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GENERAL NEWS 
ROLLING CALENDAR 
General 
Feb 9 Seniors Home Open House 
Feb 24 Quilt Retreat 
Barrhead      Neerlandia 
Feb 4 Keir Care and Hillcrest services     Neerlandia South  Neerlandia North 
March 4 Shepherds care service    March 2 Annual Meeting  Feb 23 Annual Meeting 
 

ADDRESS UPDATE  
Please update your directories. The new address for Louis Dykstra is:  
Room 101 Hillcrest Lodge   
4321 52nd Ave.  
Barrhead, AB  
T7N 1M6 

   

REJOICING VOICES CHOIR  
A new season of choir will start on Monday January 29, 2018, 8pm the Lord willing.  If you enjoy singing we ask you to consider 
joining!  We would love to have new members.  Choir is a fun evening of fellowship and lifting our voices in praise to our Heavenly 
Father. 
 

SENIORS HOME 
The Board of the Christian Seniors Citizens Homes Society of Northern Alberta (which operates Emmanuel Home in Edmonton) 
would like to invite you to an Open House on Friday, February 9th, at 7:30 pm.  The meeting will be held at Neerlandia Christian 
Reformed Church fellowship hall, and will begin with a presentation by the Society followed by ample time for discussion and 
questions about the potential of a Christian Independent & Assisted Living seniors’ home in the Neerlandia area.  Please come 
with your thoughts and ideas, and join us as we explore the idea together!   
     

QUILT RETREAT 2018 
Come join us on February 24 for a full day of sewing, games, fellowship and yummy food!  Bring your own projects, help work on 
a charity quilt for the Pregnancy Care Centre and join in on a “Open-Wide Pouch” swap.  Cost for the day, including meals, is 
$35.  For more information or to RSVP please contact Rose Noot (rosestel@gmail.com).  Registration is limited and must be 
booked before February 11. 
 

ALBERTA’S BENEFIT FOR LIFE 
Registration for the Alberta's Benefit for Life, is officially open! Join us for supper and an evening you will not want to miss. Many 
were able to attend last years event from our area and we hope to again have a good representation from here. This free pro-life 
banquet is held in central Edmonton on Saturday April 7th, 2018. A registration code is needed to RSVP, if you have already 
received a registration code on a ticket head over to the website to reserve your seats. If you do not have a registration code 
please email admin@twp.lifefor the code to RSVP or call 587-806-5112.  
 

STEPPING STONES BIBLE CAMP - SUMMER JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Stepping Stones Summer Bible Camp located in Deroche, BC is currently looking to fill our Summer Staff positions.  Staff operate 
the Summer Bible camp from June 29 to August 10 with remuneration dependent on time served. The following positions are 
available: Camp Director, Assistant Director, Programs Director, Programs Assistant, Head Counselors (Male and Female), 
Camp Nurse and Head Cook. Please submit applications by March 5th  
Visit www.steppingstonesbiblecamp.ca/staff for further details and application instructions.  
 

PEMBINA PRO-LIFE REQUEST  
Pembina Pro-Life is looking for three or four new board members this spring.  This is a 3-year term that requires commitment of 
one evening per month on average.  If you are interested in the position or know someone who may be, please contact Ryan 
Beekman at 780-305-1926.  Thank you  
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BARRHEAD NEWS 
barrheadcanrc.ca 

