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“[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:15-16).
It’s been said that there are two primary roadblocks that prevent us from being nourished
and changed by God’s Word in the ways we all so desperately long for. The first one is the
conceptual roadblock. Maybe you’ve had this experience before. Sometimes you just read a
passage of Scripture and say, “Man, I have no idea what that means.” For these passages, we may
need to consult a Bible commentary, a study Bible, look it up on Google or talk to a pastor. But I
don’t think that’s the primary roadblock that hinders us from being nourished and changed by
God’s Word for most people in this room.
If you’re like me, the primary roadblock that keeps us from being nourished and changed by
God’s Word is not our minds; it’s actually our hearts. You know what scares me more than reading
a passage and not knowing what it means? It’s when I read a passage and know what it means, but
it just doesn’t do anything to my heart. That’s scary.
For example, it might be easy for any of us in this room to wake up tomorrow morning and
say, “Hey, I heard we’re going through Colossians 1:15-20 for the four weeks of Advent. So I’m
going to be a good Christian and am going to read that passage before breakfast this morning. I’ll
deny myself breakfast and read Colossians 1:15-20.” So you might think that, then have this
experience.
“All right, Colossians 1. Let’s see—where’s that again? Uh, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians. Here it is. Colossians 1, verse 15. Okay. Let’s get this done real quick so I
can go eat breakfast. All right. ‘Christ is the image of the invisible God...’ Okay. ‘All things were
created through Christ and for Him...’ Yeah, blah, blah, blah. ‘In Christ, everything in the universe
is held together...’ Huh.
“Okay, speaking of holding things together, I’m like really hungry right now. What time is
it, anyway? All right, I’ve got to finish this. ‘In Christ, God was pleased to have all of His fullness
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dwell. In everything Christ is supreme…’ Okay. Oh, good, last verse. ‘Christ made peace for me by
the blood of His cross in order to present me holy and blameless before God.’ Huh? That’s cool.
Well, I did my Bible reading for the day. Time to go eat some Lucky Charms.”
We could walk away from a beautiful, powerful text like this completely unchanged,
unaffected. I don’t want this to happen this morning. I don’t want this to happen in any of the four
weeks of Advent. But it will happen unless the Holy Spirit helps us. So could we all take just 30
seconds right now to pray silently that as we open God’s Word this morning, that He would reveal
Christ to each one of us. Pray that God’s Word would change you in the ways you so desperately
long for. And if you would, pray for the blessing on the preaching of God’s Word. Just take 30
seconds to pray silently, then I’ll open in prayer.
O Lord, You have given us Your Word. But what good is Your Word to us without Your
Holy Spirit? Lord, You know better than we do Your Word will not change us or move us without
the work of Your Holy Spirit. So please, show us Christ this morning. Use Your Word to create
awe through worship in our hearts, for Your glory and for our joy. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
For each of the four weeks of Advent, we’re going to be looking at one different aspect of the
supremacy of Christ. This morning, the one aspect we are going to be looking at is the supremacy
of Christ in creation—primarily from the second half of Colossian 1:16, which says, “All things were
created through him and for him.”
The sermon this morning is going to have two overarching parts. Part I is Christ’s
Greatness as Creator, then Part II is Our Response as Creatures. Let’s dive into this, starting with
Christ’s greatness as Creator.

