regards to the catechism classes. 
Young Peoples’ The elders are working closely with the young people to help them get the most out of their meetings. 
Membership Statisitics                               Communicant  194   
              Non Communicant  138 
                                                   Total   332 
Monthly Contributions/First fruits 
The brothers were reminded to encourage the members in their financial stewardship. Being able to make use of the deacons if 
needed is a blessing from the Lord. 
Miscellaneous Matters 
The devotional, Nearer to God, will be ordered by Br. Helmus. 
Federation of Churches 
The next Classis, convened by the church at St. Albert is scheduled for Dec. 8

th
. 

Reports to General Synod 2016 scheduled to be convened in May of 2016 in Dunnville, ON, are available on the Canadian 
Reformed Church website.   
Question period was made use of. The items in the consistory room need to be organised after the move to the new building. 
Further office bearer training for the elders and deacons will be looked into.  
Christian Censure was positively exercised. 
Upcoming Meetings The next council meeting is scheduled for December 7

th
 and the next consistory meeting is scheduled for 

December 14
th
. 

Closing Br Quinton Harthoorn ended the meeting with prayer and the chairman closed the meeting. 
 

CHURCH LIFE 
The church potluck will be held in our church building, January 1 at 12pm. Please bring something to share, and dishes for your 
family. 
The Grand Opening is fast approaching (January 9) and we are looking for submissions for the program. Please forward any 
information to Jessica Wiersema at jessdave@telus.net 



CHOIR PRACTICE  
Please join us on January 2, (Saturday) at 8 p.m., and (Tuesday) January 5 at 7:45  to practice songs for our church program on 
Jan 9.  Please do your best to attend these two times. We would like to have a few more voices so please come out and   join us! 
Contact Alja if you have any questions! 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
This is a message to all Youth Group age parents: We would like to get youth group started!! We know that it is late in starting but 
we would like to get it going. We are asking that all parents meet with the leaders after the second service to discuss topics for the 
year. If you have any questions or comments please talk to James & BJ vanden Hoven, or Marcel & Jessica Peters. 
 

BABYSITTING 
Dec 27  AM (INF) Anita V, Miranda L, Mckenna W (TOD)  Darlene S, Claudia W, Dakota T 