TO AND FROM THE CONGREGATION 
On Wednesday morning this past week the Lord blessed br. & sr. Travis and Bonnie Peters with a healthy new daughter whom 
they’ve named Norah Iris. We thank the Lord with them for this gift of new life, and wish them much wisdom to raise both of their 
daughters in the fear of the Lord. We read in Psalm 128 that children are a blessing from the Lord and so we may expect him to 
give the Peters’ all they need to provide the love and care that is necessary. We expect to witness the sacrament of baptism 
administered to Norah in this afternoon’s worship service.   
Br. Louis Dykstra’s address has changed recently (the information is provided elsewhere in this bulletin). Though, of course, the 
circumstances which prompt such a move are not all desirable, yet the new accommodations in Hillcrest Lodge have been well-
received by our brother. May the Lord continue to provide strength and ability to both Louis and Tena to deal with all of life’s 
recent changes.   
On the topic of life’s changes, there are some birthdays to mention. Today, sr. Alie VanDelden may celebrate another birthday 
and tomorrow br. George Wemekamp turns another year older. As each of you commemorate your milestone, may you do so in 
thankful remembrance of the Lord's faithfulness to you through another year. May you also go forward with trust and hope, living 
by the Lord's mercy and rejoicing in his continuing care over you.  
Tomorrow, our minister emeritus, Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar will mark a special milestone of a different kind – that of 40 years of 
ministry! Certainly it is by God’s grace alone that such a milestone can be reached and so all honour and praise belongs to our 
Heavenly Father. As congregation we give thanks for the work that the Lord continues to accomplish through his servant and pray 
that He will continue to use him and his gifts to equip the saints for work of ministry and build up the body of Christ. May it all be 
for the coming of God’s kingdom!  
As promised, allow me to take a bit of time to make a few remarks about the CRTS conference I was able to attend from January 
11-13. The conference theme centered on the gospel of grace and celebrated the heritage we have as Reformed churches as a 
result of the Synod of Dort held in 1618-19, four hundred years ago. This heritage includes not only our Reformed confessional 
statement in the Canons of Dort along with our Church Order, but also less known is that the Synod solidified the place  
of Catechism preaching and teaching in Reformed churches. None of these were minor accomplishments, and none should be 
taken for granted. Sso fittingly at the conference each of these aspects received their due attention and coverage. In the opening 
speech, Dr. Jason VanVliet spoke on the Father-Son connection in the Canons of Dort, something the Arminians de-emphasized 
causing their perceptions of God’s election to be skewed as cold and callous, when in reality it was done in the loving spirit of 
adoption. I would highly recommend watching this speech when the videos become available on the seminary website. The 
second speech was a virtual tour of the Synod of Dort by Dr. Don Sinnema. This presentation included many visuals allowing 
us to “time-travel” back in history and feel like we were present at the historic synod itself. The speaker even donned 17th century 
attire, and wearing a full flowing beard, pretended to be the very honourable chairman of the Synod of Dort - Johannes Bogerman. 
This speech, when the video appears, will make for a great introduction to any teaching series on the Canons of Dort for 
Catechism students or new members (or even for members who are not so new!) For the sake of time and space, and at the risk 
of this report causing this pastoral column to balloon in size, I will continue to provide more summary next time.  
With that we wrap up another news column. May the Lord strengthen and encourage our faith through the Word and sacrament 
this Lord’s day that we may go forward into this new week with zeal and commitment to do his will and live for his kingdom and 
glory!  
CVL  
 

BARRHEAD PREACHING SCHEDULE  
January 21 AM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
January 21 PM – Rev. C. Vanderlinde  
January 28 AM – Rev. J. VanSpronsen  
January 28 PM – Rev. J. VanSpronsen  
 

BARRHEAD SCHEDULED COLLECTIONS  
January 21 & 28: Asian Mission  
February 4 & 11: Needy  
February 18 & 25: Mission Aviation Fellowship  
 

HOST FAMILY  
This week’s host family is Shawn & Meaghan Kobes  
January 28 James & Renee Kobes  
February 4 Travis & Kim VanLeeuwen  
February 11 Ard & Deanna Doornbos  
February 18 Rick & Mel Jagersma  
 



CATECHISM INSTRUCTION  
All students are reminded to bring a Bible, Book of Praise, binder and pen.   
Class One: Grades 7 & 8 - taught by Mr. H. Stel (7:30-8:30pm)  
Class Two: Grades 9 & 10 - taught by Mr. J. Jagersma (7:30-8:30pm)  
Class Three: Grades 11 & 12 - taught by Rev. Vanderlinde (7:30-8:30pm)  
Pre-confession class: open to anyone who wishes to join - taught by Rev. Vanderlinde (8:30-9:30pm)  
 