Part I: Christ’s Greatness as Creator
Let me ask you a quick question. Imagine you were preaching this sermon right now.
Imagine you were up here on the stage looking at everyone. Maybe this past week, Pastor Sunday
asked you to demonstrate the greatness of Christ as Creator. If you wanted to show people the
greatness of Christ as Creator, where would you start? I think maybe a good place to start would be
the same way we would try to demonstrate the greatness of any artist, of any creator.
Maybe you have a favorite band and your friend asks, “Is that band really all that good?”
How do you prove to them that they’re all that good? Or if you have a favorite painter or a favorite
author, and your friend asks, “Are they really all that great?” How do you show them that they are
great? Usually you would point to the work of the artist. So I want to begin this morning by
inviting you briefly to marvel with me at three pieces of Christ’s artwork: the heavens, the animal
kingdom, and humans.
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The Heavens
Let’s consider these one at a time, starting with Christ’s greatness as seen by the heavens He
created. You might be thinking, “Are the heavens really all that impressive?” Well, astronomers
have worked out that there are roughly one billion trillion stars visible from Earth through
telescopes alone. That’s not the whole universe; that’s just what we can see through telescopes.
You might be thinking, “One billion trillion stars—is that a lot?” It sounds like something a
seven-year-old would ask! Let me give you some context, if that number is too big for your brain to
comprehend. Think about it this way. There are about ten times more observable stars in the
night sky than there are grains of sand in all of the world’s deserts and beaches combined. If you’re
still not impressed by that, here’s another way to think about it. If you just grab some sand and let
it fall through your fingers, there are thousands of grains of sand. But remember, our solar system
just has one star (the sun). But that star is so big it would take 1.3 million earths to fill it. Our
galaxy (the Milky Way) contains hundreds of billions of stars. How big is our galaxy? It would take
100,000 years to travel across it—not at 50 miles per hour, but at the speed of light. That’s crazy!
And that’s just our galaxy. By the way, there are at least 100 billion galaxies in the known universe.
That’s astounding!
Here are some photos of outer
space. The first is a super nova, which is
the remnant of a star that exploded. The
next is another super nova. You might be
thinking, “Is that a real image?” Yeah,
this is an image seen from the Hubble
space telescope.

-- 3 --

Supreme In Creation; Colossians 1:15-16
Advent 2019; The Supremacy of Christ, Part 1
New Covenant Bible Church; Blake Glosson; December 1, 2019

Next is a picture of two stars
forming. You might be thinking, “The one
in the lower left kind of looks like a
lobster.” Yeah—it’s called the “Lobster
Nebula.” The one in the upper right you
might think looks like a cat’s claw. Yes,
it’s called the “Cat’s Claw Nebula.” These
are active stars being formed.
You might think, “Wow, does that
happen? Maybe once a year a star is formed?” Well, I’m glad you asked. It’s estimated that there
are about 150 billion stars born each year,
which equates to about 400 million stars
born per day, or 4,800 stars born per
second.
Then here is a picture of the Aurora
Borealis (Northern Lights). I thought this
was pretty neat. But this is a small taste of
the heavens. This is Christ’s handiwork.

Animal Kingdom
According to Colossians 1:16, He didn’t only create the heavens; He also created the earth.
There are so many things we could talk about on earth, but let’s just look at a few creatures from
the animal kingdom that were created through
Christ and for Christ.
We’ll start with one of my favorites, the
Bird of Paradise. Have any of you seen this bird
before? It’s pretty impressive, right? That’s just
one creature.
[Check it out online at https://
youtube/nPhVOZiPokA].
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Here’s the Maned Wolf. It’s called a wolf,
but you might think it looks like a fox. Well, it’s
actually not a wolf nor a fox. It’s the only species of
the genus Chrysocyon, which means “golden dog.”

This is a Fossa to the right, then a Mexican
Salamander below.

This next picture is a Leaf Deer.

The adult Leaf Deer stands about 20 inches
high. Males and females are nearly identical, except
for an inch-long horn on the male’s head. It’s called a
leaf deer, because hunters can wrap the deer in a
single large leaf.

And this is a Tardigrade which is pretty much indestructible.
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Here are some tigers. I think tigers are
one of the most majestic creatures in the world.
A tiger is a combination of power and beauty
coming together. By the way, if a tiger is this
majestic, how majestic do you think its Creator
might be?

Next is a Proboscis Monkey. Not much needs to
be said about him.

