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A Response to the Shootings in Atlanta  
As most of you have heard by now the shootings in Atlanta of March 16 targeted 3 Asian 
massage parlors. 8 people were killed, 6 of whom were Asian-American women and two white 
people. The victims at Young’s Asian parlor were Xiaojie Tan, Daoyou Feng, Delaina Yaun 
Gonzalez, and Paul Michels. Soon Chung Park, Hyun Grant, and Suncha Kim were killed in the 
second attack on Gold Spa. And Yong Ae Yue was killed across the street at Aromatherapy Spa.  

We grieve for the families of the victims as they struggle to cope with the shock, anger and grief 
of losing a loved one. Disbelief, pain and numbness courses through their minds and hearts. 
They never expected this when they said good-bye in the morning. They had done nothing to 
this young man to deserve this response and treatment. And they certainly did not deserve to 
be targeted just because of their occupation or ethnicity. They went to work to earn a living, to 
provide for their families and to contribute to their community, just like you and me.  

As a community of Jesus’ followers we condemn violence, scapegoating and stereotyping that 
robs people of their humanity or their life. Jesus saw everyone as a child of God and 
consistently ministered to and valued those on the edges of society. So we stand with the Asian 
community and applaud their love for this country, their many positive contributions and their 
right to be here. God loves them. 

The alleged shooter, Robert Aaron Long, is a 21 year old white male who says he has a sex 
addiction. That he traveled many miles to find three separate Asian businesses and recognizing 
the large increase in violence towards Asians this last year, suggests an ethnic/racial component 
to these shootings. We also grieve for Robert Aaron Long and his family. This young man is 
troubled, confused and tormented by the demons he struggles against and we pray he may find 
the resources he needs for healing and wholeness. His parents no doubt struggle with an 
immense load of guilt and deserve our compassion, forgiveness and prayers. God loves them. 

Speaking out against the atrocity of what happened in Atlanta is necessary and important but 
there is a deeper issue we must face and acknowledge without denial or avoidance. More 
Atlanta’s’ will happen until we address and repent from the racist foundation our country was 
built on. It was injected into our worldview as early as 1493 (see Doctrine of Discovery) and 
reached our shores in 1619 when the first African slaves landed at the Jamestown colony and 
written into our constitution in 1788. (Article 1 section 2)  

At its core is the belief white skin color is more desirable and superior to any other skin color. It 
was a short step to dehumanize and treat people of color as inferior and deserving of hate. And 



 
 

Neffsville Mennonite Church - 2371 Lititz Pike, Lancaster, PA 17601 – neffmc.org 

sadly some churches since 1493 have promoted this heretical belief. Over the years it was 
codified in our laws, our educational system, our history, and widely accepted by society. 

At various points in our history this belief was condemned and much effort, treasure and even 
blood was sacrificed to roll it back. The Civil War and the Civil Rights movement of the 1960’s 
are two examples. And some churches were at the forefront of initiating both of these 
movements. Inevitably there was pushback and racism returned in a different form but 
continued to spread its infection amongst us. 

 Without question progress has been achieved and we are much closer to “one nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all” but this infection is still with us and its sickness 
plays out in many ways. It is manifested in our language, our jokes and in the actions of some 
white people who advocate and carry out violence against people of color. It is the two sets of 
rules that are at play in our nation, one set for white people and another set for people of color.  

These rules have no basis in God’s plan for the world He created. It was not His plan to organize 
society by skin color and offer special benefits to one group over another. This system and 
these rules were written and developed by us (white people). You and I of course did not 
personally create this system but we have an obligation and responsibility as children of God to 
dismantle it and replace it with a system that aligns with God’s Kingdom. 

As followers of Jesus we commit to examine our hearts and minds, allowing ourselves to 
become aware of inner attitudes that demean and devalue other people. We commit to 
become aware of those words and stories that we have learned that keep people in their place 
and to offer these false idols to God and ask for cleansing. We lament the infections within us. 
We desire God’s love become a larger part of our inner selves that will enable us to show love 
to all people in our community, our country and the whole world. God loves us. 
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