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              Life Together

To bring glory to God 
through Spirit-transformed lives
by the beauty and power of the gospel of Jesus Christ

New Covenant Bible Church
4N780 Randall Road
St. Charles, IL 60175

                                                  

                                                            630.584.2611

From the Pastor’s Desk....
Pray for a Breakthrough of the Fear of the Lord

Dear partners in the good fight of faith,

As we focus on praying for a breakthrough of the fear of the Lord this month, 
you might want to check-out a book by Jerry Bridges called The Joy of Fearing 
God (available in our Book Store).  

Mr. Bridges gives a good working definition of the fear of God: “To truly fear 
God means to be in awe of God’s being and character as well as in awe of 
what He has done for us in Christ.  When you put these two ideas together, you 
have an absolutely sovereign Creator of the universe who punishes those who 
resist Him, and yet loves us and sends His Son to die in our place.  Surely 
that’s good reason to fear or reverence Him.”

We see how God’s powerful grace in saving His people motivates the fear of 
God in passages like Exodus 14:31: “When the people saw what God had done 
to the army of Egypt, they feared the LORD and put their trust in Him.”  

Worldly logic says that if God is gracious to sinners,  then we have nothing to 
fear.  But gospel-centered logic says, because God is  so astonishingly gracious 
to sinners, He is  to be feared with all our hearts.  Listen to Psalm 130:3-4: “If 
you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,  O Lord, who could stand? But with you 
there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.” And lest we imagine that this is 
simply  an Old Testament concept, look at how the Apostle Peter motivates 
God’s people toward personal holiness:  “... as he who called you is holy, you 
also be holy in all your conduct, since it is  written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.’  And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each 
one's  deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 
knowing  that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Peter 
1:15-19).

                                                                                            (Continued on page 2)

2011: A Year of Spiritual 
Breakthoughs

JANUARY
Pray for a breakthrough of the 

fear of the Lord.

Psalm 25:14, “The friendship of the 
LORD is for those who fear him, and he 
makes known to them his covenant.”

 Long-standing slavery to sin being 
conquered.

 Growth in wisdom & knowledge of 
the Holy God.

 Personal holiness, repentance & 
faith

 That people coming into the midst 
of our worship would recognize God’s 
manifest presence

Day of Prayer & Fasting: January 26
5:30 p.m.: Praise, worship, & scriptural 
meditation on the fear of  God
6:30 p.m.: Focused intercession on the 
fear of  God
7:30 p.m.: Testimonies & prayer 
requests
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First Quarter Adult Ed Classes:

8:45 HOUR:
Isaiah: Crumbling Kingdom to 
Coming Kingdom-Room 300A: 
This great book centers on the 
Messiah as Immanuel, the 
suffering servant, and the 
conquering warrior.  Taught by 
Tim Axford, Dennis Freidel & Ed 
Leman

Redeeming the Realities of 
Marriage-Room 305 This class is 
for any marriage and it's based 
on a new book and DVD series 
from Paul Tripp.  Taught by 
David Sommer, Ross Stern & 
Justin Taylor

10:30 HOUR:
Landmarks in the Life of the 
Church-Room 300A This class 
will examine and learn from the 
pivotal events and people of 
church history. 

Marks of the Messenger-Room 
305 This class explores how the 
gospel changes the way we do 
evangelism. Taught by Frank 
Chihowski, Dave DeHaan & 
Marvin Newell

Announcements
Potluck for Allen family: 

January 16 following the morning 
service.

Youth Winter Camp: 
February 18-20 at Camp Wild Rose 
in St. Charles. 

Parenting Class: Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-8:00 & taught 
by Pastor Dan & Toni Huff.

Men’s Prayer Gathering: 
Tuesday, January 18 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the home of Phil Bloom.

Musicians are needed: If 
you play and instrument or can 
sing-please contact Pastor Dan 
Huff in the church office.

Pastor’s Desk continued.....

Over the next couple of weeks, we will 
explore more fully what it means to fear 
the Lord.  But for now, I want to whet 
your appetite for a breakthrough in the 
fear of the Lord by highlighting  some of 
the rich spiritual benefits that belong  to 
those who fear God.  As you read these 
benefits, pray and ask the Lord to 
intensify your fear of Him - and pray the 
same for your family and for our church 
family - so that we can grow in our 
experience of these astonishing 
blessings.

The fear of the Lord brings blessedness

“Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man 
who fears the LORD, who greatly 
delights in his commandments!”
 (Psalm 112:1 ESV)

God stores  up  goodness  for those who 
fear Him

“Oh, how abundant is your goodness, 
which you have stored up for those who 
fear you and worked for those who take 
refuge in you, in the sight of the children 
of mankind! In the cover of your 
presence you hide them from the plots 
of men; you store them in your shelter 
from the strife of tongues.”
 (Psalm 31:19-20 ESV)

God provides  the needs  of those who 
fear Him

“Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for 
those who fear him have no lack! The 
young lions suffer want and hunger;
but those who seek the LORD lack no 
good thing.”
 (Psalm 34:9-10 ESV)

God guides  those who fear Him in  ways 
of pleasantness and peace

“Who is the man who fears the LORD? 
Him will he instruct in the way that he 
should choose. His soul shall abide in 
well-being, and his offspring  shall inherit 
the land.”
 (Psalm 25:12-13 ESV)

Those who fear Him enjoy intimacy with 
their Lord

“The friendship of the LORD is for those 
who fear him,  and he makes known to 
them his covenant.”
 (Psalm 25:14 ESV)

God shows  tender compassion to those 
who fear Him

“For as high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so great is his steadfast love 
toward those who fear him; as far as the 
east is  from the west,  so far does he 
remove our transgressions from us. As 
a father shows compassion to his 
c h i l d re n , s o t h e L O R D s h o w s 
compassion to those who fear him. For 
he knows our frame; he remembers that 
we are dust... But the steadfast love of 
the LORD is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who fear him, and 
his righteousness to children's children, 
to those who keep his covenant and 
remember to do his commandments.”
 (Psalm 103:11-14, 17-18 ESV)

Those who fear the Lord enjoy 
confidence & security from generation 
to generation

“In the fear of the LORD one has strong 
confidence,  and his children will have a 
refuge. The fear of the LORD is a 
fountain of life, that one may turn away 
from the snares of death.”
 (Proverbs 14:26-27 ESV)

The Holy Spirit comforts  & multiplies 
God’s church when His people fear Him

“So the church throughout all Judea 
and Galilee and Samaria had peace and 
was being built up. And walking in the 
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.” 
(Acts 9:31 ESV)

Oh how rich is God’s mercy toward 
those who fear Him! Wisely did Charles 
Spurgeon say, “The fear of God is the 
cornerstone of all blessedness. …Let us 
cultivate that holy filial fear of Jehovah 
which is the essence of all true religion 
— the fear of reverence, of dread to 
offend,  of anxiety to please, and of 
entire submission and obedience. This 
fear of the Lord is the fit fountain of holy 
living: we look in vain for holiness apart 
from it: none but those who fear the 
Lord will ever walk in his ways.”

Walking  with you in the fear of the Lord 
and the comfort of His Holy Spirit,

Pastor David Sunday