Here are two of the most colorful birds in the
world. A Toucan on the left—which are best known for
discovering Froot Loops—and then on the right is a
Gouldian Finch.
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Are those the only colorful
creators? No, we have the Peacock Mantis
Shrimp. Some of you have seen this on
the Discovery Channel. This thing can
throw a punch up to 50 miles per hour
and pack 200 pounds of force in its punch.
That’s wild!

Then of course you have Geckos. They have
thousands of tiny hairs on their feet. There are
electrostatic forces between these hairs which allow
them to walk on
vertical surfaces
such as windows.
Is that all geckos can do? No, they can also camouflage
themselves. You might be looking at these pictures thinking,
“Where are the geckos?”
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Here they are.

There are lots of other animals that camouflage themselves. Here are lions and giraffes:
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We also have owls:
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Next are caterpillars and seahorses:
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Finally, frogs and leopards:
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All of these creatures—and more—were created through Christ and for Christ. He didn’t
only create the heavens, He also created the animal kingdom.

Humans
Now, you might be thinking, “Those animals were amazing. That many stars? That blows
my mind.” Well, guess what? None of these creatures were Christ’s crown jewel of creation.
Psalm 8 says it was humans who were crowned with glory and honor. Let me quickly tell you seven
amazing things about humans, to give you a little taste on how incredible humans are.
•
•
•
•

•

•

First, a human brain has the capacity to perform about 38-thousand-trillion operations per
second.
Second, messages travel along nerves from our brain to different parts of our body at up to
200 miles per hour.
How about this one? Fifty-thousand cells in your body died and were replaced with new
ones while you were reading this sentence. That’s crazy!
Next, if a human being’s DNA were
uncoiled, it would stretch ten billion
miles—from Earth to Pluto and back.
This one is a little bit weird, but it’s
interesting. Right now, fluid and hair in
your inner ear are keeping you from
tipping over.
Also, your eyes are taking in light, then
focusing this light using a gel-like
substance in the back of your eye, then
transforming the light into electrical
impulses via the retina, then sending
upside-down images to your brain via an optic nerve. Your brain then flips the images
right-side up and turns them into 3D pictures.

•

Finally, your brain is filtering out from your consciousness the vast majority of information
that your senses are picking up on (such as the feeling of your chair under you, peripheral
noises, peripheral sights, smells, temperatures and so forth), because it has subconsciously
determined that none of this information is currently relevant to you.

That gives you a small glimpse into Christ’s artwork of humans. One thing we all might be asking
right now is did Christ only create the heavens, the animal kingdom and humans?
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Well, no. Here are some other things He created.

Music

Friendship

Love
Art

Food
Sports
....and so much more. All things were created through Christ and for Christ. He is supreme over all
creation.
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You might still have your Bible open to Colossians 1 and are thinking, “I just saw Colossians
1:15, where it says that Christ is the firstborn of all creation. Does that mean He was created?”
Someone might knock on your door and ask you that.
The answer to this question is no. The term “firstborn” is a term of status or rank. Paul is
not saying Christ was created by God; he’s saying Christ is God, then he proves that with the next
sentence: “For by him all things were created...”
So that’s Part I: Christ’s Greatness as Creator. It’s pretty impressive.

Part II: Our Response as Creatures
You might be thinking, “How in the world ought we to respond to that level of greatness?
What can we do when we see that kind of greatness?” Here are four ways we ought to respond to
Christ’s supremacy in creation. One: worship Christ for His creation. Two: enjoy Christ through
His creation. Three: reflect Christ as His creation. And there will be one bonus point that we’ll
look at later.

