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                                                                Life Together

To bring glory to God 
through Spirit-transformed lives
by the beauty and power of the gospel of Jesus Christ

New Covenant Bible Church
6N780 Randall Road
St. Charles, IL 60175

                                                  

                                                            630.584.2611

From the Pastor’s Desk....
Why Christ Came: To Give Abundant Life

I love how Jesus describes his purpose in coming into the world.  He 
left His Father’s throne above and came into this broken world on a 
mission.

Listen to how Jesus describes his mission in John 10:10:

 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly (ESV).

 
In order to appreciate what Jesus came to give us, we need to realize 
that apart from him we are dead in our sins.   Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who laid down his life for us so that we can be filled with 
the life-giving breath of his Spirit.  A Christian is someone who has 
been raised from the dead, and in this we greatly rejoice.

But Jesus did not come to give us the mere existence of life — he 
came that we may have life and have it abundantly.  

Life comes in degrees.   Some people have life, but it’s like a 
flickering candle.  Other people have life that is like a raging furnace 
— bright and robust and powerful.

Hospitals are filled with living people, but they are sick.  Nurseries 
are full of infants and toddlers who are very much alive, but they 
have yet to grow into full maturity.  Prisons are full of living people, 
yet their lives are miserably confined and limited.

Too often we settle for a less abundant life than Christ came to give 
us.  We remain weak, when Christ would have us be strong in Him.  
We stay at the infantile level in our thinking, when Christ would have 
us grow up into the full stature of maturity in Him.  We entangle 
ourselves in sin and fear and pride and self-righteousness, when 
Christ came that we might be free indeed.  

Rich Ferrell at Home with the Lord....

Our dear brother in Christ and faithful 
deacon, Rich Ferrell, went home to be with 
the Lord on Dec. 6. As a church family we 
are both shaken by Rich’s passing and 
saddened by the sorrow his absence will 
cause the Ferrell family and our church 
family. We especially grieve with his faithful 
wife. Annette. Together they have actively 
served Fox Valley Bible Church and NCBC 
for over 12 years.
 
We also grieve with their children: Moriah, 
Jordan, Talitha, Isaac, and with Annette’s 
brother, Tom Shumaker, and his wife 
Danielle.
 
Our grief is mixed with joy because of our 
hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Rich’s 
faith in Jesus as his Lord and Savior was 
evident to all who knew him. We rejoice 
that Rich’s faith has become sight as he is 
now in the presence of the Lord. 
 
Please lift up Annette and the whole family 
in prayer as they bring their sorrow to the 
Lord. 
 
There will be a Memorial Service 1:00 p.m.
at New Covenant Bible Church. Rich Ferrell 
requested that everyone wear bright colors 
at his Memorial Service. Reception to 
follow in the gym. Food items are needed, 
you may contact Donna Strand if you 
would like to help.
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Special Events

SAVIOUR CONCERT
FRIDAY 

DECEMBER 10, AT 7:00PM
SUNDAY

 DECEMBER 12, AT 6:00PM
 

Special Services

  CHRISTMAS EVE 
 SERVICE AT 4:00PM

 SUNDAY SERVICE
DECEMBER 26, 10:00AM

 SUNDAY SERVICE
JANUARY 2, 10:00AM

MINISTRY NEED

Nursery workers are 
needed for children infants to 
three years old for the 
Christmas Eve Service. If you 
are available to help please 
contact:  

Heather Fitte at  
847.659.1058, or Peggy 
Newell at 847.608.7438.

This is a wonderful way 
for you to serve. 

               

Pastor’s Desk continued.....

Charles Spurgeon lamented this 
r e a l i t y w h e n h e t o l d h i s 
congregation, “Beloved, do you 
not see how great a difference 
there is between some Christian 
men and others? Are not some of 
them spiritual invalids? They 
believe, but their favorite prayer is, 
‘Lord, help my unbelief!’ They 
hope, but fear is almost as fully in 
possession of their hearts.   They 
have love to Christ, but they often 
sing, ‘Do I love the Lord or not? 
Am I His or am I not?’ They need 
medicine and nursing.  Give them 
any work to do for the Lord and 
how soon they grow weary! 
Discourage them a little and they 
are in despair! Oh that the Spirit of 
God would give them life more 
abundantly! I am afraid that a very 
large proportion of Christian men 
in this day are on the sick list.”

If we take Jesus at his Word, we 
shouldn’t settle for that kind of 
Christianity.   This Advent season, 
Jesus wants you to realize afresh 
that life in Christ is brimming-over 
wi th abundance — not the 
material, fleeting wealth of this 
world, but the spiritual riches that 
will never fade away.  

Jesus did not come to give you a 
mere existence.  He did not come 
to give you more time to fill.  He 
came to give you life beyond all 
you could ask or imagine; life lived 
for the glory of God; a life of glad 
obedience; a life of zeal; an 
energetic, persevering, vibrant life 
that is radiant with love, joy, 
peace , pa t ience , k indness , 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.  This is the life of 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

“Not that I have already obtained 
all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I press on to take hold 

of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me” (Philippians 3:12, NIV).

Grateful for our abundant life 
together in Christ,

Pastor David Sunday



Verses of the Week

Luke 1: 26-33

In the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed  to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin's 
name was Mary.   And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one,  the Lord is with 
you!”  But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried 
to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be.  And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor 
with God.  And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus.  He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his 
father David,  and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.”