SHORT REPORT OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD JAN 8, 2018.  
The chairman, Rev. C. Vanderlinde opened the meeting, read from Psalm 19, requested the singing of Psalm 19:6 and led in 
prayer. Br. J. Vanleeuwen and Br. D. Barendregt were absent with notification.  
The agenda was adopted after some additions.  
Minutes of Nov 6 and Dec 4th were adopted and signed.  
The following matters were remembered by council; Bieuwke Vanderveen receiving treatments for cancer; Tena Dykstra still in 
hospital; Passing of Rock Hofsink’s mother; Passing of Ed Aikema’s father; Jenny Wemekamp’s 80th birthday; Tena Wierenga’s 
68th birthday; Arlene Zuidema’s 86th birthday; Fennechien Otten’s 91st birthday; Dianne Tiggelaar’s successful surgery; 
withdrawal of Grietje Manning.  
Incoming mail: Letter from Needy Student Fund – Assessment; Letter from General Fund – Assessment; Letter from Vineyard 
CanRC – Timothy Project; Letter from International Reformed Theological College; Travel attestation returned for Diane Tiggelaar  
Outgoing mail: Travel attestation for Diane Tiggelaar, Ed and Elaine Aikema and Baptismal Attestation for Colton Vanleeuwen to 
West Albany.  
Members in special circumstances were remembered.  
General visits were discussed.  
Other visits were reported on.  
The current membership statistics are:  
Communicant  192  
Non-communicant 139  
Total   331  
Preaching arrangements were made for upcoming Sundays.  
Not serving at (next) LS table will be: Jan 14th – brs. R. Jagersma and M. Peters.  Greeting elders: brs. C. Werkman and D. 
Barendregt.  
The deacons presented their report.   
December Collections.  Needy  $1893; M.A.Brazil  $ 1737; Anchor Assoc.  $1187  
 Support given   $4400.00  
January collections-7 +14  = Needy; 21 + 28  = Asia Mission; February collections-4 + 11  =  Needy; 18 + 25  =  Mission Aviation 
Fellowship  
Incoming mail. Red Cross,  Special request; Reformed Faith and life, Nov newsletter; MERF,  Dec newsletter; Campaign Life 
Coalition,  Dec newsletter and Christmas blessings  
Outgoing mail.  None  
Official Visits were reported on  
General Visits were made and discussed  
Reading visits were scheduled for Br & Sr Dykstra  
Discussion will be held on “Deacons Go Visiting” Pages 57-76 at the next meeting  
Next meeting January 29, 2018 at 7:30 pm  
Brs. M. Vogelzang and C. Werkman were appointed auditors for the deacon books.  
The C of A report As of our last meeting Dec 5 2015 our loan was paid down 100 thousand dollars As of our January meeting the 
bank balance is 45,083.98 Our total liability as of January 8 is 385,031.98 Final sign design was presented to the C of A at the Jan 
4th meeting awaiting a decision Lord Supper cup holders are being looked into Sound boards have priced out and a Church visit 
to do an inspection and evaluation will be done soon. Brs. R. Jagersma and M. Prins were appointed as auditors for the church 
books.  
The Evangelism Committee Christmas dinner update and planning was discussed. This was well received. The new church 
pamphlets (100) have been made and are in the church. Some spelling corrections and an updated church photo were updated. 
The financial position of the evangelism committee for 2017 was discussed. Church services update and planning for 2018 at Kier 
Care & Hillcrest and also Shephard’s Care. Br. J. Hoeksema was appointed to the committee. The committee’s next meeting is 
scheduled for January 17, 2018.  
Performance of Office - Office bearer training – Essay 4: “Our Reformed Heritage I – Early Reformation to the Synod of Dordt”, 
Called to Serve was discussed. Next meeting Essay 5: “Our Reformed Heritage II – Synod of Dort to Present Day”.  
Matters of the Churches in Common  
Assessment Needy Student Fund: $2 per comm. member  
Assessment General Fund: $2 per comm. member  
Timothy Project - letter asking us to consider supporting them prayerfully and financially. Passed on to the deacons.  
IRTC – letter and information along with a request to support their project prayerfully and financially. Passed on to the deacons.  