1. Worship Christ for His Creation.
How should you respond to God’s creative genius? What does it look like to respond to
greatness? Think of something amazing and astounding that you’ve experienced in your life. What
does it look like to respond to greatness?
One of the first things that came to my mind is my experience last year with my sister
seeing the Broadway musical “Hamilton.” Have any of you seen that show? I’m not inherently a
musical or theatrical person, but that was one of the most impressive things I have ever seen in my
entire life. For three straight hours I was literally mesmerized. I think a lot of you who have seen
this might have the same experience.
Then when the show ended, this is what was cool. The audience went nuts. I didn’t even
care what other people thought about me. I was just clapping and cheering, thinking, “This is so
amazing.” You might ask, “Who told you to cheer like that, Blake?” What do you mean, who told
me to cheer like that? No one told me to cheer like that. No one told anyone to cheer like that. We
all couldn’t help but cheer, because we had just witnessed greatness.
When you witness greatness, praise is the most natural response. Not only is praise the
most natural response to witnessing greatness, but actually our enjoyment of that greatness isn’t
complete until it spills over into praise. As C.S. Lewis put it, praise doesn’t merely express our
enjoyment, it completes it. In the same way, when we experience the greatness of Christ through
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His creation, praise and worship is the most appropriate response. Not only that, but our
enjoyment of everything we enjoy in Christ’s creation won’t be complete until that enjoyment spills
over into praise.
One other fun part about “Hamilton” was actually not the show itself, but the drive home
from Chicago with my sister. For a full hour, we were just sitting there going back and forth, “Was
that not amazing? Was that not one of the coolest things you’ve ever seen before? Wasn’t Eliza’s
voice amazing? Wasn’t King George just hilarious? Did you see those acrobats? Did they ever
mess up?”
As I recounted all of my favorite parts to my sister, what was I doing? I was inviting her to
enter into praise with me. That’s because our joy is amplified when someone else praises the same
object we are praising. We all know this. If you’ve seen an amazing movie or heard an amazing
song, don’t you share it with someone? Then you ask, “Isn’t that amazing? Isn’t that incredible?”
You look at them and wait. If they say, “That is amazing. That is incredible,” your joy is increased.
This person is praising the same object you are. That’s when our joy is complete.
There’s one last thing I’ll say about “Hamilton,” then I’ll move on—at least until the next
sermon. At the very end of the show, the crowd just erupts. I looked around and saw adults, kids,
men, women, people of different ethnicities and languages—they were all cheering. The reason
why everyone had the exact same reaction—even though we spoke different languages and had
different background and demographics—was because praise is a universal way to acknowledge
greatness. It wasn’t like I was thinking, “Huh. I don’t speak their language over there. I wonder
what they’re cheering about.” No, it was very obvious what they were cheering about.
Praise is how every race and ethnicity on this earth acknowledges greatness. And do you
know what? I cannot wait for the day when we’re in heaven and every tribe, tongue and nation
shouts thunderously at Christ’s greatness. We won’t need the gift of tongues to understand what
people are shouting about. It will be obvious: Christ is being worshiped. Christ is being exalted.
Philippians 2:10 says that one day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that
Jesus is Lord (Revelation 5:9, 7:9). One day everyone will acknowledge Christ’s greatness—
including His enemies. So the question is not, “Will you worship Him?” but “When will you
worship Him?” If you hear God’s voice today, don’t harden your heart. Instead, respond in
worship. Submit to Christ as Lord over all creation.
So that’s the first response. How do we respond to Christ’s supremacy in His creation?
When we see all those crazy animals He created, the heavens He created, the humans He created,
all the things we enjoy in life that He created—how do we respond to this? First, we worship Him
for His creation.
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2. Enjoy Christ through His Creation.
As we looked at last week, I can say with a lot of certainty that every single person in this
room, myself included, has an ongoing temptation to contort God’s gifts by putting pressure on