  PM Regina W, Tania B, Missy P 

Jan 3  AM (INF) Jessica W, BJ V, Keri B (TOD) Jane H, Irene J, Chelsea V 

  PM Meaghan K, Leanne L, Renee V 

NEERLANDIA NEWS 
FOR AND FROM THE FLOCK  
When you read this, Christmas has come and gone and we could celebrate the birth of our Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. What a special day this is for God’s people. We remember that He came, not only to be remembered as a baby, but also 
we remember Good Friday and Easter, when He gave His life  that we may have hope for eternity. 
May this comfort be for all of us as we look forward to the upcoming New Year. With the passing of years we are all getting older 
which makes us stop and take a look at life. We have been created to have hopes and dreams for the future. May we all find 
comfort and peace as we begin a New Year with the knowledge of our security in our Saviour, who is preparing a place for all His 
children. This is our comfort for today, next year and forever. 
 May this comfort be the strength of our faith as we deal with grief when one of our loved ones has been taken home to the Lord.  
 We recently had the funeral of Uncle Henry Peters, who will be missed. May the family and all of us be strengthened by God’s 
Word every Sunday.  Again we are reminded of the frailty of life when we received the news of the passing away of Mr. 
VanHuizen, the father and father in law of Grace and Henry Peters.  May the family have the comfort of the Lord’s promises in 
times of sorrow and grief and may they find their strength and hope in Him alone. We pray that the Lord will strengthen the Peters 
family in this time as they go to Saskatchewan to attend to the funeral there. 
It is at times like this that we are reminded of those that have gone to be with the Lord before us. Many in our congregation will 
have someone in the family, either a distant relative or closer like a husband, wife or children that the Lord called home. We can 
feel the pain and sorrow in this time of year. We pray that all may find their comfort and peace in God’s Word, understanding that 
His promises are sure and true. May we all remember these brothers and sisters in our prayers. We see the brokenness of this 
world around us and we acknowledge that this does not bypass the church, so we also should remember those family 
relationships that are under a lot of stress or are broken, that we, as congregation, may be there to help and support all those 
among us through the communion of saints. 
As we come to the end of this year 2015, we can look back and see that the Lord has given us much as a congregation. We have 
been able to worship Him undisturbed this past year. We could see His covenant promises fulfilled around us as we have seen 
many parents receive children from the Lord. We could see milestones being reached by many, and in general we all received 
employment and were financially supplied by the Lord. We can look back with gratitude for His providence and protection. As we 
look forward to 2016, we can do this with confidence that He will provide what we need because He has promised this and we 
have all experienced this in each and every one of our lives.  
We also go into the New Year with anticipation of what we will have to deal with as congregation.  If we become two churches, 
what this will be like? We may have many reservations, yet we know that the Lord will guide all these things and we trust in His 
guiding hand as we begin a New Year as His church placed here in Neerlandia. He has shown His care in the past 65 years and 
with confidence we move forward into 2016 trusting in His promises. 
May the Lord grant us all a rich measure of His grace as we begin a New Year. 
We have also been blessed in having retired ministers in our area and we have enjoyed their willingness to preach here regularly. 
We thank them for this and we wish Rev. Slomp, Rev. Kalkman and Rev. Tiggelaar the Lord’s blessing in the coming New Year. 
We would also like to thank Rev. Pontier for his willingness to lead worship services when needed.  
We are reminded of the joint worship service with the URC this New Years Eve where Rev. Pontier will lead the service. May we 
have a blessed Sunday. 
AV 
 

PREACHING ARRANGEMENTS 
December 27  AM Reading: Br. A. Hamoen 

                     PM Reading: Br. K Hamoen 



December 31 8:00 PM joint worship with URC Rev. Pontier 
January 3  AM Rev. Slomp 
   PM Rev. Slomp 
 

YOUNG PEOPLES SOCIETY 
We have begun the study of the book Respectable Sins by Jerry Bridges. Read and study Chapters 8 and 9 before the next 
meeting. Please do the For Personal Study questions on pages 42-45. This pre-study is really beneficial when it comes to further 
discussions at our meetings, so please do so! Our next meeting will be held at Levi and Nelson’s place at 8:00 pm on January 3, 
2016 D.V. Brett Hamoen will be opening this meeting. A reminder: the dues for this year are $20 and are to be paid to our 
previous treasurer, Caleb Kos, as soon as possible. The cost for the study book (including the textbook) for this year is $32. This 
must be paid when you receive your books. Our two new presidents were decided at the first meeting: Levi Wierenga @ 780-284-
3739 and Pieter Steenbergen @ 780-284-4060. Feel free to contact them if you have any questions. SVA 

SERVICE COMMITTEE 

To all seniors or disabled members of our congregation: We as Young Peoples Society continue to offer our services with chores 
in and around your home. To make arrangements please call Nelson W. @ 780-305-5099 or Kurt V. @ 780-206-6604. We would 
love to help you! 
 

HOST FAMILY 
Dec 27 Richard & Francine Schouten 
Jan 3 Henry & Marie Stad 
Jan 10 Gert & Marie Steenbergen 
 

BABYSITTNG 
Toy Cleaning for January 4: Kym P, Vanessa T, Cindy T 
Dec 27   AM Up – Shondelle VL, Sarah VR, Trinity T Down – Arlene V, Irene V, Danika H, Amarah D 

PM Up – Melissa V, Rianne V, Carla H Down – Ainsleigh W, Colette D 
New Year’s Eve Felicia W, McKenzie W, Marina H, Teegan W 
Jan 3   AM Up – Alanna W, Missy A, Angela K Down – Katrina B, Kerry B, Raelynn H, Sierra W 

PM Up – Anita B, Karen Br, Mercedes W Down – Karen Bouw, Iris B 