Question Period was made use of.  
Christian Censure: Article 73 of the Church Order. We could be thankful for another positive meeting.  
This month’s consistory meeting will be held, the Lord willing, on Jan 15th, 2018.  
The next deacon meeting will be held on Jan 29th, 2018.  
Next month’s council meeting will be held the Lord willing, on Feb 5th, 2018.  
Br. C. Hamoen ended in prayer.  
The chairman closed the meeting.  
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
Our next meeting is today, January 21 after the second service at Brianna Raap’s residence, which is Mr. and Mrs. Wierenga’s 
home. We will be studying chapter 8 of our book Just Do Something. Also, we have decided that our next study book will be 
Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges so please make sure you find yourself a copy. JMP 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S BAKE SALE 
The young People’s are hoping to have a Bake Sale at the Barrhead Co-op on Saturday, February 10 from 10-3. Please ask your 
young adults what they are supposed to bring and when they are needed to help at the Co-op. Thank you!  
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
Our next study morning is Tuesday, January 23, 2018 beginning at 10 am.  
"There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and 
peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For God does not show favoritism." Romans 2:9-11  
We will look at -The Sinfulness of the Jews- Romans 2:1-3:8.  
Readings: Romans 2:1-3:8, Lord's Day 24 & 33, Genesis 17  
Leader: Deanna  
Baking: Vicky  
Babysitting will be available  
 

COMBINED BIBLE STUDY  
On January 24 we plan to meet at 8:00.  We will be discussing ch.9, Created in the Image of God.  Bert will lead the meeting and 
Tena will bring baking.  Hope to see you all there!  
 

BARRHEAD CHURCH LIBRARY  
We have a good variety of books in the library.  Have you checked it out?  We will set a table in the fellowship hall so everyone 
can see some of the books we have.  One book I would like to highlight is "Come back, Barbara".  This is an inspiring account of a 
prodigal daughter's return to faith and her reconciliation with her father.  
If you want to see if we have a certain book by the title, there is a card index in the library to look it up.  Make sure you have a look 
sometime!  
Library committee  
 

SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
More good discussion was held on Romans 2:1-3:8. We are looking forward to our next meeting on Jan 20 we will be finishing off 
Romans 2:1-3:8 and starting Romans 3:9-31. Please feel free to join us at 7:30 at the church.  
 

COFFEE CLEANUP  
This week Mike and Amanda Nederveen will be in charge of coffee clean up. Next week Ryan and Kim Vandermooren will take 
care of the cleanup.  
 

BABYSITTING  
Jan 21                AM INF Dana V, BJ V, Laila V TOD Jane H,  Karina T,  Porscha T  
    PM INF Kim V TOD Marny V, Amber V  
Jan 28    AM INF Marcella V, Cisca J, Takyra S TOD Alja H, Barb V, Joseph V  
    PM INF Teresa H TOD Heather A, Nolan V 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETY 
Once again the Young People's Society would like to offer their services to the elderly of the congregation. If you are in need of 
help around your home or with yard work the young peoples are more than willing to lend a helping hand. The contact people for 
those in need of help are Jeremy Hoeksema at 780-284-2343 and Nicholas Vogelzang at 780-674-7291.  
 

tel:780-284-2343
tel:780-674-7291


NEERLANDIA NEWS 
BRIDAL SHOWER 
You are invited to a bridal shower for Teri Bysterveld in celebration of her upcoming marriage to Siebe Bylsma. Please join us in 
the Neerlandia Canadian Reformed Church basement on Thursday, January 25 at 8 PM. 
 