those things to be something they weren’t designed to be or do something they weren’t designed to
do.
We might approach a person, a thing or a hobby, squeezing it and asking, “Will you be my
god? Will you save me? Will you fix my brokenness and fill my emptiness?” As we saw last week,
whenever we put pressure onto any gift of God to do something only God can do, it will always
crush the gift and leave us feeling discontent. It’s good that we talk about this, because when it
comes to things of creation, things in this world, contorting and crushing them is one of the biggest
temptations we have. It’s one of the ditches we fall into most frequently.
But there’s one other ditch we fall into on the opposite side of the road. It’s not idolizing
gifts—it’s the opposite of that. Maybe the best way to describe it is with a thought I had when I first
became a Christian. As I try to explain this thought to you, ask yourself, “Have I ever experienced
something like this before?”
When I first became a Christian, I started to recognize, “Wow, I kind of struggle sometimes
with loving God. It’s really easy for me to love sports, food, friends and movies. But sometimes I
struggle with loving God.” Then I literally would have this thought. “If I want to love God more—
and I do—I need to start loving created things less. If I want to love the Creator more, I need to
start suppressing my love for created things, like football, food, working out and human love.”
Have you had a thought like that before?
In the last few years, people like Joe Rigney, C.S. Lewis and even the psalmists helped me
see the danger in this way of thinking. Specifically, these men helped me see that if we suppress
our enjoyment of God’s creation, we might actually cut ourselves off from one of the primary ways
God wants us to enjoy Himself. Joe Rigney explained this concept in his book The Things of Earth.
Maybe you’ve read it or feel as though that title sounds familiar. The reason is that it comes from
the famous hymn, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.” The chorus says, “The things of earth will grow
strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.” The idea here is that the more you enjoy God, the
dimmer God’s creation should become to you. In this book Joe Rigney basically says, “I get what
the hymn writer was trying to communicate there, but I would suggest that a better way to describe
a Christian’s relationship to creation would be to say, ‘The things of earth will grow strangely bright
in the light of God’s glory and grace.’”
In other words, Rigney says if you want to enjoy God more, the solution is not to enjoy His
creation less. Actually, the solution is to enjoy God more through His creation by letting your
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enjoyment of His creation wake up your longings for God Himself. Here’s how C.S. Lewis put it:
“It’s in the moments of life that you taste the best parts of creation.”
So think of one thing in your mind that is one of your favorite parts of creation—something
that gives you so much joy and pleasure. That might be a beautiful sunset, the most captivating
human love, good food, traveling, music. Lewis says let your enjoyment in that moment will lead
you to ask this question:
What must be the quality of that Being whose far-off and momentary
coruscations are like this?... What would it be like to taste at the
fountainhead that stream of which even these lower reaches prove so
intoxicating? Yet that, I believe, is what lies before us. The whole
man is to drink joy from the fountain of joy [itself… we must allow our]
minds to 'run back up the sunbeam' to the sun [itself].
So the next time you are enjoying human love or friendship or the pleasure you get from
playing sports, music, art, food or nature, don’t just have a knee-jerk reaction and suppress your
enjoyment of that. Instead, go further and deeper into that joy, then say, “If Christ’s creation tastes
this good, how good must eternity with Christ Himself taste? What would it be like to taste at the
fountainhead that stream from which even these lower reaches prove so intoxicating?” When we
experience pleasure in this life—the joys of creation—it’s just like a little spark of the fire itself.
Christ created earthly pleasures to be supremely satisfying, not when they are enjoyed as an
end in themselves, but when they are enjoyed as sunbeams that lead us back to Him. If you look to
any appetizer as the main course, you will be disappointed. The solution is not to throw out the
appetizer; it’s to enjoy the appetizer for what it is just enough to allow it to wake up your longings
for the main course—God Himself.

3. Reflect Christ as His Creation.
So how should we respond to Christ’s supremacy in creation? First we should worship
Christ for His creation. Second, we should enjoy Christ through His creation. Then let’s look
briefly at the third response: reflect Christ as His creation.
A lot of people in this world—and I’d venture to say every single person in this room, myself
included—at some point in our lives struggle with the question of whether our lives have any
purpose. In just one three-letter word, Colossians 1:16 obliterates that notion. Do you see it? Paul
says, “All things were created through him and for him.” That word “for” implies purpose and
meaning. In other words, the fact that God created you means He has a purpose for you.
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If I could say this a little differently, the fact that God created you means God has a purpose
for you. If God didn’t have a purpose for you, He would not have created you. Again, I’m not
talking about mankind in general, but you. You might respond by saying, “Well, what purpose
could God possibly have for me? I’m not a pastor. I’m not a missionary. I’m not a good speaker.
I’m not a good writer. I’m not a good singer. I don’t even know much about the Bible. What
purpose could God possibly have for me?”
There are many ways to answer this, but here’s one, in just nine words: “You exist to put the
beauty of Christ on display.” Specifically, as an image-bearer of Christ the Creator, you exist to put
the beauty of Christ on display through your creativity. Now, you might say, “Through my
creativity? Are you saying I’m creative?” The answer to that question is yes.
Here’s the thing. Because we were all created in the image of God the Creator, creativity is
actually in all of our DNA. It’s one of the ways we reflect our Creator. It might be in your cooking,
decorating, cleaning, cross-stitching, music making, movie making, writing, speaking, carpentry,
organizing data, painting, graphic design, singing, gardening, teaching, poetry, architecture—even
the way you creatively love others. In all of these things and more, you have the opportunity to put
Christ’s beauty on display through your creativity. Do you remember what C.S. Lewis said? He
said one of the primary ways humans are able to enjoy God is by running up the sunbeam of
earthly beauties to the source of all beauty, which is God Himself. In other words, God graciously
uses earthly beauties we create in order to help other people see and enjoy the beauty of Christ.
What if you made your art so beautiful, your cooking so tasty, your love so patient, your
parenting so full of grace and truth, your organization so orderly, your friendship so loyal, your
presence so enjoyable, that it actually helps people say with C.S. Lewis, “What would it be like to
taste at the fountainhead that stream of which even these lower reaches prove so intoxicating?” If
the creation of Christ tastes this good, how good must eternity with Christ Himself taste?
In the past month, Joe Schambach’s piano recital and Ally Holloway’s opera recital both
had this effect on me. In both of these instances, as I saw and heard the beauty of art displayed, I
couldn’t help but think, “If the humans You created can make something this beautiful, how
beautiful must You be. And how gracious must You be to demonstrate Your beauty through Your
people.”
So whenever you’re creating, and through whatever you’re creating, ask yourself, “How can
I put the beauty of Christ on display through this? How can I use my creativity to point others to
Christ?” Don’t only enjoy Christ through the beauty of creation, but also be the beauty of creation
through which other people enjoy Christ.
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4. Trust Christ as Redeemer of His Creation
How should we respond to Christ’s supremacy in creation? First, worship Him. Worship
Christ for His creation. Second, enjoy Christ through His creation. Third, reflect Christ as His
creation. And lastly, trust Christ as the Redeemer of His creation.
You might say, “There is a lot of beauty in this world. I agree with that. I really enjoy
experiencing that beauty and allowing it to point me back to Christ. But there’s also a lot of
brokenness in this world that hinders me from fully enjoying that beauty.”
If you have that thought, you’re not alone. Paul himself in Romans 8 said that all of us
eagerly long for the redemption of our bodies and the redemption of the brokenness in this world.
This is precisely what makes the story of Christmas such good news. There’s one other thing Christ
created that we didn’t talk about today and that is a body for Himself.
In His incarnation, the pre-existing, eternal Son of God put on human flesh in order that
through His perfect life and victorious death He could redeem everything that’s broken inside of us
and in this world. As we’ll see in a couple weeks, the reason we can have hope in our brokenness is
because in Christ we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
In closing, Christ is not only our Creator, He’s also our Re-creator, our Redeemer and our
Savior. How do we respond to His supremacy in creation? Worship Him, enjoy Him, reflect Him
and trust Him as Savior.

New Covenant Bible Church
4N780 Randall Road, St. Charles, IL 60175
(630) 584-2611 ⧫ www.newcbc.org
All Scriptures quoted directly from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.
Text provided by sermontranscribers.com ⧫ emily@sermontranscribers.com

-- 19 --