NEERLANDIA SOUTH 
FOR AND FROM THE FLOCK  
We rejoice again in the opportunity to gather again this Lord's day as people of God. We have been blessed Sunday after Sunday 
with the true preaching of the living Word. While we remain vacant, we have had a great variety of ministers of the Word coming to 
lead us in worship.  We are well cared for by a very loving Father. May our hearts and lives be transformed by the powerful 
working of the Holy Spirit.   
The annual congregational meeting will be held Friday, March 2nd at 8pm in the church basement. D.V  
The high school students at Covenant will be busy preparing for and writing exams this week. May God crown your efforts with His 
blessing! In all our work, God’s name must receive the honor and praise.   
This past Thursday evening the board of Covenant met with us as membership to express and discuss the urgent concern 
brought forward with Bill 24 in regards to our freedom of religion and the parental rights we have in this province. May our 
Heavenly Father thwart the scheme of the evil one and continue to bless us with the freedom we treasure. We must prayerfully 
bring this matter before our Heavenly Father who controls all things and also remember the groups that advocate for us regarding 
this Bill.   
    Ps 124  
“ If it had not been the Lord who was on our side- let Israel now say-  
If it had not been the Lord who was on our side when people rose up against us, then they would have swallowed us up alive,  
When their anger was kindled against us; then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us; then 
over us would have gone the raging waters.   
Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth! We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the 
snare is broken, and we have escaped!  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made the heaven and the earth.”  
Today we have two reading services lead by Br Harthoorn and Br Hooimeyer.  May the Word make in roads into our hearts and 
lives and cause that daily repentance and conversion, worked by the Holy Spirit. Have a blessed Sunday.  
RVA 
 

SERVICE ARRANGEMENTS  
Jan. 21 am – Reading  

pm – Reading   
Jan. 28 am – Rev. G. Veurink  
  pm – Rev. G. Veurink   
Feb. 4 am – Rev. J. VanSpronsen  
  pm – Rev. J. VanSpronsen   
Feb. 11 am – Rev. B. Beukema  

 pm – Reading  
Feb. 18 am – Rev. H. Kalkman  
  pm – Rev.  H. Kalkman  
Feb. 25 am – Rev. B. Beukema  
  pm – Reading  
Mar. 4 am – Rev. J. Moesker  
  pm – Rev. J. Moesker   
 

SHEPHERDS CARE SERVICES  
It is our turn to have a service at Shepherds Care TODAY, Sunday January 21/2018 at 7:00 P.M.  
We encourage members to attend these services to assist with the singing and socializing with the seniors.  
 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus,” Romans 3: 21-31  
Our next meeting will be held Thursday, January 25, 2018, D.V. beginning at 10 am. We will be discussing Chapter 11 (Vol 2): 
Sanctification. Suggested reading: Romans 8:1-11  
Leader: Lorraine H   Babysitter: NURSERY CLOSED  
Baking/Prayer and Story Hour baking: Lucille T   



HELPING HAND  
As a new year rolls around, new problems or difficulties seem to pop up. Let us, as the Young Peoples Society help you out! We 
would like to offer our aid to those within our church community with simple, meaningful, and/or physical tasks. You can call Wyat 
Jissink at 284-3215 or Joshua Van Assen at 394-7338 and let one of them know what you need help with.   
Matthew 6:33 (KJV) "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." 
  

HOST FAMILY  
January 21 Jan & Jen Otten  
January 28 Henry & Marie Stad  
February 04 Lawrence & Lucille Terpsma  
February 11 Henk & Laura Steenbergen 
  

BABYSITTING LIST  
Due to a recent case of HFM disease we will be closing the nursery for one more week. If no new cases come up it will be open 
on January 28.   
Thanks, the babysitting committee 
 

NEERLANDIA NORTH 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
As we begin a new week by gathering together for worship, we give all thanks and praise to our Heavenly Father for the wonders 
of his love that he has showed to us all in the week that has passed. It is always helpful to reflect on the past because by doing so 
we are reminded of how the Lord has constantly been at work and we are assured that because he is faithful, we can also rely on 
his love and grace going forward as well!  
A little over a week ago, our Sr. Karen Schouten and her children were involved in a serious accident. Thankfully they did not 
sustain any severe injury and could all return home that day. From our human perspective we look at it and say that things could 
have gone much worse, but then we are reminded that throughout the entire incident, our God was in control and he knew exactly 
how things would go. Once again our attention is directed to the fact that things can change so quickly but that in all 
circumstances the LORD remains in control. We pray that all the bumps and bruises from this accident would be healed in due 
time!  
Last week our Br. Jeff Van Leeuwen went for his assessment and could also begin his chemotherapy treatments. We pray that 
our Heavenly Father would continue to sustain our brother with all that he needs during these treatments, also as the he deals 
with the effects of the chemo. May the entire Van Leeuwen family also receive the strength from the Lord that they need as they 
go alongside our brother during this time and support him in different ways!  
Just in case you did not see it in a recent short report, there will be a meeting of the council with the congregation on February 23, 
2018 at 8:00pm. At this meeting we will deal with the budget for this year as well as the other annual reports. I will also give a 
quick presentation about the conference in Ontario that I recently attended to share some of the things that I gleaned there.  
On Tuesday evening the catechism students will write their test and since I did not hear from anyone, then the plan is that all 
students will write it together, beginning at 7:00 and the pre-confession class will begin at 8:00. May the Lord richly bless the 
students with all that they need so that they are able to give a good account of what they have learned so far!  
Today we once again have the privilege of hearing the gospel of God’s grace proclaimed twice. May the LORD richly bless the 
preaching, and may he also be pleased to accept the worship that we offer to him!  
GeV  
 

PREACHING SCHEDULE  
January 21 AM: Rev. G. Veurink  
                PM: Rev. G. Veurink  
January 28 AM: Rev. E. Tiggelaar  
               PM: Rev. E. Tiggelaar 
 

LADIES AID 
We plan to have a meeting on Jan 22 @ 10 @ Francine's. New members are always welcome. 
 

HOSTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLES 
We have heard that there is an interest within the congregation for hosting the Young People’s Society. From now on there will be 
a signup sheet in the back of the church for all those who would be willing to host the North Young People's. We are a group of 
about 25 . We would also enjoy coffee and refreshments. Parents please also continue to take your turn hosting. Thank  
you!   
 



YOUNG PEOPLES 
Our next meeting will be January 21st 2018 at Alyssa, Jenessa and Kira’s. The meeting will begin at 8:00pm. We will be looking at 
Proverbs 15 starting at verse 21 and beginning at part 105 in our book. Please prepare for the meeting by reading the verses and 
reading through the following parts. Tyson will be opening this meeting. Also please remember to pay your dues of $20 per person 
for those who have not done so. Have a blessed Sunday 
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Our next meeting is set for January 23 at 10am, DV. We are studying Ch. 10 of Growing in the Gospel (J. Vanvliet).   Justification 
and Adoption. Suggested readings are Romans 3:21-31 and 1 John 3:1-3. 
Leader: Tamara, Prayer & Baking: Irene, Babysit is closed. 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEN’S SOCIETY 
Mens society will meet on Jan 24  at 8 pm in the church.  We will be studying Chapter 8 of our guide.  Suggested readings are Job 
1;13-22 and James 1;12-18.  
 

NEERLANDIA NORTH YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICE COMMITTEE   
We as Young Peoples would love to help any of the seniors or disabled members who need a helping hand. To make 
arrangements please call Andrew Schouten @ 780-305-8914 or Pieter Steenbergen @ 780-284-4060  
 

HOST FAMILY       
January 21 Jesse & Leanne VanLaar 
January 28 Toby & Sally VanLaar 
February 4 Wilf & Yvonne VanLaar 
 

BABYSITTING 
Due to a recent case of HFM disease we will be closing the nursery for three weeks. If no new cases come up it will be open on 
January 28.  
Thanks, the babysitting committee 
 
 
 


